
BANDS ASSUME CONTROL OF FUNDS 







Special 7™ Anniversary Issue 


by Brian Savage 

Three Alberta bands, the Montana, Ermine- 
skin and Louis Bull, have signed an agreement 
with the federal government giving the bands 
greater control of their $l-billion plus assets 
gained from oil and gas revenue. 

The call for greater Native control was con¬ 
tained in a report drawn up by the legislative 
section of the Indian Monies Committee, one of 
several committees made up of chiefs looking at 
ways to reform the Indian Act. 

Indian Affairs Minister Tom Siddon declared 
the meeting as indicative of “defining a new 
relationship,” between Natives and the govern- 

“Indian people should be deciding what is best 
and as minister I should be your servant.” 

Siddon praised the committee for its “determi¬ 
nation” in findin g “workable alternatives (which) 
will significantly influence the economic, social 
and political development of Indian communi¬ 
ties for years to come." 

Each band will be able to vote on whether they 
want Ottawa to continue to have a say in 
financial administration or, if three-quarters of 
the band approves, the chief and council will 
take over control of the band’s revenues. 

“Greater economic independence and 
self-sufficiency cannot be realized so long as 
bands are prevented by the Indian Act from 
making monies—management decisions,” said 
Siddon. 

“There is no one-standard-mold that some 
group in Ottawa or some national organization 
agrees to,” Siddon added. “We have to be flexible 
enough to bring about a change in the relation¬ 
ship that must be changed.” 

Government documents indicate that the 
Indian Monies Committee was formed in June 
1990 when ten Alberta bands met and fomalized 
their structure in October when representatives 
of Indian Affairs met with “representatives” 
from the Ermineskin, Sarcee, Samson, Sawridge, 
Montana, Louis Bull and Horse Lake bands. 


Victor Buffalo, whose tribe is the wealthiest and 
who have launched a lawsuit against Ottawa for 
almost $600 million in damages and $400 
million it claims the government owes it. 

“The only reason they’re doing this is because 
werire suing them,” Buffalo was quoted in the 
Edmonton Journal as saying. 

Continued on Page 7 
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Independent of Government Control 


Alberta Native News has been publishing 
independently for 7 years. 

Independent publishing means that we can 
provide unbiased information to the people of 
the First Nations. We are independent of gov¬ 
ernment grants and subsidies and independent 
of government control. We are not affiliated with 
any organization which means we are not 
merely an extension of someone else’s political 
agenda. The “independent” in independent pub¬ 
lishing means that we have demonstrated that a 
Native newspaper can and should be viable 
without using public money that could be spent 
building homes for people or educating our 

For seven years Alberta Native News has been 
self-sufficient. Seven years represents a full 
circle. This past year could have been a year of 
rest, but Alberta Native News rose to the 
challenge of providing a link to the First Nations 
across the country. 

Government control through grants, subsidies 
and holding the “purse-strings” has long been a 
fact of life for not only Native news media but the 
Native people of Canada. At no time has this 
been more evident than the past few months. 
Major “Indian-driven” initiatives are presently 
underway with various groups and organiza¬ 
tions looking at bits and pieces of legislation 
which badly need revision. 

The lack of Aboriginal co-ordination of these 
efforts is startling and reflects that it is in fact 
still Ottawa pulling the strings to its own 
political end. Four constitutional reform com¬ 
mittee reports will likely not have near the 
impact of one consolidated effort. Six govern¬ 
ance proposals countered by a royal commission 
will result only in playing politics and not in 
improving the repressive situation faced by 
Aboriginal people today. 

Although each undertaking is positive on its 
own, the whole picture of Natives in control of 
their own destiny has become lost. The need for 
Aboriginal co-ordination and leadership is para¬ 
mount. Native leaders must take off their “me” 
blinders and rekindle the unity and cohesive¬ 
ness sparked by Elijah Harper. 

The federal government is adept at “divide and 
conquer” tactics awarding land and cash trin¬ 
kets to any groups who will break away from a 
united front. The First Nations have proven easy 
prey for these measures with bickering, 
in-fighting and devisiveness often for personal 
gain. 

Issues of constitutional rights, resource man¬ 
agement and self-government need to be de¬ 


cided using a co-ordinated effort of the First 
Nations’ leaders. Egos must be put aside and a 
consolidated effort must become the new agenda. 
The time has come to end the reliance of the First 
Nations on government welfare and depend- 

The process must be united and under the 
leadership ofFirst Nations. It must be independ¬ 
ent of government control and independent of 
government influence. 


Happy Birthday Alberta Native News. Now 
you are 7 years old! 

This month Alberta Native News celebrates its 
seventh anniversary of independent publishing. 

Independent publishing doesn’t mean that the 
success of seven years was achieved singlehand- 
edly. It wasn’t. We’ve maintained a team ap¬ 
proach to providing a quality communications 
vehicle to Indian country. 

The perserverance, vision and hard work of 
the staff and many people associated with the 
newspaper has resulted in a product of which we 
can all be proud. Alberta Native News provides 
interesting, informative and educational sto¬ 
ries. We are committed to preserving traditional 
culture by showcasing original Native art and 
promoting local emerging artists. 

Outstanding contributions were made this 
past year by Jan Drew, Flo Baker, Larry Sh¬ 
enker, Vera Frig, Dale Stelter, Brian Savage, 
Rosaleen Campbell, Carl Fontaine, Linus Woods, 
Rick Noname and Eugene Demas. 

Also greatly appreciated is the interest and 
participation of our advertisers and readers. 
Thank you all for your involvement. 



Dear Editor: 

I am writing in regards to your story in the 
July issue of Alberta Native News. 

Re: Woodland Cree getting $1000 (each) 
for a “favourable election outcome.” 

Chief Tonto Cardinal like Brian 
Mulone-rangeroney believes that firing out 
$1000 silver bullets as persuaders is part of 
the old western democracy in action. An¬ 
other lamentable example of government by/ 
buy the people. 

Have a Beautiful Day, 

Stephen Kenda, 
Toronto, Ontario 


Oromocto 
Indian Band 


P. O. Box 417 
Oromocto, N.B. E2V 2J2 


Congratulations ^ 
across the miles 
to Alberta Native News 
—keep up the good work! 


Chief Rufford Sacobi 
Councillors 
and Band Members 
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VOICE OF OUR LEADERS 


COMMUNITIES UNITE TO FACE ENVIRONMENTAL CRISIS 
The Athabasca River: Sewage Line to the North 

For the second year in a row the community of ^ “ say it is ironic that the community of Fort Chip- 

Fort Chipe wyan has been forced to face and cope Cl ewyan is right next to a world class national park 

with an environmental and ecological crisis of (Wood Buffalo) whose mandate is the preserva- 

enormous proportions. Not only are the resi- tionofthe historic quality of wildlife and ecology 

dents of the community suffering from the which the Aboriginal people of the region have 

impact of the crisis they are also faced with the traditionally and wisely taken for survival, 

grim reality of substantial economic loss which ■ Chief Archie Waquan of the Cree band angrily 

will take a long time to recover. I ^^ and coldly voiced the following, “It does not take 

Health authorities recently informed the people \ "**—» ._ a scientist to know this is a crisis brought about 

of this isolated community, located on the shores rt by outside factors. 1 will be demanding answers 

of Lake Athabasca, that their water is not fit for I \ from the federal and provincial governments on 

consumption. Costly public measures to ensure \ / IV this ecological disaster. Our people demand to 

potable water is available to the residents were \ V know where the federal government stands on 

immediately put into effect by the community \V|-IKY this problem. This crisis has happened for two 

leaders when informed of the bad news. A wide Ini ^ Y years, the pollution of the area is obviously 

range of inconveniences are being borne by the ^MW A V worsening and I intend to make sure it is dealt 

people who are angrily wondering why, of all MW Wr J h with and does not occur again. Any person with 

places, this is happening here. The majority of MM M V/ common sense cannot help but seriously wonder 

the residents think it is just too coincidental that - if something is being covered up. The truth is not 

the crisis occured, like last year, a week after the «>.«r o being told and answers must be forthcoming 

city of Fort McMurray dumped a million and a - now. Af.y people want the truth and to see 

half gallons of sewage into the Athabasca River. Health authorities in Fort McMurray blame something done about it immediately. The fed- 
Many in Fort Chipewyan believe the pesticides the crisis on the back flow of the Peace River, eralgovernment has been promising action but it 
running off the farms near the town of Ath- Residents here scoff at the suggestion because of is long overdue. The area is becoming an ecologi- 
abasca compound an obviously worsening envi- the fact that the natural event of the Peace River cal nightmare." 

ronmental disaster. Others are of the opinion back flow has occured annually for years beyond Chief Pat Marcel of the Athabasca Chipewyan 
that pollution of the Athabasca River is caused recorded history without ever creating a crisis of Band #201 raised the specter of frightening pro¬ 
to a great extent by the giant tar sands groups this nature. The Elders of the community sup- portions when he coldly asked, “If this pollution 
near Fort McKay. These and other serious envi- port this by saying that historically the people by far away places is impacting here what about 
ronmental issues are again being raised by the have always enjoyed good waters. Also, the the effects on the communities further north 
leaders of Fort Chipewyan who are also strongly Elders sadly noted a staggering decline in wild- along the McKenzie? What will their reaction be 
demanding answers and action by the Federal life and the quality of water within the last few when we inform them of this crisis?’’ 
Government of Canada and the provincial gov- years. Their observations are backed by scien- 

emment of Alberta. tific study done over the recent years. The Elders Continued P 9 
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Ontario Recognizes Right to Self-Government 


Saluting Alberta Native News on your 
7th Ann/versan/ 
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Winston Bookhalter 

Chartered Accountants 


#320, 9707- 110 Street 
Edmonton, Alberta 
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In an unprecedented manner, Ontario has 
become the first government in Canada to rec¬ 
ognize that its First Nations have an inherent 
right to govern themselves. Ontario and the 
Chiefs of First Nations in Ontario have ratified 
a new political relationship in which the prov¬ 
ince and First Nations will now deal on a 
govemmenUo- government basis. 

The Statement of Political Relationship was 
signed earlier this month by Premier Bob Rae 
and Gord Peters, Ontario Regional Chief of the 
Chiefs of Ontario as well as Bud Wildman, 
Ontario Minister Responsible for Native Affairs 
and 11 Chiefs representing 
regional First Nations or¬ 
ganizations and independ¬ 
ent First Nations. 

“We—the First Nations and 
the Govemmentof Ontario— 
now have a common basis of 
understanding to guide us in 
negotiations on self-govern¬ 
ment and land claims, in 
assessing Aboriginal and 
treaty rights and in making 
improvements to the quality 
of life in Aboriginal commu¬ 
nities," remarked Bud Wil- 
man, Minister Responsible 
for Native Affairs. 

“That common basis is the 
recognition that First Nations are distinct na¬ 
tions with their governments, cultures, lan¬ 
guages, traditions, customs and territories. We 
recognize that the inherency of the right of 
self-government is based on the First Nations’ 
occupancy of the land in self-governing societies 
for many centuries before non-Aboriginal set¬ 
tlers arrived.” 

The intent and wording of the document, 
which follows, is the result of several months of 
negotiations between Ontario and the First 
Nations, represented by the Chiefs of Ontario. 
Now that the document is signed, Ontario and 
the First Nations will begin a process of consul¬ 
tation on ways in which the principles in the 
Statement of Political Relationship can be put 
into practice. 

The Statement of Political Relationship recog¬ 
nizes that the First Nations in Ontario have an 
inherent right to be self-governing within the 
Canadian Constitution. The document is a com¬ 
mitment by Ontario that it will deal with the 
First Nations as governments and that it will 
work to make self-government a reality. 

“The Statement of Political Relationship must 
be viewed as a document which will start the 
process of developing a new order of relation¬ 
ships between FirstNations and non-Aboriginal 
people,” stated Wildman. 

He added that a number of changes would be 
made to policies and programs to reflect the new 
relationship and that the “ministries will have to 



be made in areas including education, social 
services, health and policing. Some of the power 
now held by Ministries will “ultimately" be 
transferred to First Nations and Aboriginal 
communities so that they can “assume control 
for day-to-day matters.” 

Wildman said that the Province of Ontario 
would assist the First Nations “to develop 
institutions of self-government” and “to develop 
the fiscal strength that will allow them to 
become truly independent.” 

The Chiefs of First Nations’ organizations and 
independent First Nations who signed the docu- 

Ontario Regional Chief 
Gord Peters, Chiefs of On¬ 
tario; Grand Chief Joe Mi- 
skokomon, Union ofOntario 
Indians; Grand Chief Steve 
Fobister, Grand Council 
Treaty #3; Grand Chief 
Harry Doxtator, Association 
of Iroquois and Allied Indi¬ 
ans; Grand Chief Bentley 
Cheechoo, Nishnawbe-Aski 
Nation; Grand Chief Mike 
Mitchell, Mohawks of 
Akwesasne First Nation; 
Chief William Montour, Six 
Nations of the Grand River 
First Nation; Chief Roy 


Gary Potts, Teme-Augama Anishnabai First 
Nation; Chief Robert Williams, Ojibways of 
Walpole Island First Nation; Chief George St. 
German, Chippewas of Rama First Nation, and 
Chief Doug Sinoway, Whitesand First Nation. 

The signing took place on Mount McKay on the 
Fort William First Nation near Thunder Bay. 

Editors note: On August 6 the Province of 
Ontario and the Chiefs of Ontario signed a 
document which recognizes the inherent right of 
First Nations to self-government. The document 
entitled Statement of a Political Relation¬ 
ship appears below. 

Statement of a Political Relationship 

WHEREAS the First Nations represented by 
the Chiefs-in-Assembly (hereinafter “the First 
Nations”) exist in Ontario as distinct nations, 
with their governments, cultures, languages, 
traditions, customs and territories; 

AND WHEREAS the Government of Ontario 
(hereinafter “Ontario”) recognizes that its rela¬ 
tionships with the First Nations are to be based 
on the Aboriginal rights, including Aboriginal 
title, and treaty rights of the First Nations 
recognized and affirmed in the Constitution Act, 
1982, including those formally recognized in the 
Royal Proclamation of 1763, and in the treaties 
and agreements with the Crown; 

AND WHEREAS Ontario’s commitment to 
and participation in this Statement of Political 

Continued on Page 5 
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“Come, Let us Have Council...” 

by Delford Louis Natchawasis for when I sit alone for a long time the life around 

My name is “Son of the Elders,” a name given me seems to dance and celebrate life, 
me by godparents while being raised by them a Long ago too a dream was given to me, a dream 
little less than 40 years ago. My parents are of that involved many elders. They all mentioned a 
the Cree Tribe of Mid-western Canada. I am “Good Road” and to find that path which would 
married to a Blackfoot girl and we have the good be the pathway to Life and Happiness. A lot 
fortune to be blessed with three beautiful chil- happened while I searched for this pathway to 
dren—one girl and two boys. Life. 

Here on this physical plane I have been made I am forty years on this planet now and 
to suffer much though this suffering has been somehow it seems I have lived for two thousand, 
good for me. My eyes and ears have been opened. If we are fortunate enough to be blessed with 

My mind has been extended to first of all think another day tomorrow then so be it; it is only 
of the “roots of life,” the beg inni ng of life, the there for us to love and to share it always, 
centre of all creation—where all of life begins. The spirit of our people will live as long as life 
For this I am forever grateful. itself lasts. 

Long ago my elders taught me much, spoke to Many years have passed and many more will 
me much and sang to me much more. I know this come to pass as today passes. 

Now I would like to tell you of a few things that 

---. could help each one of us and the people of the 

/~~~ ' First Nations to shape our own destiny. 

y' • Behold the morning star for it heralds a new 

day. There will be many days of peace and 
everything will be in harmony. 

• The eagles have assembled and they will fly 
into all the world wherever there is life and tell 
the world of a new and wonderful time here on 

• The wolf howls for there is a signal that there 
i9 hope and food for all. “Come!” he says, “Let us 
feast!” 

• The mother bear and cubs signal new life and 
new seasons. The cycles are constant as are the 
life cycles. Also the buffalo calf is born, and it is 
to be free rather than captive. 

I then began to 'see’ what one of my grandfa- 
- there had told me long ago, “Listen to the wind 
and listen to the beat of the drum.” Now I believe 
he meant listen to the inner self for it knows no 
hate and only celebrates Love. Maybe the drum 


meant to listen to the heartbeat for within is 
Creation—the centre of Life. 

It is my hope and prayer that these words 
provide guidance. The part of us that never 
sleeps or dies is the missing link in our evolution 
as spiritual owners of our Creator. 

May the Creator grant us all a clear sky and an 
Open Road! 




COUNTY OF 
PARKLAND 
NO. 31 

Public Schools 

P. O. Bag 250 
STONY PLAIN 
ALBERTA TOE 2G0 
963-2231 


Best Wishes 
to Alberta Native News 
as you head into your 
8th year of successful 
independent publishing 
-keep up the good work! 
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Ontario Recognizes 

3. The First Nations and Ontario—involving 
Relationship is subject to the limits on provin- the government of Canada where appropriate— 
rial constitutional authority; are committed to facilitate the further articula- 

AND WHEREAS it is desirable to minimize tion, the exercise and the implementation of the 
conflicts between Ontario and the First Nations; inherent right to self-government within the 
AND WHEREAS the First Nations and On- Canadian constitutional framework, by respect.- 
tario recognize the need for a mutual under- ing existing treaty relationships, and by using 
standing of the government(s) to government such means as the treaty-making process, 
relationships between them; constitutional and legislative reform and agree- 

NOW THEREFORE THE FIRST NATIONS ments acceptable to the First Nations and 
AND ONTARIO AGREE AS FOLLOWS: Ontario. 

1. The inherent right to self-government of 4. Nothing in this Statement of Political 

the First Nations flows from the Creator and Relationship shall be construed as determining 
from the FirstNations’ original occupation ofthe Ontario’s jurisdiction or as diminishing Canada’s 
land. responsibilities towards the First Nations. 

2. Ontario recognizes that under the Constitu- 5. This Statement of Political Relationship 

tion of Canada the First Nations have an expresses the politicial commitment of the First 
inherent right to self-government within the Nations and Ontario and is not intended to be a 
Canadian constitutional framework and that treaty or to create, redefine or prejudice rights or 
the relationship between Ontario and the First affect obligations ofthe FirstNations orOntario, 
Nations must be based upon a respect for this or the Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal peoples in 
right. Ontario. 
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LIAISON WORKER 

Fort Vermilion School Division No. 52 Invites applications 
(or the above position. The position Is funded through the 
Native Education Project provided by Alberta Education. 
The position will be assigned to three schools within the 
jurisdiction (two schools In the Town ot High Level and one 
at Rocky Lane which Is located approximately 50 km East 
ot High Level). The successful Individual will be working 
under the direction ot the principal of each school. 
Preference will given to Individuals who have: 

• Minimum ot two years university or equivalent training in 
the areas ot Social Work, Cross Cultural Education, Coun¬ 
selling. 

• Successful related experience In working closely with 
parents, students and educators. 

• Background and/or experience in working successfully 
with Native parents and students. 

• Avallddriver's license, own avehlcle and will be prepared 
to visit parents of students on a regular basis. 

The position will be paid on a ten month basis. Paid salary 
will depend on qualifications. Attractive benelits plus mile¬ 
age will be paid. 

Interested applicants are requested to send a complete 
resume to: 

Mr. R. N. Wlnsor, Acting Superintendent ot Schools 
Fort Vermilion School Division No. 52, 

P. 0. Bag #1, Fort Vermilion, Alberta TOH1N0 


Deadline lor receipt ol applications Is August 23, 1991 
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STERRITT DEFENDS CHIEFS GOVERNANCE GROUP 


by Brian Savage 

The Chiefs Governance Committee is a group 
of chiefs across the country who are developing 
new initatives to overhaul or replace various 
sections of the Indian Act. To date, proposals 
have been developed regarding lands, revenues 
and trusts and also forestry management. 

Although Minister of Indian Affairs Tom 
Siddon has hailed the new initatives as 
“Indian-driven” legislation, Ovide Mercredi has 
been quite critical. 

Mercredi, Chief of the Assembly of First 
Nations (AFN) maintains that the Assembly 
does not endorse the work of the chiefs who are 
revamping the Indian Act. 

He told the media that he would “much rather 
see them work with us (the AFN) rather than 
run the risk of having the Aboriginal community 
perceive them as tools of Tom Siddon and his 
bureaucrats.” 

Neil Sterritt, a member of the Chiefs Govern¬ 
ance Committee, detailed the background of the 
group in an exclusive interview with Alberta Na- 

“The group was set up by chiefs in different 
parts of Canada who came together in February 
of 1991—saw they were working in areas of com¬ 
mon interest—and wanted to see what they 
could do (as a group)," explained Sterrott. 

Sterritt, a chief with the Git’ksan Band in Brit¬ 
ish Columbia, was invited by some of the chiefs 
to attend a meeting and then approached to be 
chair of the committee. After meeting with his 
people for their approval, Sterritt accepted the 
challenge. 

The impetus for changing the Indian Act 
gathered momentum with the Lands, Revenues 
and Trusts Review, according to Sterritt, which 
“recognized there were First Nations in Canada 
working well beyond the Indian Act" 

The need for revision resulted in a group ofNa- 
tive leaders mooting, who “decided they were 


prepared to work on some of these issues but 
only if the government of Canada would agree to 
certain principles and also only if this was an 
Indian proactive process. It could not be initi¬ 
ated by the government or by his (Siddon’s) 
staff, it had to be in the control of the chiefs them- 

Sterritt emphasized that if any input had 
come from the government all involved were 
ready to quit, but adds that while “totally Native 
driven” there are “contacts in the government 
who are supposed to provide support and re- 

The need to define “self government” for Na¬ 
tives is a prime reason for all the initiatives, says 
Sterritt. 

The various groups developing proposals on a 
number of sections of the Indian Act were 
started by individuals who recognized the prob¬ 
lems that existed in their communities, said 
Sterritt, and who “went to the minister and said, 
‘look, we want you to support it, we don’t want 
you to do it.’ ” 

Sterritt feels that constitutional and legisla¬ 
tive reviews and reforms are “complimentary, 

But it is here that differences seem to have 
appeared between Sterritfs groups and the 
Assembly of First Nations. 

“Ovide (Mercredi, national chief of the AFN) 
says that a comprehensive legislative package is 
needed, but unfortunately it doesn’t respect the 
diversity of the First Nations, and it’s really 
what happened when the Indian Act was devel¬ 
oped in 1876.” 

Sterritt is upset over statements made by Mer¬ 
credi condemning the various Chiefs Govern¬ 
ance Committee and groups and finds the na¬ 
tional chiefs attitude puzzling. 

At a meeting in Toronto at the end of April of 
this year a resolution was developed that looked 
at the relationship between the Crown and First 
Nations. 



withdrawn after Ovide Mercredi presented 
him with his own resolution which “allowed for 
the work we’re doing and the constitutional 

But things changed somewhere along the 
way. 

“I heard Ovide on the CBC,” says Sterritt, 
puzzled, “and there he said he never supported 
this work; I don’t know how he can say that.” 

Responding to Mercredi’s attacks, Sterritt 
says the chiefs comments are “extremely un¬ 
fortunate... we’ve been trying for a month to 
meet with him and he’s not been returning our 
calls or answered our letter.” 

Sterritt does not consider his group a threat 
to the goals of the AFN unless there is a percep¬ 
tion a lot of chiefs do support their work, then 
“it seems to me the national chief must 
respond to it... the AFN is not a central govern¬ 
ment, it is not monolithic, it does what the 
First Nations Natives say and its very charter 
says it must respect the diversity of the First 
Nations,”—a charter, Sterritt points out, that 
Mercredi helped draft. 

Continued on Page 15 



of Indtptntknb Publishing, Alberta Nat/vr , 

The Board of Trustees of 

_ East Smoky School Division 

Native Education Advisory Committee 
^ Administration and Staff 

EAST SMOKY SCHOOL DIVISION No. 54 


(403) 524-3887 
Fax: (403) 524-4256 


Postal Bag 2 
Valleyview, AB TOH 3N0 



MIDWEST 
JOINT VENTURE 


601-45th Street West 
Saskatoon, Saskatchewan S7L 5W5 

Midwest Joint Venture, operated by 
Denison Mines Ltd., has just 

completed an environmental 
impact statement for their 
proposed uranium mine 
and mill near 

f; Points North Landing 
in Northern 
Saskatchewan 

• An Equal Opportunity Employer • 


O^lAKE 

° 4 > 



:ri- ~ 


(807) 938-6504 
Leslie Gardner 
(807)938-6932 
















Alberta Native News August, 1991 

Peigan Evacuation Plan UnderWay 


by Rick Georg 

Emergency evacuation plans are well under¬ 
way for the Peigan Nation neighbouring the 
Oldman River Dam in southern Alberta. 

“It’s coming along smoothly,” said Fabian 
Peigan North, chair of the Standing Committee 
from Council for the Peigan Nation. ‘The com¬ 
mittee and organizational structure is in place 
and they are aware of their responsibilities. 

“The plan has been approved by council. Once 
it is done, the plan will be distributed to 
households and businesses on the reserve.” 


Continued from Page 1 

The split illustrates the difference of opinion 
among those who support Ovide Mercredi and 
the AFN and those involved with the various 
committees, such as the Chiefs Governance 
Committee, who are reviewing and making 
proposals on changes to the Indian Act. 

The Assembly of First Nations feels the pro¬ 
posed Royal Commission should define changes 
to the Indian Act. 

Calling the committee proposal a “unique 
initiative,” Siddon declared, “I don’t think we 
can predetermine that a royal commission is 


A federal government Environmental Assess¬ 
ment Panel report released on June 21 said “t he 
evacuation plans for the residents of the Peigan 
Reserve downstream are inadequate and incom- 

The Peigan Reserve, North said, is late to 
adopt a emergency evacuation plan because the 
reserve’s situation is different from that of most 
Alberta communities. 

“Any other municipality has a town system. 
Ours is unique. Families are three to five miles 
apart. The type of plan used in other municipali- 


going to come up with the instant solutions to all 
these problems, nor do I think it’s fair to sit 
around and wait for three or five years.” 

The report committee’s recommendations are 
“really an embodiment of self-government,” 
stated Siddon, who said the work of the other 
committees could not be stopped. 

“That progress... is preparing a system to 
deliver self-government in a way that is truly 
responsible to the wishes of the First Nations.” 

The proposal will not be binding for those 
bands who oppose the legislation, according to 
the minister, who did not give a date by which 
the changes to the Indian Act will be made. 
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ties would not accomodate our needs. We had to 
look at a very extensive 15 by five mile radius. 
Nobody lives next door to each other.” 

The plan involves a chain of command with the 
executive director of the band responsible for 
disaster co-ordination. Public works and utili¬ 
ties, education, health care and counselling are 
all taken into account by the plan. The R.C.M.P. 
also play a large role. 

Residents are to be warned of a possible 
disaster by a combination of telephone, warning 
devices and word of mouth. Sirens are to be 
constructed at points on the reserve that will 
signal a dam failure, fire or other disaster. 

In event of a dam failure, "We have 20 minutes 
to a half hour to get out of there,” North said. 
“Council feels very comfortable the plan will get 
people out in time. If anything goes wrong, it will 
not be the fault of the plan, but individual fault.” 

The cost of implementing the plan could be as 
high as $70,000. 

“Indian Affairs will cover the majority of the 
costs. The province has picked up its share 
through Public Works,” North said. 

For all the preparation in the event of a dam 
failure, the risk of a disaster is low. The 
Environmental Assessment Panel report said 
the dam design was “consistent with high Cana¬ 
dian and world standards.” 

‘The probability of a failure of the dam, in the 
opinion of the panel, is very low,” said Patricia 
Woodward, an environmental scientist and 
executive secretary of the Environmental Asses- 
ment Panel. “The need for a plan does not mean 
the dam is unsafe. A plan is needed just in case, 
like for an earthquake.” 

The Peigan people and Fabian North “clearly 
know what the dam is and are quite frightened 
at the consequences of failure of the dam,” 
Woodward said in a telephone interview from 
Vancouver. ‘Their fears are justified and in the 
panel’s view, an evacuation plan is necessary.” 

The Peigan, North said, will always be con¬ 
cerned about the possiblity of a dam failure. 

“We will never feel safe. It will always bo a 
thorn in our side. It’s like putting a lion’s den in 
your backyard and trying not to worry about it.” 

The construction of the dam, “is the result of 
economic decisions—money,” he said. “They 
never considered the damage, culturally and 
environmentally that would result.” 
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LODGE MANAGER DEFENDS BAR 


by Brian Savage The first bar in this previously “dry” com 

The murder of a young girl by a drunk nity was opened in^Aprfl when a license 
teenaged boy has sparked controversy 


northern Alberta town of Fort Chipewyan. 
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jointly owned venture by the Cree Band and 
Metis. 

A report written by R.C.M.P. Constable S. G. 
Hoyland and quoted in The Edmonton Journal 
seems to point to alcohol as a growing threat to 
the community as crime rates rise. 

There were more incidents of public drunk- 
eness, assaults, and Liquor Act violations and 
“the majority of the increases have occured 
since the end of March,” says Hoyland, adding, 
“I cannot over-emphasize the fact that an 
increase in liquor consumption will, at some 
point, increase the amount of violent crime.” 

The constable also called it “wishful thinking” 
on the part of those who believe that the crime 
rate will decrease once the community gets 
“accustomed” to the increased availablility ofal- 

Toby Taylor is the manager of the Fort 
Chipewyan Lodge and disputes those who feel 
his bar and off-sales have contributed to the 
increased crime rate. 

“I don’t see an association with alcohol people 
have bought from our licensed establishment 
and the crime rate in the community,” says 
Taylor. “We don’t sell enough alcohol to create 
such an influx of crime.” 

The real problem, according to Taylor, lies 
with bootleggers “and people in the community 
know that.” 

Taylor is angered by allegations in a news 
report of long lineups of people at his off-sale 

“No way. There’s never been a lineup at our 
off-sales. That accounts for a small portion of 
what we sell.” 

Taylor says that although off-sales could be 
sold as late as 2:00 a.m., they close at 10:00 p.m., 
because “we don’t want to supply all the mid¬ 
night parties with alcohol.” 

Taylor also claims that since April there has 
only been a lineup three times for admittance to 
the 50-seat bar of the Lodge. 

Because of its location, Taylor observes that 
all liquor must be flown in at a high cost, rather 
than the free shipments that the Alberta Liquor 
Control Board offers elsewhere. 

“We don't make a lot of money from alcohol,” 
says Taylor. “Some, but not a lot.” 

Taylor also contends that the R.C.M.P. are 
finally cracking down on bootleggers and dis¬ 
putes figures that indicate a dramatic rise in 
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percent, it’s falsifying actual reports. In a com¬ 
munity that’s been dry for 200 years and you 
open it up to alcohol, you’re going to have some 
growing pains; you have to have the controls in 
place before those growing pains get out of hand. 

“We have to work with the community and 
because this is a community-owned business we 
can do that from day one.” 

Taylor says consultations with community 
elders, chiefs and the R.C.M.P went on before 
the bar opened and one result was an increased 
crackdown on bootleggers. Taylor contends that 
the police caught only one bootlegger in all of last 
year but feels that confiscations at the local 
airport begun in the last month show more 
determination on the part of the R.C.M.P. 

Taylor also contends that the R.C.M.P. has 
now cracked down on the sale of mouthwash 
which sells in Fort Chipewyan at $22 and $19 for 
a bottle. 

(Coincidentally, the R.C.M.P. have recently 
announced the banning of mouthwash in the 
community after Alberta Native News talked 
with Taylor.) 

The Lodge was built to act as a “catalyst” 
according to Taylor, in a plan to draw tourists to 
the area with promotions of various tour pack¬ 
ages, “and tourists,” adds Taylor, “like to have a 
libation, they’re on holiday.” 

Taylor feels it is unfair to label the many 
responsible drinkers in the community by the 
“one bad apple that ruins the whole barrel.” 
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COMMUNITIES UNITE 

The CEO for the Cree Band, Simon Waquan 
expanded on the grim situation by adding, “Our 
tourism industry has dropped off drastically, the 
health of our people is at a high risk and 


Continued from Page 3 
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everyone here has been affected economicaUy by 
the crisis. Somebody is going to have to be held 
accountable for the financial losses, the hard¬ 
ships and inconveniences we are being forced to 
suffer. A problem of this magnitude has not 
occured in the south with its much larger cities 
and greater sewage production. It is tragic that 
the poUution and negligence of people far from 
here has caused this crisis at a place the 
government supposedly recognizes as having a 
delicate and sensitive ecology.” 

Simon Waquan concluded by asking, “Who is 
going to pay for the damage, the cost of cleaning 
up the pollution and ensuring it is never re¬ 
peated? Someone has to be held accountable.” 

Tony Mercredi, Band-Manager for the Ath¬ 
abasca Chipewyan Band pointed out that “Since 
the coming of the Europeans our people have 
been forced into different lifestyles that were 
alien to the cultural and traditional ways we had 
historically lived. We now live under a social de¬ 
velopment type of program that has made our 
people dependent upon the government and de¬ 
stroyed our traditional ways and ability to 
survive as a free and independent people. Now 
outside forces are not only furthering the erosion 
of our traditional ways, they are also threaten¬ 
ing our health.” 

The Elders of the community eloquently and 
sadly summed it up by saying, “Mother Earth, 
like our natural mothers who sacrificed their 
bodies to give us life, has given of Herself—the 
land to live on, the air to breathe, the water to 
drink, the forests for shelter and fire, and the 
birds, animals and fish for survival. We can now 
see that Mother Earth is tired. She is having 
difficulty breathing. It shows on her plant life 
and trees. Her body has been poisoned. Beavers 
and muskrats are not as plentiful, and health 
authorities have warned us not to eat the fish 
more than once a week. Mother Earth’s vital 
fluids are drying up and where wetlands and 
marshes once were we now see barren mudflats. 
Her heart is weak. She simply does not have the 
vitality of life we knew in our youth.” 

Chief Archie Waquan added to this by saying, 
“I know the health of Mother Earth is not good. 
I also know itis because the environment and de¬ 
velopment are in conflict. Lake Athabasca and 
the McKenzie Delta is quickly being turned into 
nothing more than a giant sewage lagoon by the 
people to the south and outside of this immediate 

One thing is for certain. The communities of 
Fort Chipewyan are united and firmly resolved 
in their drive to get answers and action by the 
federal government, and secondly, to hold some¬ 
one accountable for the damage and losses 
caused by the crisis and pollution of their waters. 
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Crown Witness Admits Lying CONTROVERSY FOCUSES 


by Nick Michaels 

A judicial review into the murder conviction of Wilson 
Nepoose has revealed that the key witness at his 1987 trial was 
not telling the truth. 

Delma Bull who was a key crown witness has now testified 
that all of her earlier testimonywas fabricated. She says she 
signed statements that she had seen Nepoose and Marie Rose 
Desjarlais together the night that Desjarlais was killed 
because “I felt I had to. It was the only way I could go home.” 

Bull told Justice William Sinclair’s special hearing that the 
R.CJW.P. forced her to sign the documents and testify, threat¬ 
ening to charge her with perjury and take away her children if 
she refused. 

The cross examination of Bull will continue for a week after 
which Justice Sinclair will submit a report to the Provincial 
Court of Appeal. His conviction could be upheld, overturned or 
a new trial could be ordered. 

Wilson Nepoose is a Cree Indian from Hobbema, Alberta. He 
has been jailed at the Saskatchewan Penitentiary in Prince 
Albert for four years for a murder which he continues to claim 
he did not commit. 
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ON FISHING RIGHTS byRickGeorg 

A report in The Vancouver Sun has caused confusion about the federal 
government’s position regarding the fishing rights of Aboriginal people in 
British Columbia. 

An interview with Fisheries and Oceans Minister John Crosbie, 
published in the Sun last month reported that Crosbie said he is willing 
to let Natives sell fish caught with food fishing licenses. 

In a letter to the editor published the next day, Crosbie called the story 
“dead wrong” and “out of context.” 

“The story and TV coverage got a lot of people worked up. Some people 
thought we would be allowed to sell our own fish,” said Ken Malloway, a 
Native leader and co-chairman of the British Columbia Aboriginal 
Peoples’ Fisheries Commission in a telephone interview. 

“It was a very confusing story in the Sun ,” agreed Mike Hunter, presi¬ 
dent of the Fisheries Council of B.C., representing the interests of major 
fish processing com- 

The story claimed 
that Crosbie was c 
sidering letting I 
Native food fishermen 
sell their catch as an 
interim measure while 
a province-wide fish¬ 
eries agreement is 
reached between the 
federal and provincial 
governments, Native, 
commercial and sport 
fishermen. 

“Obviously (sales) is 
something that has to 
be considered when 
you’re considering an 
agreement with refer¬ 
ence to resources,” the 
Sun reported Crosbie 
as saying. 

There is conflict 

between Native and commercial fishermen in B.C. over food fish sales. 
Native food fishing comprises about five percent of the annual salmon 
catch. 

Last year the Supreme Court of Canada recognized with the Sparrow 
decision that Aboriginal people have the right to fish for ceremonial and 
social purposes. The decision did not include the right to sell fish. 

“The right to sell our fish is a major stumbling block. The Department 
of Fisheries and Oceans says that if the commercial and sport fishermen 
are not hurt, it will be fine,” Malloway said. “That’s not giving us anything 
at all. We would have to convince them. We don’t want to have to 
(ingraciate ourselves) to them. We want to do what we want to with our 
fish.” 

The distinction between food and commercial fishing is important to 
Mike Hunter. 

“What is food fish? In our view, that of the harvesting group and the 
Sparrow decision, food fish is for food and ceremonial consumption,” he 
said. The idea of food fishing belies the very important fact that Natives 
sell one third of the fish harvest under commercial licenses.” 

The Native fishing harvest involves questions of conservation, econom¬ 
ics and law. 

Commercial fishermen maintain that it is important to regulate Native 
fishing to ensure adequate spawning stock. Native fishermen say that the 
fish that they catch do not endanger stocks. 

* ’ s a * ot tens ' on - There have been threats of violence by a group 

>*******•*•******* called Direct Action, but they are not representative of all commercial 
fishermen,” Malloway said. ‘The fear of commercial fishermen is that 
they will lose their livelihood.” 

Native fishermen continue to risk arrest over the sale offish. Malloway, 
who is appealing a two-year suspended sentence for the illegal sale offish 
says that he and other Native fishers faring charges are prepared to fight 
their cause to the Supreme Court of Canada, where he says there is a 
better “chance that they will see our viewpoint.” 

Until then he "will keep selling fish. I believe that I have a right to We 
are^shU determined to keep exercising what we feel is our Aboriginal 
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MARITIME LEGISLATURES CONSIDER NATIVE SEATS, 



Commissions in Nova Scotia andNew Bruns¬ 
wick are beginning work on redrawing elec¬ 
toral boundaries to give Native groups a seat, 
but not necessarily a vote, in each legislature. 

New Brunswick Premier Frank McKenna is 
looking toward a system similar to that of the 
state of Maine in the United States. Under that 
system, legislators representing the two major 
Native groups in the state, the Passamaquoddy 
and the Penobscot, sit as non-voting members. 

There are two major groups of Natives in 
New Brunswick—the Micmac and the Mal- 
iseet— but Southam News reports that it is not yet clear as to whether 
there will be one or two Native seats in the legislature. Spokespersons for 
the province’s 9,000 Natives have stated that it would be preferable if the 
representative(s) could have voting rights. 

The New Brunswick boundary changes will take about two years to bring 
into place, and will be in effect for the provincial election that will follow 
the one that is expected to be held later this year. 

In Nova Scotia, Premier Don Cameron envisions a system in which one 
member of the legislature, who would have full voting rights, would be 
elected by the province’s approximately 10,000 Micmacs. However, the 
Nova Scotia commission will also examine Maine’s system, as well as the 
system used in New Zealand, in which certain seats are occupied by rep¬ 
resentatives of Aboriginal groups. 

The commission has also been mandated to ensure that Nova Scotia’s 
black and Acadian populations are properly represented in the provincial 
legislature. The commission will hold public hearings this fall, and has 
been asked by Premier Cameron to present recommendations to the 
legislature by spring, so that the new boundaries can come into effect for 
the next election, which must be held by 1993. 

According to Southam News, Dan Paul, representative for the Confeder- 

U.N. Supports Separatism Concerns 

by Angel Figueroa 

Concerns regarding Quebec separatism and its implications on territo¬ 
rial claims have been loudly raised by Canadian Native groups at an 
international forum sponsored by the United Nations in Geneva. 

To what the Canadian Press cited as “the merciless glare of interna¬ 
tional spotlight," Cree representatives revealed sensitive domestic is¬ 
sues related to Quebec separatism to prompt further U.N. criticism of 
Ottawa’s violation of Native human rights. 

The latest criticism comes in the form of a new report from two U.N. 
agencies which have attacked Quebec for disregarding the injurious 
social and ecological effects upon indigenous people from the James Bay 
hydro-electric project. . 

But the sharpest attacks were focused against the implications ol 
Quebec nationalist sentiment on Native land claims and rights ^Natu¬ 
rally, this is much to the great unease of many Canadian officials 
anxious to avoid further antagonism from both Quebec separatists and 
the United Nations. 

Every Indian group at the forum took great advantage ot the 
opportunity given them by the annual session of the U .N. Working Group 
on Indigenous People to lambast Canadian Native policy toward land 
claims. Each group—Algonquin, Cree, Mohawk, Inuit, Micmac, Ati- 
kamec and Montagnais—independently charged the federal government 
of failing to fulfil its constitutional responsibilities toward Indians whose 
land claims within Quebec remain unresolved. 

Canadian anxiety expresses itself in that the government is deliber¬ 
ately keeping quiet, hoping to not elevate the notion of Quebec sover¬ 
eignty, says Chief Ted Moses, Cree ambassador of the Cree of Northern 

^“Th<dr argument has been ‘Well, if we discuss it publicly, then that’s an 
admission on the part of Canada that sovereignty will become an 
inevitable fact of the future.’ So, they’re deliberately trying to keep quiet, 
Moses charged. , . . , 

“They wish to treat it as a domestic issue. I say this is not simply a 
domestic issue,” he said. “It’s an international issue.” 
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by Ryan Edwards 

acy of Mainland Micmacs in Nova Scotia, is pleased with the government’s 
proposal, but has stated that the commission must look closely at what 
Natives want and make “contact with the grassroots.” 

Paul looks to a system in which Natives on reserves would vote for one 
candidate, who would preferably be connected to a political party. 
Off-reserve Natives would have a choice between voting for the desig¬ 
nated Micmac candidate, or a candidate who would represent the electoral 
constituency in which they live. 

Paul also said that guaranteeing seats for Natives is only the first step 
in dismantling racial barriers in politics, and was quoted as saying that 
“What I would hope to see in Nova Scotia is that the political parties begin 
to recruit some credible Micmac candidates, and put them in ** " 
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UOUOR STORE HOURS 


nal system which has “denied the value of (the 
by Brian Savage Native) heritage,” «d has failed to prepare 

Natives for a functioning role in todays society. 

An attempt to ease the plight of alcoholics in Wilson condemns the Indian Act for its “cal- “The people who seek oblivion in substance 
Edmonton’s inner city has drawn the wrath of lousness and state sponsored brutality” that has abuse are just mirrors of how we have been 
the Assembly of First Nations. robbed Natives of their sense of self-worth. And driven toward oblivion as a people,” warned 

In a press release Acting National Chief Bill added to the problems of Natives is an educati- Wilson. 

Wilson condemned the Getty government for 
being “very far off the mark,” in allowing a liquor 
store to open its doors at 8:00 a.m., rather than 
10:00 a.m. 

Wilson urged the Getty government to strive 
for legal and constitutional reform to help 
Natives end substance abuse through imple¬ 
menting changes in their living conditions. 

It is believed that the government imple¬ 
mented the changes in the store’s hours of 
operation in order to provide addicts an altema- 


Inner-City Committee Combats Lysol 
Abuse with Controversial Measures 


by Angel Figueroa 


Following a city council approval to open a 
„„ 96th Street liquor store earlier— at 8 a.m.— an- 

tive to ingesting deadly cleaning fluids, mouth- other proposal might be in the making to lower 
washes and hairsprays by allowing them to the prices on sherry and wine to further deter al- 
purchase the less deadly alcohol. coholics from using hazardous products like 

“Unfortunately,” says Wilson, “a large number Lysol and Final-Net hair-spray, 
ofits customers are down-and-out Indian people Although he praises the good intentions of the 

with drinking problems.” committee, Fred Chalifoux of Poundmaker— 

The solution, Wilson urges, is to set up pro- Native AADAC—isn’t certain that the tactic is 
grams of rehabilitation for the alcoholic rather tbe best solution. He agrees that it could help 

than cater to his or her problem and suggests deter L y so1 abu8e . but feels that the move may in . . 

that the revenues gained from the extra hours be feet be damaging to Natives in the area who are welcomes a Poundmaker representative to si 
' to such programs.. a ^iT‘ CS ,. ._... , at the table, as it is not a closed committee and 



‘That might help ease the individual problems When there is alcoholism involved, you’re anyone interested in the problem is encouraged 
of addicts and might dispel the fear that the f lwa >' s craving for a dnnk—but it could be your to prov id e their opinion and input. 

Alberta Government is simply taking advantage , t °ne. I hate the idea of opening a liquor store Guthrie, who also works at the Bissell Centre 
of poor, suffering alcoholics.” at that time, but I guess it is better than drinking Drop-In, explains that the committee’s pro- 

Wilson feels that the problem of Natives and _ . posal to open early is only one part of a four-part 

alcohol in the inner city core is the end result of Chalifoux, a counsellor for Native alcoholics at process. “Another part is education, where we 

a “system of mistreatment... carried out for Poundmaker, has more to say about the decision hand out a sheet to alcohol abusers and those 

°If“ th f u ALCB store early, however. He who may potentially become one. On the sheet 

complains that Poundmaker wasn’t consulted is the message,‘If you are going to drink alcohol, 

when an inner-city committee proposed the drink what is meant to be drunk’.” Also printed 

early-opening scheme, and feels that this is a is a Hst of hair s mouthwash, and tonic 

good example of the common dilempa the products and their specific damage to the body, 

Native community faces. „ u in sobering detail. Induded at the bottom is the 

“Native opinion is too often ignored,” he said. stem warn ing, Drinking these items will kill 
Commonly, white peope can t understand that you sooner than yQU think 
Natives think differently and have a differen Neither Guthrje nor chalifoux know of the 
outlook. This is where we-Poundmaker-(can) exact number of Natives abusing these hazard . 

ss nsasss s ^ ** 

maker wasn’t consulted, and that he sincerely 
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NATIVE LEADERS 


Commitment and Dedication 


CHIEF BIG BEAR COMMEMORATED 



graves should be exhumed to see what historical 
knowledge would be revealed. 

Artifacts discovered on the site include a mus¬ 
ket with its barrel sawed off, flints, pottery, ajar, 
and the bones of a dog. 

The smoking hill “was no great discovery,” 
Quinney said. “Our elders knew it was there.” 

‘The smoking hill is a ceremonial place where 
we go to ask the Creator for guidance. It’s like a 
church,” Quinney said. “We enacted that with 
our program. We asked the Creator to give us 
guidance and direction and to make us strong in 
what we are doing.” 

Approximately 100 people participated at the 
ceremony at Frog Lake, including Art Price, the 
president of Husky Oil, along with the architects 
and engineers that assisted in rerouting the 
pipeline to avoid disruption of the campsite. 

Development of Big Bear’s camp involves the 
co-operation of the band at Frog Lake, Husky 
Oil, Alberta Culture, and the Alberta Monument 
and Sites Board. 

► Plans for the site include historical study, and 
the development of an interpretive centre for the 
public. 

“Further down the road we would like to build 
a camp with nature walks, horseback riding and 
cross country skiing. We would like to make a 
year-round site for tourist and local usage,” 
Quinney Baid. 


The Frog Lake First Nation held a celebration 
on July 23 to commemorate the discovery of the 
19th century camp of the Cree Chief Big Bear. 

“We were asking for guidance as well as having 
presentations and gift exchanges,” said Derrick 
Quinney, band counsellor in charge of economic 
development. 

The camp was discovered lastyearwhilebrush 
was being cleared for a Husky Oil pipeline 300 
kilometers northeast of Edmonton. 

Big Bear was a chief of prudence and vision. He 
was very reluctant to sign Treaty 5 because he 
thought it would be destructive to his people. Big 
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PROFILE: Ren Noskey 


by Carol Balanko-Dickson 

Ken Noskey hunts moose and eats bannock in 
his spare time at home on the settlement of 
Peavine, 32 miles north of High Prairie. 

As the newly elected president of The Metis 
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Settlements General Council, Ken says he was 
elected to the three-year position because he’s 
honest, up-front and God fearing. 

“My mother was a Christian so I was brought 
up in a Christian home. I don’t smoke or drink,” 
says Ken. 

“People believed in what I could do for them... 
and I plan to do the best while I’m here and to get 
people to work as a team. In the short time we 
have, we have a lot of planning ahead of us.” 

There is no official three-year mandate for the 
council until a planning meeting is held in 
Grande Prairie on the 13, 14 and 15 of August. 

Before he became president, the 34-year-old 


was chairperson for two years for the Peavine 
settlement, made up of470 residents; and before 
that, he was councillor for three years. During 
that time, he helped sign the Metis Settlement 
Accord that will help create better housing and 
develop employment. 

As present, he is overseer of the eight settle¬ 
ment councils and organizations throughout Al¬ 
berta. 

Before he became involved with the council, he 
was a logging contractor and fisherman. He still 
owns a grain and cow-calf operation. Married 
with three children, he admits, Tm a simple, 
down to earth kind of guy.” 
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CHIEF FRANK HALCROW 

by Carol Balanko-Dickson 

Chief Frank Halcrow has been chief of the 
Grand Council of the Treaty 8 First Nations 
since its inception 2 years ago. 

He has been a hereditary chief of the Grouard 
Band for 21 years. Chief Halcrow conducts his 
business in Edmonton two days a week. Other¬ 
wise, he usually spends 75 percent of his time 
with his band. 

He’s seen a lot of changes in two decades. 

“We’re not in the same position as twenty years 
ago and I’ve enjoyed seeing these changes take 
place,” says Halcrow. Many Indian communi¬ 
ties have modern commodities—running water, 
sewer systems—as downtown Edmonton. New 
chiefs are educated. Indian people are starting 
to mark out their own destiny and preserve 
them for the future of their children. They’re 
getting involved in issues that are important to 

Mandates for the Council for this year include 
Treaty Review, Social and Child Welfare. 

Bom in High Prairie Hospital in 1943, he was 
raised in Grouard, Alberta and still lives there 
with 1800 other inhabitants. He has four sons 
and two daughters. 

In general, the Council develops, promotes and 
enhances issues that are important to chiefs 
(chiefs of the Treaty 8 include B.C., NWT, two 
bands of Northwest Saskatchewan and Alberta) 
and provides a unified, collective organization 
that secures, organizes and preserves the spirit 
of Treaty 8 of 1898. 

The Council acts as a watchdog, making sure 

Congratulations to Duncan Band Btserw 
on tkir rm AAtd/ca! Centn 

ANDY GRAVEL 
TRENCHING LTD. 

Box 1159, 



they keep up to their end of the treaty and 
seeing that infringements aren’t made on it. 

Chiefs monitor and evaluate the actions of 
the government, agencies and corporations 
which affect the concerns of Council members. 

Chief Halcrow founded and helped develop 
the Lesser Slave Lake Council. In 1979, he sat 
on the Indian Health Care Commission and 
helped develop it. 

When he has a free moment—which isn’t 
very often—he enjoys boating or hunting moose 
on the north shore of Lesser Slave Lake. “I love 
the isolation and being able to relax,” he says. 

In the future, he feels Indian people will make 
their own destiny or become co—managers with 
the government on issues of importance to 
them, instead of the government looking after 
everything. 
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GIT’KSAN CLOSE OTTAWA OFFICE 

by Brian Savage between the band council and Sterritt’s activi¬ 

ties on the Governance Committee. 

Ralph Michell, a speaker for the Git’ksan “We’re concerned about our own activities 
Tribal Council, has confirmed that after recent right here,” said Michell, who added, “Our need 
“discussions” between the Council and Neil for the Ottawa office wasn’t consistent,” noting 
Sterritt, the band has decided to close its Ot- that it would sometimes be used only once a 


Sterritt, who has helped develop the Chiefs 
Governance Committee which is part of a num¬ 
ber of Native groups looking at how to reform or 
overhaul certain sections of the Indian Act, will 
“probably be working full time for the Govern¬ 
ance Committee,” said Michell, who added that 
he “officially” did not “see” any more ties be¬ 
tween Sterritt and the B.C. band. 

Michell denied any allegations that the move 
to close the office was a reflection of dissension 



Asked about Sterritt’s standing with the band, 
Michell replied, “Some say he (Sterritt) is an 
hereditary chief, some say he isn’t." 

The actions of the Git’ksan were taken after 
the appearance of a letter that alleges collusion 
between Sterritt and Harry Swain, Deputy 
Minister of Indian Affairs. 

Swain was quoted in The Ottawa Citizen as 
saying Sterritt had been “ambushed” by a 
forgery and that the fake letter “is part of the 
campaign to discredit Neil Sterritt.” 

When contacted in Ottawa, Sterritt com¬ 
mented by saying he faces “an ongoing problem 
of fact” made worse by the article in The Ottawa 
Citizen which Sterritt branded as being errone- 

Sterritt calls many of the statements in the 
story “misleading and wrong.” 

Chief Herb George of the Git’ksan is quoted in 
the article as saying, in reference to Sterritt’s 
work with the governance group, “it was getting 
out of hand and we didn’t want to get caught up 
in this matter.” 

Sterritt says the remarks were “stated 
wrongly and taken out of context.” According to 
Sterritt, George “has denied to me that he said 
anything of the kind.” 

A claim that the governance group had re¬ 
ceived over $2 million in funds was dismissed by 
Sterritt, who says the funding agreement with 


15 

the federal government reveals the figure to be 
$180,000 for the 1990-91 fiscal year. 

Sterritt calls the letter in question a forgery 
and “a clumsy attempt to discredit me.” He also 
notes that the O.P.P. and R.C.M.P. are now in¬ 
vestigating the authenticity of the letter and the 
letter, says Sterritt, “as a false document... 
discloses nothing truthful about my relation¬ 
ship with Mr. Swain.” 

And finally, on questions regarding his stand¬ 
ing in the Git’ksan Band, Sterritt declares, “I 
am Git’ksan and a member of the Kispiox Fire- 
weed House of Gitludahl. I am a “Simoighet” 
(Chief) in this House.” 


ROSS HARVEY, M.P. 
Edmonton East 
Community Office 


11809-66 Street 



Edmonton, AB T5B1J2 495-6688 

Working for you! 


STERRITT DEFENDS 

Continued from Page 6 

As far as being a threat to Ovide Mercredi’s 
leadership, Sterritt is adamant: “No way. I 
withdrew from the leadership race and sup¬ 
ported him and one reason I did it is that I 
thought he would stand by the Toronto resolu- 

Sterritt says he is “mystified” by Mercredi’s 


apparent turnaround, and allegations that he is 
a lackey of the government anger him. 

“I have taken on some of the biggest cases in 
Canada, I launched the largest comprehensive 
land claims court case in North American 
history and that took on the entire power 
system. I’m not a stranger to taking on the 
system; to suggest that I am a puppet of the 
minister is an insult. There is not a chance in the 
world I’m a puppet to any man, nor are these 
chiefs.” 

Sterritt concluded by saying that the AFN 
leader’s remarks were “unfortunate and unfair." 
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LAND CLAIMS 
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LAND CLAIMS COMMISSION 
LEADER APPOINTED 


by Nick Michaels 


The leader has been appointed for a federal 
land claims commission which will assist in 
resolving disputes arising during negotiations. 

Harry LaForme, the Indian Commissioner of 
Ontario assumes his duties this month as Chief 
Commissioner of the new federal Indian Specific 
Claims Commission. The commission will con¬ 
sist of seven commissioners including LaForme 
who will be responsible for its management. The 
commission was announced in April and is being 
established to speed up settlement of specific 
land claims particularly those disputes that 
have arisen over breached treaty provisions. 

"Mr. LaForme is certainly no stranger to 
specific claims policy and process issues,” stated 
Indian Affairs Minister Tom Siddon, explaining 
that LaForme had “contributed significantly” to 
the specific claims initiative which he will now 
head. 

LaForme is a member of the Mississaugas of 
the New Credit Indian Band of southern On¬ 
tario. A graduate of Osgoode Hall Law School, 
he was called to the Ontario Bar in 1979. His law 
experience includes special emphasis on Indian 
treaty rights, Charter issues and constitutional 

division of powers. mining compensation. The co mm ission may rec- 

LaForme worked as a policy advisor with the ommend the compensation criteria that should 
Indian Commission of Ontario during Justice apply. 

C.P. Hartt’s term as the first Commissioner of It will not consider claims based on: 

I.C.O. He himself was appointed Indian Com- • unextinguished Aboriginal title; 
missioner of Ontario in 1989. • events less than 15 years old at the date of 

The Specific Land Claims Commission will act claim submission to government, 
as an independent body with the authority to Both the claimant band and the government 
subpoena witnesses and records and establish will have the opportunity to make representa- 
its own rules of procedure. tions to the Commission on each case. The 

A band may go to the Commission when it Commission will arrange for mediation if re¬ 
disagrees with the Minister’s rejection of its quested by both parties in order to assist in 
claim for negotiation. The Commission would resolving a dispute arising during negotiations, 
make recommendations to the Governor- If a band does not accept the recommendation of 
in-Council on whether the band has established the Commission or the decision of the govem- 
that Canada has an outstanding lawful obliga- ment it may take the matter to court, 
tion as defined in the Specific Claims Policy. The Commission will submit an annual report 
Bands will also be able to go to the Commission to the Govemor-in-Council on its activities, and 
when there is disagreement with the Minister’s the activities of Canada and bands relating to 
decision over which criteria will be used in deter- specific claims brought before the Commission. 
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ISLAND LAKE LAND CLAIM SETTLED 


The Island Lake (Ministikwan) Indian Band, 
Canada and the Province of Saskatchewan 
recently signed an agreement resolving a land 
claim which dates back to 1914. 

In a referendum held 
by the Band on May 14, 

1991, a majority of the 
membership voted in 
favour of the proposed 
agreement and author¬ 
ized its chief and coun¬ 
cillors to enter into the 
Settlement Agree- 

“As Chief of the Is¬ 
land Lake Band, I af¬ 
firm that the return of 
the alienated lands will 
signify a new dawn for 
the Island Lake 
people,” Chief Harvey 
Chief said. “We must 
use this opportunity to 
our benefit so that a 
hundred years into the 
future our people will 
warmly remember this 
day.” 

He added, “Let the 
spirit of co-operation 
shown among the fed¬ 
eral government, the province of Saskatchewan, 
third parties and the Island Lake Band, ena¬ 
bling this settlement to occur, be a sign of the 
continuing understanding and co-operation that 
will exist among our peoples.” 

“A 77-year-old mistake is finally being put 
right,” said Harry Swain, Deputy Minister of 
Indian Affairs and Northern Development. “I 
congratulate the Band, whose patience, good 
will and negotiating skills have brought all 
parties to this honourable conclusion.” 

“As Deputy Premier of the Government of 
Saskatchewan and as the M.L.A. for this area, I 
congratulate the Island Lake Band on the 
successful resolution of this claim,” said George 
McLeod, Deputy Premier. “The Band’s determi¬ 
nation and co-operative approach have pro¬ 
duced very positive results. This settlement 
provides a model of effective negotiations satis¬ 
fying the interests of all parties.” 



The Island Lake Band and Canada are parties 
to Treaty No. 6, signed in 1876. In 1910, the 
Island Lake Band Reserve No. 161 was surveyed 
for the use and benefit of the Band. In 1914, a 
second survey was 
undertaken which pur¬ 
portedly reduced the 
size of the reserve by 
approximately 10,560 
acres. Two years later 
an Order-in-Council 
was enacted, to author¬ 
ize this reduction. 
UnderTreaty No. 6 and 
the provisions of the 
Indian Act 1906 , the 
consent of the Band 
was required for a re¬ 
serve reduction of this 
nature. The Band’s 
consent was never ob¬ 
tained by Canada. 
Control of these lands 
was assumed by the 
province of Saskatche¬ 
wan under the provi¬ 
sions of the Natural 
Resources Transfer 
Agreement, 1930. 

In 1979, the Band 
submitted its specific 


PxkeHand 

O**- TOURIST ^ASSOC 


Promoting beautiful 
North Eastern Alberta 



Phone 

(403) 645-2913 
FAX (403)645-5790] 

P.O. Box 874 _ 

St. Paul, Alberta, Canada 


by the Band, Saskatchewan and Canada. 

The Settlement Agreement provides for the 
reconfirmation of approximately 10,560 acres of 
land to reserve status, including surface and 
subsurface rights; and compensation to be paid 
to the Band for its expenses to purchase all third 
party interests that are currently held in the 
land. These interests have been negotiated by 
the Band to the satisfaction of both Canada and 
Saskatchewan. 

Saskatchewan will accept surrenders of the 
third party interests in the lands from individu¬ 
als granted leasehold and permit interests in 
and to the lands. 

Under the Agreement, the Band will release 
Canada on a full and final basis from any further 
obligations arising from this transaction. Can¬ 
ada will release Saskatchewan on a similar 
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Edmonton. Alberta 
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A Salute to your 7th Anniversary 

AAA "TRIPLE A" 

DENTURE CLINIC LTD. 

Blaine F. J. Cassios 
Certified Denial Mechanic (Denturist) 
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Congratulations Alberta native Mints on 
your 7th Anniversary 
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Congratulations, Alberta Motive ’Mints, 
on your 7th Anniversary. "Wishing 
you Continued Success, from 
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WASHAGAMIS BAY FIRST NATION SIGNS AFA AGREEMENT 


Congratulations. Alberta Native News 
on your 7th Anniversary 

GRAND CENTRE TURBO 

Oil Changes, Minor Mechanical Repairs 
Licensed Mechanic On Duty 


Steve and Cathy Gregory 594-3022 

Mmday-Friday: 7:00 am,-10:00 p.m. General Delivery 
Saturday: 9:00 a.m.-9:00 p.m. Grand Centre 

Sunday: 10:00a.m.-6:00p.m. Alberta T0A 1T0 



IC anwest 

PROPANE Inc. 
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WAINWRIGHT, AH VERMILION, AB 

( 403 ) 842-5600 ( 403 ) 853-2911 

1705 - 15th Avenue 5407 - 47llt Avenue 


Congratulations Alberta native Pew 
on 7 years of Independent publishing 

bQfteSgibionco.ltd. 

SERVING B.C., 

SV VJ 1 ALBERTA, YUKON & 

J NORTHWEST TERRITORIES 


SEE YOUR LOCAL B & G DEALER 
FOR ALL YOUR PLUMBING, HEATING & 
ELECTRICAL SUPPLIES 



Washagamis Bay First Nation Chief Alfred 
Sinclair has signed an Alternative Funding Ar¬ 
rangement (AFA) agreement with Ottawa. 
“Under this new agreement,” Chief Sinclair 
said, “AFA will help us plan our future and alio w 
us to determine our priorities in the years 
ahead.” 

The five-year agreement is designed to allevi¬ 
ate the amount of external reporting and consul¬ 
tation required by the Chief and Council wider 
existing systems. Under Alternative Funding 
Arrangements, the concept is that primary 
accountability is to community members, rather 
than to the government. 

Last year, 31 AFA agreements were signed in 
Ontario alone. A further 20 agreements are ex¬ 
pected to be signed in the Ontario region in the 
1991/92 fiscal year. While they are not a substi¬ 
tute for self-government, AFA agreements in¬ 
crease the amount of local control a community 
has over its financial resources and programs. 
They are considered to be a step in the process of 
moving toward self-government. 

The Washagamis Bay First Nation is the 
eighth First Nation in the Western District of 
Ontario to sign an agreement for Alternative 
Funding, and the first in the Kenora area. 


Inner-City Committee 


Guthrie adds that he’s also aware of the 
controversy in opening a liquor store early and 
selling cheap booze, but points out that it is not 
the immediate aim of the committee to get 
alcoholics off the bottle. 

“We are very concerned that the public thinks 
we are advocating people to drink. We’re not. 
We’re saying these people drink anyway, so let’s 
get the message clearly to them that this stuff 
they drink will kill them faster than they think. 
Changing the alcohol habits of hardened Lysol 


SunLine tire 

14 tLmtfUtU 04*4 Ut* Bud Pur Ir/tm 

AUTO • TRUCK • TRAILER CENTRE 

ZlnmcesronE 

• Brakes • Electronic Alignment 

• Major Overhauls • Tune-ups 

• Batteries • Starters • Alternators 
Complete Parts—Service—Towing 

(306) 825-3200 

3912 - 44lh Street, Highway #16 East & 40th Ave., 
Lloydminsler, Saskatchewan S9V 0Y2 


FARM BOY 
TRUCKING LTD. 

Atmore, Alberta 
are now offering 

General Freight 
Reefer Service 

Three Days a Week 
— Monday, Wednesday and Friday — 
to the following points: 
Grassland, Atmore, Plamondon, 
Lac La Biche. 

For same day pickup in Edmonton call: 

I Central Carriers (Edmonton) Ltd. I 
1 - (403)447-1610 —J 

Phone 525-3309 



Continued from Page 12 

drinkers is really something we may not be able 
to do.” 

For now, the committee will wait out the three 
month period that the liquor store will be open. 
It hopes the experiment will show that alcoholics 
who previously bought Lysol and hair spray 
early in the morning are switching to alcohol 
intended for consumption. As the workers at the 
Bissel Centre Drop-In know who the Lysol 
abusers are, they can be monitored on an 
unscientific basis, and Guthrie feels that “this 
should be a fairly good indication to us if there 
has been any change.” 

In the meantime, the committee will also 
consider their proposal to make some of the 
available sherry and wine cheaper. The ration¬ 
ale follows that most inner-city alcoholics have 
little money, and can get a “cheaper high” with 
a $5 Lysol can than with beverage alcohols, so 
only cheaper liquor can act as an effective deter- 

The drawback to this option, agrees Guthrie, 
is that cheaper prices could also allow alcoholics 
to buy more and then drink more, which is not 
what the committee wants. Jim Spinelli, a 
co-worker of Guthrie’s at the Bissell Centre, told 
The Edmonton Journal that as a result of the 
controversy, the motion won’t be tabled just yet. 

“We want to see the effects of this move 
(opening early) before we recommend anything 
else,” said Spinelli. “It wasn’t difficult to get the 
A.L.C.B. to open earlier. But to drop the price on 
a product gets a little more dicey, more difficult." 


Congratulations across the miles 
to Alberta Native News 
on 7 years of Publishing, from 

Chapel Island 
Band 



R.R. No. I. Richmond Co. 
St. Peters. N.S. B0E 3B0 
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A HISTORICAL REVIEW OF THE 
LUBICON STRUGGLE: Part D 


by Dale Stelter 



Synopsis of Part 1: the Lubicon Indians 
of northern Alberta have not signed a 
treaty with the federal government, and 
thus maintain that they have never given 
up Aboriginal rights to their traditional 
lands. Until the early 1970s, the Lubicon 
remained living basically as they had for 
generations, with little contact with the 
outside world, and gaining their liveli¬ 
hoods through hunting, fishing, and trap¬ 
ping. 

Then, as the Lubicon saw their tradi¬ 
tional lands invaded by oil companies, 
their traditional way of life and social 
structures also came under attack. Social 
and medical problems of all kinds, most of 
which the Lubicon had had little or no 
previous experience with, proliferated. 

At each stage of their ordeal, the Lubicon 
received little sympathy from either of the 
provincial or federal governments. On the 
contrary, it become apparent that the Canadian 
government, the so-called guardian of Aborigi¬ 
nal rights, was aligning itself opposite to the Lu- 

Further, the Lubicon made no progress in 
their court battles to obtain recognition of their 
Aboriginal rights to the land. For example, in 
1983, the Lubicon submitted to the courts the 
sworn statements of Elders and a number of 
relevant non-Native experts, assessing the 
effects of oil development activity upon the 
band’s traditional way of life. 

On the other hand, lawyers for the Alberta 
government and the oil companies submitted no 
affadavits on traditional life. A provincial court 
judge, who was a former lawyer for an oil 
company, dismissed the Lubicon’s case, saying 
that no traditional way of life had been shown. 

The Lubicon took this decision to the Alberta 
Court of Appeal. However, the appeal panel 
upheld the original ruling, saying that the 


Lubicon would be able to restore the wilderness 
with money paid in damages if they were ever 
able to prove that they retained continuing 
Aboriginal title in the area. 

The Lubicon then went to the Supreme Court 
of Canada, which, without explanation, declined 
to hear the Lubicon appeal. One of the judges on 
the Supreme Court of Canada panel later left the 
bench and was appointed to the board of direc¬ 
tors of a large petro-chemical conglomerate 
with significant interests in the Lubicon’s tradi¬ 
tional territory. 

The years stretched on until, in October of 
1988, the Lubicon abandoned their legal battles 
and erected blockades to their traditional lands. 
Armed R.C.M.P. officers, equipped with chain¬ 
saws and accompanied by helicopters and dogs, 
moved in and dismantled the barricades. How¬ 
ever, the Lubicon’s actions prompted the Alberta 
and Canadian governments into reopening ne¬ 
gotiations. Needless to say, Prime Minister 
Brian Mulroney was also well aware of the 
federal election to be held that November, and of 
the need to appear to be taking action on 
Aboriginal:' 


Congratulations on your 7th Anniversary. (■. 
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philosophy—keep up the good work! 
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LUBICON STRUGGLE 


Continued from Page 19 



Turbo McCauley Turbo 


"We wash your windshield, 
offer to check your oil 
or your gas purchase is free..." 


Phone: (403) 423-1232 


EAVESTROUGHING 

SERVING THE PEACE COUNTRY 
NOW UNDER NEW OWNERSHIP 

DO IT RIGHT! 


Gil Wiens is the new owner of 
GRIMSHAW EAVESTROUGHING 
(formerly Terry’s Eavcstroughing). 

Gil invites all current and future 
customers to give him a call. 

For estimates callt 

(403) 332-2143 Grimshaw, AB 


Shop Duty Free 


I and SAVE up to 50% on liquor, 
tobacco, fragrances and gifts. 

Visitors and departing Canadians may purchase 
at the COUTTS BORDER CROSSING located on 
Highway #4 between the Canadian and 
American customs (Alberta/Montana border). 


SAVE TIME! SAVE MONEY! 

(403) 344-3000 
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SHOP DUTY FREE 
WHERE EVERYTHING 
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I Brochure received from Alberta Native NewsI 
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available, there would be no 
health center for the Lubicon, 
although the now-unusable 
$350,000 would remain as a part 
of the total offer. 

As Lubicon band advisor Fred 
Lennarson stated, the federal of¬ 
fer, “provides the Lubicon people 
with absolutely no capability to 
become once again socially and 
economically self-sufficient.” 
And, as Lubicon Chief Bernard 
Ominayak said, acceptance of 
the federal government’s offer 
would ensure that the Lubicon 
people “remain forever depend¬ 
ent upon welfare to support our¬ 
selves, and upon outsiders to 
manage and provide for us. We 
will nevervoluntarily acceptsuch 
a humiliating and degrading fu- 


Another important issue in 
settlement negotiations involved 
compensation to the Lubicon for 
oil and gas revenues taken from 
lands to which the band holds 
Aboriginal title, and for benefits 



the Lubicon have not received since they were 
first promised a reserve. Both of these issues are 
common categories in compensation negotia¬ 
tions between Natives and the federal govem- 



In response, the federal government said that 
if the Lubicon accepted the “take-it-or-leave-it” 
offer, they could go to court to sue for compensa¬ 
tion. Needless to say, the Lubicon had little faith 
left in the Canadian legal system, not to mention 
the fact that the previous years of wrangling in 
the courts had severely drained their financial 
resources. Moreover, the federal offer contained 
clauses requiring the Lubicon to surrender and 
release all of their Aboriginal land rights, and to 
cede all possible basis for any such legal action. 

Negotiations between the Lubicon and the 


Canadian government then broke off, and have 
never resumed due to the government’s refusal 
to budge from its position. However, oil develop¬ 
ment on the Lubicon’s traditional lands has 
continued, and it is now estimated that approxi¬ 
mately $6 billion in oil and gas revenues have 
been extracted from Lubicon land. Not one cent 
has gone to the band. 

In the months following the breakdown of 
negotiations with the federal government, talks 
between the Lubicon and the Alberta govern¬ 
ment were initiated a number of times. Those 
efforts also proved fruitless, and the last round 
of such talks broke off in June of 1990. 


Next month: “Divide-and-conquer” tac¬ 
tics by the federal government; under seige 
from forestry development. 


GoryrrtMions to Alberta Native News 
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POWWOW GUIDE 



Presented below are a number ofPow Wow celebrations, gatherings, and other important 
events that are being held soon across Indian Country. Get inolved, learn something and 
have a good time. 

August 12 -17 

• The Pas Band, The Pas, Manitoba hosts the 
Opasquiak Days. Call (204) 623-5483/4. 

August 12 -18 

• The International First Peoples Gathering 
will be held at Victor Lake near Grande Cache, 

Alberta. For more information call Lester at 
827-2094. 

August 13 -15 

• Prince Albert Indian-Metis Friendship Centre 
Pow Wow, at Prince Albert, Sask. Call Eugene 
Arcand, (306) 764-3431. 

August 16 -18 

• Visit the Big River Band Pow Wow at Debden, 

Saskatchewan. Call 724-4700. 

• The Piapot Band will hold their Pow Wow at 

Cupar, Saskatchewan. (306) 561-2701 for infor¬ 
mation. September 1 - October 1 

• The Grassy Narrows Indian Band is holding a • The Peace Hills Trust Annual Native Art 

Traditional Pow Wow at Grassy Narrows, On- Contest is being held with entries mailed or 
tario. For more information contact Arnold or delivered to 10 Fir., Kensington Place, 10011 - 
Moses at (807) 925-2201. 109 Street, Edmonton, AB T5J 3S8. Entries 

August 20 - 23 should be postmarked no later than October 1, 

Beardy’s/Okemasis Pow Wow at Duck Lake, 1991. See ad page 31 for details and entry form. 
Saskatchewan. Call (306) 467-4523 or 467-4454. September 13-15 

August 23 -25 The Medicine Wheel Gathering is held at the 

• Treaty Days will be celebrated by the Kehewin Nakoda Lodge in Morley Alberta on the Stoney 

Band at Bonnyville, Alberta. Call 826-3333 for Reserve. Contact Doug at (403) 949-2143 for 
further details. information. 

• The Sandy Bay Ojibway First Nation is September 22 - 25 

hosting their 10th Annual Celebration Pow • 11th Annual International Conference on Na- 
Wow. For information call Norman in Marius, tive American Language Issues in Prince George, 
Manitoba at (204) 843-2603 B.C. Call (604) 567-9236. 

August 30 - September 1 October 6, 7 and 8 

• The 8th Annual Pow Wow hosted by the • The Women and Wellness Conference II is a 

Wabigoon Lake Ojibway nation near Dinorwic, gathering of the women to promote 
Ontario. Contact Paul at (807) 938-6334 for physical and spiritual wellness, held 
details. Saskatoon Inn, Saskatoon, SK. Phone (306) 332- 

August 30 - 31, 1991 6777 for information. 

• Kashtin will be playingat the Wemindji Arena October 12 - 13 

in Wemindji, Quebec, starting at 8:00 p.m. • The Nekaneet Maple Creek Championship 
Tickets are available at your local NNADAP Pow Wow will be held in Maple Creek, Sas- 
office. For details call Edward (819) 978-0361. katchewan. For details phone (306) 662-3660. 
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A GATHERING FOR ALL PEOPLE: 

An Unforgettable Weekend of Ceremonies, Workshops, Fellowship and trails 

A modem day Medicine Wheel Gathering, bom in the vision dream of 
Sun Bear, comes to Canada on the weekend of September 13 -15, 1991, 
at Nakoda Lodge, Morley, Alberta (on the Stoney Reserve Highway 1A, 
one hour’s drive from Calgary). The gathering brings together Native 
American Medicine persons, and several other well known teachers. 

Medicine Wheels of stone once spread across North America, con¬ 
structed by the original Native inhabitants. These wheels were the 
ceremonial centres for the Native people, a place where their sacred 
teachers would share their teachings and conduct ceremonies. Such cere¬ 
monial circles are found in Native ways of people all over the earth—from 
the standing stone circles of Stonehenge in England to the Mandala circ¬ 
les of India, and the heiau of Hawaii. .... 

Sun Bear had a vision several years ago that told him NOW is the time 
for Medicine Wheels to return to the land, as places of healing, sharing ana 

teaching for Native and non-Native alike. A Medicine Wheel is a large The following teachers will be guiding the gathenng. 

circle built with stones. It is symbolic oftheuniverse.lt is a teaching tool, . Sun Bear, a sacred teacher, the founderand Medicine Chief of t 

an altar a place where Medicine people share their teachings, a central Bear Tribe Medicine Society, a person whose life forms a bridge between 
“S'X“andaplace where ceremonies are conducted. It is also a the Native and non-Native cultures, a noted lecturer and author. He 
place for dancing and singing. It is a common symbol to many tribes. teaches people that we are all a part of the circle of hfe, and connected with 

Sun Bear and the other sacred teachers are interested in going beyond everything else m the universe. . , . , . ,, 

the concepts of holistic healing by introducing a framework for holistic . Brant Secunda, a shaman, healer and ceremonial leader m the 
tiring The traditional people of this land, and all other lands, knew that Huichol tradition of Mexico. Brant is the Director of the Dance of the Deer 
no one could be truly healthy if their environment upon the earth was Foundation: Center of Shamamc Studies in California, and leads semi 
unhealthy. They recognized their connection to the circle of life—the n ars and pilgrimages worldwide 

elements the plants the animals and the spirit keepers—and knew that . Vince Stogan, a spiritual healer of the Coast Salish Nation, 
this circle had P to be whole in order for people to have good lives, healthy Musqueam Band, Vancouver, Canada. He is of the fifth generation of his 
lj veB fami ly to carry on the medicine of the smokehouse tradition of initiation 

and spiritual dance. 

Other guides include Charles Lawrence, Susan (/Shea, Connor Saver 
and Edna Stogan. . 

The teachers will share not only some of the attitudes and methods of 
healing used by Native people but also what they mean by holistic life and 
by the term Medicine. Couched inside this magical world-view is one of 
the most sophisticated, knowledgeable, holistic cosmologies ever to be on 
the earth. , , 

There will be many workshops given on subjects ranging from healing 
to finding your own song. There will also be drumming, dance, and time 
for quiet reflection and spiritual growth. 

The 1991 Canadian Medicine Wheel Gathering is more than a 
symposium of great teachers—it is an event that brings together hun¬ 
dreds of people from many different walks of life to share, nurture, dance, 
laugh and love for two and a half wonderful days. 
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WOMEN AND WELLNESS CONFERENCE 
TO BE HELD IN SASKATOON 


speakers are focussing oi 


it affect all 


Topics include the Traditional Role of Women, 
Circle of Healing, Adult Survivors of Sexual 
Abuse, Fetal Alcohol Syndrome, Family Vio¬ 
lence, Adult Children of Alcholics, and AIDS. 
The conference objectives are... Speakers include: 

_ _. „ „„ • to provide the opportunity for women to Billy Rogers, MPR Indian Health Promotion 

October 6, 7 and 8, 1991 at the Saskatoon Inn, come together in the spirit of sharing, unity and Divison, University of Oklahoma. “The Healing 
Saskatoon, Saskatchewan. The goal of the con- support; Has Started.” 

ference is to assist women in recognizing their • to provide a safe place for sharing and Betty Spence, Elder. SIFC - Regina, Sas- 
ability to empower themselves through mind, discussion of crisis situations in family units; katchewan. ‘The Traditional Role of Women, 
body and spirit. • to explain ways and means for the healing to * Karen Collins, President of National Abo- 

The first conference was held last year and it begin and lead to the healing of the mind, body nginal Friendship Centres, Bonnyville, Alberta, 
brought together over 400 women' from four and spirit; “The Role of Wife and Mother in Functional 

provinces and three states. The success of that • to reinforce the knowledge that abuse in any Family Units.” 

event has prompted conference organizers to form is not acceptable in the traditional ways of * Cecilia Firethundet. Educator, Marten, 
invite delegates from across North America for old. South Dakota, Circle of healing expertise. “How 

what is sure to become an annual gathering. Bellegarde explains that the three-day ses- Will I Get There?" 

Conference spokesperson Jean Bellegarde sion will provide the delegates with “strategies • Shirley Turcotte, Adult survivor of sexual 
states that “All indications are that the healing that they can take home to begin healing the abuse, Vancouver, B.C. “To a Safer Place, 
has been strengthened and continues to be mental, spiritual and physical wellness... Our . * Verna SauUcnux, Survivor of family^ 


strengthened. Women are becoming 
“empowered” and are being called upon to take 
up their leadership role in the communities. 
More and more, women are being called upon to 
heal ourselves so that we can be rightfully recog¬ 
nized in the eyes of others. It is the women who 
are looked up to in the communities for the 
healing and pulling together of dysfunctional 
situations.” 


-*= 


lence, Thompson, Manitoba. “Confronting Fam¬ 
ily Violence." 

• Lucy Pelletier, Concerned Native Women 
regarding drinking and pregnancy. “Booze Can 
Do It!” 

• Anna Latimer, Psychotherapist. Adult 
child of alcoholic parents, Seattle, Washington. 

“When I Was a Child....” 

• Kecia Larkin. HIV+, Victoria, B.C. 

• Kandy Lewis. AIDS Consultant, Seattle, 
Washington. “The Family and AIDS.” 

Other conference highlights include a theatre 
dramatization of Native women’s social issues 
and a banquet featuri ng Native comedian, George 
Tuccare. 

On behalf of the organizing committee Belle- 

Prince George, British Columbia is the site of . Mr. Timoti Karetu, a professor from the f^tduattross Norih Wricat lueTdlhe 

SSSS 

PI Xmeri- wStopire sucit as’Uffi^sUytopmenUor 1™"™“ togcXr'ani 

can Language issues will explore the need to Aboriginal Languages, Linguistic Training for ^ ^ ® 

balance the demands of modern eduation with First Nations and Aboriginal Language Policy. u „r‘ 

the wisdom of traditional wavs of teaching and The kovnnho nHrfrose will he delivered hv F.thel lnrou > a lne sirengin OI 


Native Language Conference M 
to be Held in B.C. —— 


by Nick Michaels 


the wisdom of traditional ways of teaching and The keynote address will be delivered by Ethel 
the richness of Indigenous languages and cul- Blondin, MP for the Western Arctic, 
tures of the Americas. The conference is being held at the Holiday 

Presenters will include: Inn, Prince George, B.C. from September 22— 

• Dr. William Wilson, a linguist specializing in 25. Registration fee is $195. (Cdn.) with no 

the traditional Hawaiian language; charge for Elders or students. 

• Ms. Patricia Locke, a private consultant on For additional information contact Linden 

Indian Education, with emphasis on language Pinay, Executive Director of the Yinka Dene 
and culture; Language Institute at R.R.I2 Hospital Road, 

• Mr. Terry Klokeid, an associate Professor of Vanderhoof, B.C. VOJ 3A0 or phone (604) 567- 
Linguistics affiliated with Saskatchewan In- 9236. 

dian Federated College, and 


WOMEN & WELLNESS 
CONFERENCE II 

"A GATHERING OF THE WOMEN" 

OCTOBER 6, 7, 8, 1991 SASKATOON INN 
2002 Airport Drive, Saskatoon, SK 



Registration: $75 (at the door) $60 (pre-registration) 
Includes Sessions - Lunches tor 3 days 
Theatrical Presentation Sunday Evening 
Banquet Monday Evening 

You are invited to experience the veracity and 
realization of Women & Wellness Conference II: 

"A Gathering of the Women - Mind, Body, and 
Spiritual Wellness.' 

The Goal of this conference is to assist the women 
to recognize their ability to empower themselves 
through mind, body, and spirit. 

^REGISTRATION FORM (one per person) ~1 


REGISTRATION AT THE SASKATOON INN 
SATURDAY. OCTOBER 5,1991 from 4 p.m. to 9 p.m. 
For Hotel Reservations at the Saskatoon Inn: 

Phone 1-800-667-8789 

There are special lower rates for the conference 
BOOK YOUR ROOM NOW - CONFERENCE BEGINS 
ON SUNDAY,OCTOBER6,1991 AT8:15P.M. SHARP 


930-1030 The Healing has Sillied 
1100-1200 Tradiwn* Role ot 


130-230 The Role o< Wile » 


10X5-1200 ConfranangFamil 
1200-130 Lunch 


4:00 Closing Prayer 

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 1,11 
MO-9.15 OpwmgPrayw 
5-1015 When I Was A Chid 
r Ju*Cl*irenofAlco- ' “ 


130-230 Women and AIDS 


our communi- 
dignity and culture can be healed. 
I HOPE TO SEE YOU THERE.” 


\JAKODA LODG-p 

.CONFERENCE CENTRE L 
AND GUEST LODGE 


Phone (403) 881-3949 
• Fax (403) 881-3901 



Medicine led Gathering 

September 13- 15, 1991 

At Nakoda Lodge, 
Morley, Alberta 

Stoney Reserve (Hwy 1) 


Sun Bear, Brant Secunda, Vince and Kdna Slogan, 
Connor Sauer, Charles Lawrence & Susan O’Shea 
ADULTS: Full Weekend bolore Augusl IB - $155. 

Full Weekend alter August IB - $170. 
SalurdayOnly-$100. Sunday Only - $95. 

Children: 5 Years and Under - Free 5-11 Years - $50. 
Children's Program (2-11 Years) - $25. 

ACCOMMODATIONS 

Camping per tenl each night -$12.50 
Rooms (Nakoda Lodge) Single Occupancy - $65. Double -$83. 
--A-id. Please add G.S.T. 
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* Health Careers 


Promotion/Information 
* Bursaries/Scholarships 


* Institutional & 

Community-Based programs 

* For more information 


contact Jo Whitford 

c -»»e EB s ** 

at (403) 495-5408 


Space for this information sponsored 
by Medical Services Branch, Alberta Region 

THE 

IIMDIAIM AND INUIT 
HEALTH CAREERS 

i*iasr“ as?-*-—. Canada 

PROGRAM 



HUMAN RIGHTS 
FOR ALL 
ALBERTANS! 



ISr■ Jhm 
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-ANISHNAWBE HEALTH TORONTO - 

225 Queen Street East, Toronto, Ontario M5R 1S4 (416) 360-0486 Fax (416) 365-1083 


A street person wants a referral to a detox centre or maybe 
just a blanket for the night. Someone else has just flown in 
from Moose Factory for an operation at a Toronto hospi¬ 
tal and doesn’t know where to go or stay in the city. 

A woman has been the victim ofdomestic violence and needs to talk 
to someone about the help available to her. Another person has just 
learned she’s diabetic and finds it diflicult to adjust. Yet another 
wants to talk to a traditional healer about his concerns. All of these 
people have something in common. They are receiving help from 
Anishnawbe Health Toronto. 

A unique urban health centre, Anishnawbe Health Toronto pro¬ 
vides culturally sensitive health care for Native people. Its services 
include: medical clinics at the centre and at various Native organi¬ 
zations in the city; traditional healing circles for women and for 
mixed groups; family support counselling; referrals to other organi¬ 
zations such as treatment centres and hostels; a health promotion 
program that includes video production; and a street patrol that 
provides food and blankets and medical care for sweet people. 

Anishnawbe Health Toronto began with the vision of the late joe 
Sylvester, an Ojibway Elder from Christian Island. A highly spiri¬ 
tual man, Joe knew well the difficulties Native people freed in 
getting the health care that was desperately needed. He understood 
the importance of developing a health care program in the city that 
would be sensitive to the culture and traditions of Native people 
and respectful of the knowledge of healing that has been an integral 
part of those traditions for countless years. 

Joe’s dream of a Native health centre in the city began ten years ago 
as the Native Diabetes project, an information centre that focused 
on the problems of diabetes in the Native community. With the 
dedication and hard work of countless people, the organization 
grew and developed into Anishnawbe Health Resources and then 
into Anishnawbe Health Toronto. Today, more than 20 people are 
employed to provide health care for the estimated fifty to sixty 
thousand Native people in the city. 

Following Joe Sylvester’s vision for the health centre, the programs 
and services at AHT are based on traditional concepts of balance 
and healing. It is recognized that the healing process is more than 
just treating physical ailments or a particular emotional difficulty. 
All the clients of AHT are cared for holistically, with attention 
given to their mental, emotional, physical and spiritual wellbeing. 

A fundamental philosophy at AHT is that the needs of the com¬ 
munity determine the direction of the organization and the kinds 
of services provided. For this reason, AHT is governed by a board 
of directors elected from within the Toronto Native community. 

AHT is still growing and developing its services and programs. 
Such a project always needs refining, always needs to adapt to the 
changing needs of the community. This can only be accomplished 
by continuing to encourage the involvement of the community. 

Anishnawbe Health Toronto has relocated its centre to 225 Queen 
Street East, near Sherbourne Street. Formerly a bank, the building 
has been renovated to suit the needs of a health centre and to express 
the goals and purpose of Anishnawbe Health. 


NEW ADDRESS 

225 Queen Street East 
TORONTO, Ont. 

M5A 1S4 
(416) 360-0486 
Fax: 365-1083 


Our Street Workers Anishnawbe 
Toronto and AIDS programs and 
staff have remained at 
our OLD location. 

761 Queen Street West, 
Toronto Ontario M6J 1G1 


Our Mixed healing circle with 
Paul Bourgeois is held every 
Monday evening at 6:00 p.m. at 
our NEW location 


Our Womens healing circle 
with Lillian Bourgeois is 
held every other Thursday 
evening at 6:00 p.m. at 
our NEW location. 


Non-insured health benefits 
(Medical Services) office is now located 
in our new building. 

WE process claims not otherwise 
covered by O.H.I.P. or other 
insurance companies for status 
Natives in Canada. 


V. 


Working towards culturally sensitive 
health care for Native People 
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HEALTH 


KECIA’S STORY RELEASED 


Board dealing wth AIDS prevention for Native 


award-winning video A Chance for Change , 
funded jointly by Health and Welfare Canada 
and the British Columbia Ministry of Health. 

Kecia: Words to Live By is a video documen- Services Branch of Health and Welfare Canada, A Chance for Change is a Gryphon Produc¬ 
tary which follows a young, HIV-infected Abo- and by the National Association of Friendship tions project for the Nuu-Chah-Nulth Health 
riginal woman as she shares her story with Centres.^ 

Native youth. 

The recently released video sends a very 
powerful message on the tragic reality of AIDS 
and documents the courage of one young woman 
who works to raise AIDS awareness in the 
Aboriginal communities across this country. 

Health and Welfare Canada provided $67,000 
to the joint production by the National Associa¬ 
tion of Friendship Centres and Gryphon Produc¬ 
tions. Kecia’s hope is to open a dialogue on AIDS 



“Kecia” follows the recent release of the communities. 

A Salute to the Native Disabled: 

Oliver Cardinal by Susan Williams ^ 

tions. Kecia’s hope is to open a dialogue on AIDS Oliver Cardinal is actively involved with the or who to approach for supplies. He travels to the 
among Native youth, and to make an awareness Canadian Paraplegic Association. He serves as a reserves to help Natives discover the information 
of the risk of HIV-infection a factor in their life Native rehabilitation counseUor and counsels they need. 

decisions. The film incorporates information on Native who are paraplegic and have spinal cord “We’re all working together to try and improve 
AIDS prevention, but its primary objective is to injuries, to help them come to terms with their communications,” Cardinal says, 
help Native communities realize the threat to disabilities emotionally, and to discover options He is also an artist. When all of his work with 
the health of their people for the future. His work takes him all over Al- the CPA is not keeping him on the go, Cardinal 

Kecia: Words to Live By will be distributed berta to towns and reserves. In Edmonton, he spends his time painting. In fact, some of his 
to First Nations communities by the Medical counsels at the Glenrose RehabUitation Centre, work will be displayed on a calendar which will 
Cardinal sits on a committee of Native people be sold to raise funds for the Canadian Paraple- 
BnniniVUII 1F Indian—Metis for the Premier’s Council for People with Dis- gic Association. The calendars can be purchased 
_ abilities. He hopes to use this council to prompt at the CPA offices, Suite 1120, 5555 Calgary 

REHABILITATION Centre the Federal Government to define and take more Trail, Edmonton. 

- responsibility in providing various services and “Sometimes it’s hard to think positively, when 

economic development for Native people with you’re in a wheelchair,” Cardinal admits, “but if 
disabilities. you ask for help, it’s there." 

Cardinal says that many Native people with “Our role is to get people back on the positive 
disabilities don’t know what they’re eligible for, track and on the bright side of life.” 


Manage and»u|>crvisc die lolalopcralion of the BONN YVILLE 
INDIAN-METIS REHABILITATION CENTRE and < 
out (ho responsibilities for planning und developing progr 
policies and long term objectives for the Ccnirc, und 

REQUIREMENTS: 


Please Recycle this Paper ' 


^ / Fully Licenced 
^ / Family Restaurant & Dining Lounge 
• Steak • Pizza • Seafood • Chinese Food 
Take Out & Delivery Service 
4910- 49th Street, Yellowknite, NWT 
(403) 873-3432 


Cj dOtrU /Vm , 




3™“hZc 489-0123 

Canadian Direct Mail Services 

A Division of 356628 Alla. Lid. 

*101 - 10323 - 178 Slice!, Edmonton, Alberta T5S IRS 


From the Board of Directors and Staff 
of 

ALBERTA 
INDIAN 
HEALTH CARE 
COMMISSION 

1390 First Edmonton Place 
10665 |asper Avenue 
Edmonton, Alberta 
T5J3S9 



Congratulations Alberta Native Nevis 
on your 7th Anniversary 
from 

Chief Raphael Fobister 
Assistant Executive Director Arnold Pelly 
Councillors: Thomas Payash • Christine Strong 
Larry Keewatin • Moses Land • John Fobister 
Roy Assin • Robert Williamson 
Band Administrator Alex A. Rankin 
and people of the 

GRASSY NARROWS FIRST NATION 
General Delivery, Grassy Narrows • Ontario POX 1B0 


. Saluting Canada's only independent 

Native newspaper 
from 

Chief Stan Sanguez 


Councillors: 

• Sarah Hardisty • William Sake 

• Ernesl Hardisty • Gabe Sanguez 

• Billy Norwegian • Henry Ekali 

• Yvonne Norwegian • Harold Sanguez 

General Delivery. Jean Marie River. NWT X0E0N0 (403) 695-9801 
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U.S. COMMISSION RELEASES REPORT ON TWIN EPIDEMICS 



U.S. drug policies have 
failed to address the 
inextricable link be¬ 
tween drugs and HIV 
disease, and also have 
failed to design pro¬ 
grams to confront these 
“twin epidemics” aggres¬ 
sively and simultane- 

A1 armed that one third 
of all recent AIDS cases 
are now related to intra¬ 
venous drug 
American 
Commission 
report to Congress and 
the White House makes 
five m^jor recommen¬ 
dations: 

• “Remove legal barri¬ 
ers to the purchase and 
possession of injection 
equipment.” The Com¬ 
mission reported that 
such restrictions 
crease the sharing of 
injection equipment, but 
do not reduce illicit drug 

• “Expand drug abuse 
treatment so that all 
who apply for treatment can be accepted into 
treatment programs.” While treatment on de¬ 
mand was also a major recommendation of 
President Reagan’s AIDS Commission, the Com¬ 
mission has found that the federal response in 
the three years since then has emphasized 
creation of more prison beds rather than treat¬ 
ment slots. Meanwhile the number of people on 
waiting lists for drug treatment continues to 


• “The federal government must take the lead 
in developing and maintaining programs to 
prevent HIV transmission related to licit and 
illicit drug use.” Many drug treatment pro¬ 
grams fail to adequately address HIV, and many 
HIV treatment programs do not deal success¬ 
fully with substance abuse. However, no single 
agency or group has taken charge of integrating 
a response to these critical national health 
issues. 


• "Research and epidemiologic studies on the 
relationships between licit and illicit drug use 
and HIV transmission should be greatly ex¬ 
panded...” The Commission is particularly 
concerned with the future of investigator ini- 
tated and demonstration grants, basic and 
applied research, and the expanded enrollment 
of those with substance use problems in clinical 

• “All levels of government and the private 
sector need to mount a serious and sustained 
attack on the social problems that promote licit 
and illicit drug use in American society.” The 
Commission believes that efforts against sub¬ 
stance use and HIV will be less effective if the 
nation fails to address larger problems of pov¬ 
erty and social neglect, including homelessness 
and lack of medical care. 

June E. Osborn, M.D., Chairman of the Ameri¬ 
can National Commission on AIDS, said, “Fed¬ 
eral plans for dealing with the drug/AIDS 
interface continue to be woefully insufficient. 

“The epidemic of illicit drug use is a serious 
public heath problem in its own right, and 
failure to offer treatment for their addiction to 
all drug users who seek it means that thousands 
of people remain at risk for HIV,” she added. Dr. 
Osborn is also Dean of the School of Public 
Health at the University of Michigan. 

Don C. Des Jarlais, Ph.D., a member of the 
Commission, said, ‘The present laws restricting 
sterile injection equipment do not prevent drug 
abuse but do increase HIV transmission.” 

These laws are obsolete and dangerous to the 
public health,” he added. 

The American National Commission on AIDS 
is an independent body created by U ,S. Congress 
to advise Congress and the White House on de¬ 
velopment of “a consistent national policy” 
concerning the HIV epidemic. 


Best wishes Alberta Native News on your 7th anniversary 
of independent publishing— A job well doneI 


Mohawk Council of Kahnawake 


PEACE 

UNITY 

STRENGTH 


P.O.Box 720 
Kahnawake, Quebec JOL1B0 
(OFFICE OF THE 
COUNCIL OF CHIEFS) 


Tel. (514) 632-7500 


Fax. (514)638-5958 


Grand Chief Joseph 

Chief Paul G. Deer 
Chief Alvin Delisle 
Chief Tessie Goodleaf 
Chief Walter Goodleaf 
Chief Kenneth Jacobs 
Chief Hazel Lazare 


Norton 

Chief Peggy Mayo 
Chief Joseph Norton 
Chief Thomas Phillips 
Chief Billy Two Rivers 
Chief Davis Rice 
Chief Richard White 


Congratulations Alberta Native News 
on your 7th Anniversary, 
from 


Nemaska 
Indian Band 



NATIVE NEWSPAPER 
SEEKING 

FREELANCE WRITERS, 
FREELANCE ARTISTS 

II you are an artist or writer 
and would like to make 
some $ In your spare time, 
Alberta Native News 
is seeking correspondents. 
Please enclose a sample 
when applying. 

Alberta Native News 

#530, Canada Trust 
Building, 

10036 Jasper Avenue 
Edmonton, Alberta 
T5J2W2 
or call 

(403) 421-7966 


Our Warmest Congratulations to 
Alberta Native News 
on their 7th Year of Publishing 
from 


== fff \ summscuuwul iftfr 


OHSWEKEN, ONTARIO 


CANADA N0A1M0 


West Bay First Nation 


CHIEF: Stewart Roy 
and Councillors 
Charles Beaudin 
Kate Roy 
Melvina Corbiere 
Clifford Debassige 
Adam Debassige 
Glen Hare 
and Staff 



P. O. BOX 2. WEST BAY, ONTARIO POP 1GO 



We salute your 
no ■government -grants 
pHilosopHyl 

Congratulations 
from, the 

Community of Site Wfltions 
Council of Qrand ffiver. 
Chief William fMontour 
and Council 
Oshwek&n, Ontario 
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DUNCAN BAND OPENS NEW MEDICAL FACILITY 


by James Martin 


A new 2200 sq.ft, medical facility for the major facelift the reserve is undergoing, with the 
Duncan Band will be opened next month, saving building of a recreation centre and the mstalla- 
band members from travelling into Grimshaw. tion of sewer and water lines contributing to a 
The former medical facility was in a modular positiveandgrowmgfeehngofcommunityamong 
trailer and had been outgrown by the 100-mem- the people. n,- k-.j 

, . d “A new chief and council changed the band 

The medical facility is comprehensive, offering around,” declares Testawich. “Before, the Elders 
an optometrist, a dentist and a drug and alcohol were in and <hd nothing, they went. with •thefltot v. 
prevention centre as well. We changed things and started making things a 

“It’s really impressive,” band councillor Tony reality.” 

Testawich told Alberta Native News. “It's one of Testawich claims a lot of support from the band 

the more modem facilities in the area.” for the council s efforts, noting them re-election 

The medical facility is only one element of a for a second term with no problems and feels its 




FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL: 
EAGLE LAKE BINGO PALACE 
(807) 755-5593 
OR FAX: (807) 755-5696 


the motivation that the band leaders have shown 
that has helped them with their success. 

Chief Don Testawich notes that the band “kept 
on pushing” the Medical Services Branch of In¬ 
dian Affairs for help in replacing the old 12 ft. by 
30 ft. trailer that had been the band’s medical 
centre; for their efforts, the Duncan band finally 
received $268,000 from the government and 
proudly observes that the Duncan Band Enter¬ 
prises helped design and build the facility. 

With the completion of the sewer and water 
lines, the dream of a comprehensive recreational 
centre will be realized next year. 

Last year, a new a dmini stration building and 
natural gas were established on the reserve. 

Along with the dynamic expansion of the serv¬ 
ices for the band. Chief Testawich also mentions 
the land claim the band is involved with, hoping 
that by December their land claim will be vali¬ 
dated by the government. At issue is the surren¬ 
dering in 1928 of nine different reserves. “Some 
of the people weren’t even band members,” says 
the chief, which accounts for the band’s claims 
that the transactions were illegal. 


EAGLE LAKE BINGO PALACE 
EAGLE LAKE, ONTARIO 
SUPER MONSTER BINGO BASH 

DOORS OPEN 9:00 5 SPECIALS $500.00 

W BREAKFAST BINGO 10:00 14 REGULAR GAMES $1,000.00 

EARLYBIRD 1:00 EMPTY HOUSE $10,000.00 

REGULAR SESSION 3:00 CLOVER LEAF $10,000.00 

r 0 DOOR PRIZES 20 DRAWS OF $80.00 

1 SUPER MONSTER JACKPOT$20,000.00 


Bonanza 70% PAYOUT 
Breakfast Bingo 18 Games of $100.00 
2 Games of $500.00 
Breakfast Bingo 6 Card Book $10.00 
Extra $5.00 

Early Bird 50% PAYOUT 


FREE BUSING 

Jack Pltchenese 

(807) 755-5593 

DATES OF FUTURE MONSTER BINGOS 

Saturday, August 31, 1991 
Saturday, September28, 1991 

ALL TO BE HELD ON ARENA FLOOR 


Congratulations to Duncan Band Reserve 
on their new Medical Facility 
from 


Grimshaw/Berwyn 
& District Hospital 


Grimshaw, Alberta T0H1W0 • (403) 332-1155 


CMfriCjllMtCr O-JKUBuJ ^ »» Afr&tfiCuO-i 

VILLAGE OF 
BERWYN 



(403) 338-3922 


BERWYN, ALBERTA 


JIM'S REPAIR SERVICE 

24 HR. MOBILE REPAIR SERVICE 
TRUCKS & HEAVY EQUIPMENT 

(403)624-1822 • (403)624-8022 

FAX LINE 624-1133 
AURORA SERVICE 

LONG DISTANCE CHARGE MAY APPLY 
1-551-4626 

11509 -99th St., Peace River, AB T8S 1L8 


p"| PEACE EQUIPMENT PARTS 


LTD. 

NEW, USED AND EXCHANGE PARTS 
5101 Kennedy Ave., Box 649 
Grimshaw, Alberta TOH 1W0 

(403) 332-2150—Fax 332-4674 


ils ziyiAT An 


CONCRETE & AGGREGATE 


Grimshaw, Alta. 


(403) 332-4747 (403) 624-4747 
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ARTS & LITERATURE 


PAST, PRESENT, AND PERSONAL INJUSTICES 

Occupied Canada: 

A Young White Man Discovers His Unsuspected Past 

By Robert Hunter and Robert Calihoo 
McClelland and Stewart; 271 pages. 


Review by Ryan Edwards 

Occupied Canada hits the reader with a 
double whammy concerning the treatment of 
Natives in Canada. The first and last segments 
of the book are devoted to the present, often 
revolving around the experiences of co-author 
Robert Calihoo. The central segment focusses 
upon the historical nightmare that Natives have 

For a significant portion of his childhood, 
Robert Calihoo lived under the name of Robert 
Royer. As he had the appearance of a white child, 
he assumed he was white, and nobody told him 
anything different. In fact, his world was that of 
middle-class suburbia in Edmonton, where he 
lived with his grandmother. 

When Robert was ten years old, his grand¬ 
mother died. As he was unable to live with his 
mother and her second husband, he went through 
a number of foster homes and schools, getting 
into an increasing amount of trouble. Finally, he 
decided to find his real father, knowing only that 
the man’s name was Albert Calihoo. 

When he met his father, Robert suddenly 
discovered his Native roots. He went to live with 
his father on the now-dissolved Michel Calihoo 
Reserve, northwest of Edmonton. Although he 
was shocked by the poverty on the reserve, 
Robert began to develop deep ties to the land. 
Everything was cut short when the band voted 
for enfranchisement, in which the reserve was 
dissolved, and the Calihoos were paid off by the 
government and were no longer classified as 
status Indians. 

Robert went back to Edmonton, hung around 
the streets, and eventually ended up in the 
Drumheller penitentiary for seven years. He 
became involved with a Native Brotherhood, 
which led him to the prison library, conducting 
research. 


In this way, he eventually discovered that the 
Calihoos were actually descendants of an Iro¬ 
quois family from Quebec, the Karhiios, who had 
migrated west in the early 1800s, when the 
European immigrants obtained a firm strangle¬ 
hold on the land and Aboriginal people ofeastern 
Canada. The Karhiios settled in an unoccupied 
area in western Alberta and flourished, at least 
until the white man caught up with them again. 

After documenting the migration of the Karhi¬ 
ios, Robert Hunter and Robert Calihoo launch 
into the history of the usurping and stealing of 
lands by the white man, the concurrent ecologi¬ 
cal disasters, and the many incredible injustices 
that have been perpetrated upon Native people. 
This, of course, is a radically different version of 
Canadian history than what has been portrayed 
in mainstream history texts, including school 
textbooks. 

There is a great deal of compelling and 
well-documented information in this section of 
Occupied Canada, information which will 
shake the foundations of many long-held and 
cherished beliefs—and illusions—that are still 
very prevalent in the dominant society. 

Although the book includes a selected bibliog¬ 
raphy, and the text contains numerous refer¬ 
ences to research sources, this historical section 
could actually have benefitted from even more 
such references. For example, in some incidents 
involving people who were hitherto unknown or 
obscure, the source material is not given. Such 
cases, however, are by far the exception. 

In the final section of the book, we meet up with 
Robert Calihoo—a.k.a. Robert Royer—again. 
After getting out of prison, he obtained his 
Bachelor of Social Work in 1976, and eventually 
went to work for the Department of Indian 
Affairs, in charge of Native employment, but 
with the aim of dismantling an unresponsive 
system from within. 



Although Royer was able to effect some 
changes, he found himself stonewalled and 
stymied at literally every turn. He did, however, 
find out that the enfranchisement and dissolu¬ 
tion of the Michel Calihoo Band had been 
wrongfully carried out. He eventually left the 
Department of Indian Affairs, and until re¬ 
cently, worked as a manager for the Nimpkish 
Band Council at Alert Bay, in British Columbia. 
At present, he is devoting his time and effort to 
having his former band and roservo reconsti¬ 
tuted. 

In relating the unforgivable past and present 
situations faced by Aboriginal people in Canada, 
and a personal account in segments of the text, 
Robert Hunter and Robert Calihoo have pro¬ 
duced a valuable and highly readable book. 


ALL WEATHER WINDOWS 

"It's the features that set us apart" 



ALL WEATHER 


Thinking of turning your dream 
home into a reality!! 

Be sure and choose ALL 
WEATHER windows and doors 
to enhance the appearance, and 
protect your energy investment. 


ALL WEATHER features the 
warmth and beauty ot natural 
wood along with the durability 
and convenience of Vinyl and 
Aluminum Cladded Windows 
and Doors. Another option to 
consider when making your 
purchasing decision are our NO 
MAINTENANCE P.V.C. 

Windows and Patio Doors. Add 
value and save energy by adding 
High Performance Energy Glass. 





RAPID BINGO LEDUC 

"14 Times a Week" 


A Salute to Alberta Native News 
on your 7th Anniversary 

36 Regular Games 
15 - Half the House Games 
1 BONANZA - 1 Early Bird 
and 1 ODD EVEN Game 

AFTERNOONS 

12:45 p.m. Early Bird - 1:00 Pre-Call 
1:30 Regular 

EVENING GAMES 

Evenings 6:45 Early Bird Game 
7 p.m. Bonanza Pre-Call 
7:30 Regular 

Regular & Cold Cards 

Afternoons & Evenings 


RAPID BINGO LEDUC 

5904 - 50 Street, Leduc, Alberta 


986-0008 986-2112 
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NFB PLANS NATIVE FILM STUDIO 

Fust Phase of Program to Focus on Training of Native Filmmakers 


a time when many Canadians believe that the aspirations of 
Canada’s Native peoples must be addressed, the National Film Board of 
Canada, working in close collaboration with Native filmmakers, will 
establish a national Aboriginal Studio. The program, announced at the 
Banff Television Festival by Joan Pennefather, Government Film 
Commissioner and Chairperson of the NFB, and Barbara Emo, 
Director-General of the English Program Branch, will provide Canadas 
Aboriginal peoples 
with a unique oppor¬ 
tunity to tell their sto¬ 
ries and document 
their own lives on film. 

This studio will be 
headed by an Aborigi¬ 
nal producer and oper¬ 
ated from the 
Edmonton-based NFB 
North West Centre, it¬ 
self a producer of 
award-winning films 
on Native issues. The 
studio will provide de¬ 
velopment, training 
and production oppor¬ 
tunities for Native ( 
filmmakers. The move 
comes after initatives 
from the Native 4 
filmmaking commu¬ 
nity, and following 
consultation with Na¬ 
tive organizations and 
delegates to the first 
Aboriginal Film and 
Video Makers Sympo¬ 
sium held in April in 



“The films of such 
acclaimed Native 
filmmakers as Gil Car¬ 
dinal ( Foster Child, 

The Spirit Within ) and 
Alanis Obomsawin 
C Incident at Res- 
tigouche, Richard 
Cardinal... A Cry from the Diary of a Metis Child ) have struck a chord 
with Native and non-Native audiences alike,” said Pennefather. “The 
NFB is committed to playing a leading role in developing the skiUs of 
Native filmmakers across Canada and to making their creative works 
available to Canadians.” 

“The National Film Board has produced an impressive body of work on 
Native issues and concerns over the past 50 years; however, the vast 
majority of these productions were conceived and executed by non—Native 
filmmakers," said Barbara Emo. “It is long past due that Aboriginal 
filmmakers be given the opportunity to tell their own stories from their 
own points of view.” 

Drawing from the Indian, Metis and Inuit independent filmmaking 
communities, the Aboriginal Studio will be developed in three phases over 
a period of two years beginning in the fall of 1991, to allow for the 
co-ordinated growth of this new program, and to confirm the financial 
and creative collaboration of private and public sector organizations. 

The three phases are as follows: 

Phase 1: Apprenticeship/Training 

The Aboriginal Studio will co-ordinate, with NFB studios across 
Canada, the placement of approximately 10 Native filmmakers and 
craftspeople on a variety of productions for the purpose of professional 
development. 

Phase 2: Vignette Production 

A commitment of $10,000 will be made to each of 10 selected candidates 
for the production of a short vignette on film or video. Projects chosen for 
this phase will be those which can be undertaken without candidates 
having to leave their communities. This will maximize the opportunity 
for Native filmmakers to gain experience with production technology, 
and will ultimately expand the community of Aboriginal production per- 

Phase 3: Documentary Film Production 

Established Native producers and directors will also find the studio an 
important resource for their projects. “We expect to produce several 
significant films for TV and community release each year,” said North 
West Centre Executive Producer Graydon McCrea. “The studio will also 
maintain close ties with the Native communities across Canada through 
the appointment of a co-ordinator of community development .” 

Wil Campbell, a veteran Prairie-based Native producer who has been 
closely involved in the development of the studio, added “while we intend 
to reach a general, as well as a Native audience, the Native community 
is a unique audience as it is often beyond the reach of conventional media, 
so we'll work hard to develop new kinds of distribution opportunities to 
ensure that Native programming reaches Native communities, and in 
turn ensure feedback from those centres to our programming process." 






















































Alberta Native News August, 1991 


31 




Modelling Company Encourages 
Native Awareness byS .„ K ^ 


P 


Peace Hills Trust 


Sunworks Models & 
Company was founded 
by Laurie Oulette- 
Boutkan, a Metis en¬ 
trepreneur who be¬ 
came inspired last 
spring after showcas¬ 
ing a high energy fash¬ 
ion show held in Ed¬ 
monton for the Indian 
Economic Develop¬ 
ment Trade Fair. 

Oulette-Boutkan’s 
extensive background 
in the performing arts 
and fashion industry 
has given her the skills 
to express her talent in 
a creative and unique 

“This is not just a 
modelling agency,” 
says Oulette-Boutkan. 
“The involvement of 
the whole group, draw¬ 


anINual 
NatiVl art 
a?NTL5T 

PEACE HILLS TRUST takes pride in encouraging 
Native Artists to develop, preserve and 
express their culture through our 

“NATIVE ART CONTEST” 



ing out each 
other’s tal¬ 
ents and 
skills and 
working in 
a team-like 
atmosphere 

the group’s 
success.” 

Rose Mer- 
credi and 
Twila Tur- 
cotte, both 
of whom 
have been 
Miss Metis 

sist in the 


training on 

personal development and stage presence and are involved in public 
relations for the agency. They co-ordinated the Fishing Lake Metis 
pageant. 

Lyle Trottier, an educator of Native culture, is the co-ordinator for 
Native dancers and drummers. He is also an excellent spokesperson for 
Native awareness. 

Sunworks Models and Company encourages Native models to tap into 
their roots and become fami liar with their Native individuality. This is 
an opportunity for each member to share philosophies with the rest of the 


The Contest is separated into four categories: 
Adult Category/Children’s Categories: 

(limit of one entry per child please). 

Age 9 & under; Age 10 to 13; Age 14 to 17 
All entries are restricted to “two dimensional” art. 


Awards 
1st Prize 
2nd Prize 
3rd Prize 


Adult Category 
$2,000.00 
1,000.00 
500.00 


Children’s Categories 
$65.00 
40.00 
25.00 


We look forward to your participation 


ENTRVPROCEDURES 

1. Adult ontranls may aubmil as many ontdoa as thoy w«h, but Ihoy mull aubmlln snpumto Enliy Form (or photocopy ol) 
with oach entry Ensure that all spaces on tho Entry Form aro fillod In correctly, and that the lorm a dotod and signed 

2. All ontrias must bo UNFRAMED pointings or drawings and may bo dono In cal. walorcolor, pastel, ink. charcoal or any 
two dimonsnnal graphic medium. All ontrios will ho |udgad on tho basis ol appeal ol tho subtocl, originality and tho choice 

nn/t Inintm.inlnllhn (iihuvl and ihil rrrwlnm nnrl t,u-hnu-Jll mnril nl Ih.l nrtllt Fnllinc which WOinnnlilind In OUlviOUS NAC 


3. Poaco Hills Trust wil? not ocknowtodgo receipt ol any onuy. II tho anlrnnl requires notation, tho entry should bo 
accomponlod by a sotl-addrossod slnmpod postcard which will bo mollod to tho entrant whon tho ontry ia rocolvod 
4 Thoarmplotad Entry Form and Entiy must bo recolvodon or bolotoOdobor 01. IWI by Psoca Hills Trust,Corporals 
Otllce, 10th Floor, Kensington Placs, 10011-IMIh Strati, Edmonton, Alberta T5J OSH, Entrloe submitted try moil 
should bo postmarked no later than October 01, 1MI and oncasod in prolocliYO molorinl to ptovonl damago to tho ontry. 
lehr or Incomplete ontrios will bo doqualiliod Poaco Hits Trust assumoa no responsibility as to omnot which mo 

5™ShouW youwSh 1 taOyourwotlSon dOplayaHlw NAC, ptao aulhomo us to rolaaao your lolophono number 
to any inloroslod purchase™ Should you not compline that pofllen ol Die Entry Form, your lolophono number will not bo 

RULE8 A REGULATIONS 

t. Poaco nils Trust Halivo Art Conner (-WAIT) Is open to Natmo Indian Roaldonts ol Canada, oxcepl mnnngomonl, slell 


Sunworks Models and Company is an agency of all nationalities. 
However Oulette-Boutkan states that the “foundation and principles are 
of Native origin.” “We gather in a circle,” she explains, “in unity, to share 
ideas and give each other support. We pray to our Creator, giving Him 
thanks, and pray for a great performance.” 

Sunwork’s goals are to build self-expression, self-esteem and Native 
awareness. “Beauty comes from within to express a unique individual,” 
adds the Company’s founder. Some of the models are shy, reserved, but 
she considers it to be her job to “bring out that hidden talent.” “Native 
women are beautiful naturally,” she says. “However, with the knowledge 
of proper skin care and make-up application that natural beauty can be 
enhanced." 

Sunworks Models and Company will be teaching courses in the fall at 
Ben Calf Robe School. It is open for boys and girls. Oulette-Boutkan ex¬ 
plains that “Guys can learn too, modelling, creative movement, etc. —it 
will prepare them for future careers. We will help them learn how to pres¬ 
ent themselves.” 

Six male adult models Eire presently performing with the company. One 
of the male models, Wayne Louison is a recovering alcoholic and will be 
speaking on alcoholism and a drug free youth. Wayne’s sense of humour 
enhances his presentations. 

There are also Native teenagers who are associated with the company. 
They enjoy showing off their high energy and great dance skills to the 

Sunworks Models and Company have had a busy summer performing 
at pow wows. West Edmonton Mall and Klondike Days. The exposure is 
great, and the suppport of the community has been appreciated by Laurie 
Oulette-Boutcan. , „ , , , 

If you are interested in knowing more about Sunworks Models and 
Company contact Laurie in Edmonton at (403) 482-6087. 



lowanroondaeaignthoonlranraEihitxIonRjghlinfiewinningonlry.logolherwilliiilInghlaolcofViflhtnndrewoduclion, 

in favour ol Pawn Halt Tree agioaa to bo bound by tho NAC EhkyProoodur« imd Rulaa andRojulataAnanttia 


4 Ak winning enneewdbocomotiopoponyolPeacoHile Treat and pan ol i»-Naive Art Collection- Unloaa power- 
rapjernonli are nwde. nonwinning ontnoa wil be returned aa lotowa enbioa hand dotrrorad will bo picked up by «ia 
entrant, Ml other ontriee wO be mate) In tho original podagaig in wbldi they wore retxmod. 
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Where: Wemindji, Quebec 

Ml When: August 30 & 31,1991 

Place: Wemindji Arena 

TfSh Time: 8:00 P* m ' 

5 available at your local NNADAP office Absolutely no alcohol or drugs allowed 

-For more information call Edward Georgekish at (819) 978-0361 - 





Alberta Native News August 1991 


-Alberta . 

^native si 


NEWS 



SECTION 

TWO 

Volume 8 Number 8 August, 1991 


OBLATE APOLOGIZE FOR RESIDENTIAL SCHOOLS 


For 102 years Natives have annually flocked peoples of Canada have been treated by civil governments 
to Lac Ste. Anne to bathe in waters believed to and churches.” 

have healing powers. This year, it was the sight He attributed many problems prevalent among Natives 

ofanotherhealingmiraclewhenCatholicchurch today—high unemployment, alcoholism und lack of 
officials apologized to the Native people for past self-esteem—due to this imperialistic attitude that has 
wrongdoings in its residential schools. flourished through the centuries. 

Reverend Doug Crosby, president of the Ob- “Any people stripped of its traditions as well as of its 

late Conference of Canada, apologized before pride fails victim to precisely these social ills,” Crosby 
4,000 Natives on July 24 during a 90-minute was also quoted as saying. “For the part that we 
speech that was translated into Chipewyan and played, however inadvertent and naive... in a 
Cree. system that stripped others of not only their land 

Crosby defined the residential schools as “an butalsooftheircultural,linguistic,and religious 
attempt to assimilate Aboriginal peoples” and a traditions, we sincerely apologize." 

“dismissal of many of the riches of Native Chief Johnson Sewepagaham, who tells of 
religious tradition.” On behalf of the 1200 how he received severe strappings and wa 
Missionary Oblates of Mary Immaculate he reprimanded for speaking Cree at school, 
apologized “for this blindness and disrespect.” has urged Canadian Natives to accept the 
He went on to say instances of physical and apology and was quoted as saying, “I beg 
sexual abuse, in particular, “were inexcusable, we stretch out our hands in forgiveness 
intolerable and a betrayal of trust in one of its and friendship to the Oblates when 
most serious forms. We deeply and very specifi- they have asked for forgiveness.” 
cally apologize to every victim ofsuch abuse and From 1957-66, Sewepagaham— 
we seek help in searching for means to bring now chief of the Little Red River 
about healing.” Cree Nation near Wood Buffalo 

Crosby, a member of Canada’s largest Roman National Park—attended Fort 
Catholic missionary order that came to Canada Vermilion Residential School 
150 years ago to teach Natives Christianity, and although it has taken him 
also said that the Oblates “apologize for the part a long time to work through 
we played in the cultural, ethnic, linguistic and hurtful memories of theJtimfe 
religious imperialism that was part of the he spent there, he is quoted 
mentality with which the peoples of Europe first as saying, there were alst 
met the Aboriginal peoples and which consis- a “lot of positive things 
tently has lurked behind the way the Native from the residential 
schools.” 

The Reverend Doug Crosby’s speech appears in full 
on pages 54 and 55 of this section. 


Carol Kalunko-Dickson 



THE NIGHTMARE OF THE RESIDENTIAL SCHOOLS 


by Ryan Edwards 

During the late 1800’s, the Canadian government began es¬ 
tablishing Indian residential schools, with the purported ob¬ 
jective of teaching Native people to be self-reliant and 
self-supporting. A less often-stated objective was the assimi¬ 
lation of Natives into white society and culture, and these resi¬ 
dential schools thus became one of the worst nightmares that 
Canada’s Native people have had to endure. 

The schools were generally run by religious orders. On the 
one hand, this saved money for the federal government, 
through reduced operating costs. On the other hand, the re¬ 
sulting emphasis upon Christianity was seen as a useful tool 
in teaching so-called “modern” values to Native people, who 
were widely perceived as savages. 

Many of the schools were located far from the reserves, or in 
remote locations, and many children were away from their 
home and families from September until June. In other cases, 
the children only returned home at Christmas and Easter, or 
on weekends. 

Conditions at the schools were harsh, and often repressive. 
For a long time, students only received half-days of instruc¬ 
tion, while the other half of the day was spent in farming and 
housekeeping chores, partly for alleged training for life in a 
white-dominated society, but also to reduce grocery and 
maintenance costs for the schools. It was not until the 1950s 
that many of the farming operations ceased, due to increases 
in federal funding. 

As well. Native culture was rigourously suppressed. For ex¬ 
ample, children were generally forbidden to speak their own 
language, and Native spiritual beliefs and practices were 
discredited. The subject material taught in the classrooms 
usually had little or no meaning to the Native students, and 


the standard of education, as well as ability level of the instruc¬ 
tors, was often low. In ways such us these, many Native children 
were deprived of their cultural heritage and identity und, 
consequently, of their pride and self-esteem. 

Further, strict or severe discipline was the norm in many 
schools, and there have also been widespread reports of 
physical and sexual abuse. 

Many Native children fled from the residential schools, often 
only to be brought back, sometimes to strict punishment. And 
even though muny schools were shut down by the late 1960s, the 
pain and anguish suffered by many of those students still 
remain. In fact, many Natives and observers maintain that the 
effects of the residential schools are still being borne not only 
by many of the former students, but also by their families and 
children. 

For example, Phyllis Nault, Training Team Co-ordinator at 
the Nechi Institute, indicates that some students who were 

robbed of their cultural identity and self-esteem continue to 
suffer from alcoholism, or drug or solvent abuse problems. 

In addition, while at the schools, students were deprived of 
role models from whom they could learn parenting skills, and 
skills appropriate to their own culture. Moreover, people who 
were at one time physically or sexually abused are at risk of 
becoming abusers themselves. 

It appears that the long-term effects of the residential schools 
are now gaining attention in the dominant society, as well. The 
report of the Task Force on the Criminal Justice System and Its 
Impact on the Indian and Metis People of Alberta, headed by 
Justice Allan Cawsey, states that “The legacy of the residential 
school experience has influenced the children and grandchil¬ 
dren of those Aboriginals who were removed from their homes 
for 10 months every year to be placed in residential schools 
operated by strict religious orders.” 
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VIEWPOINT 


HOLLOW VALUES, HOLLOW COUNTRY*. 


In general, the attitudes and actions of a 
society are very much the combined expression 
ofthe values of the individuals whomake up that 
society. It would follow, then, that for the 
majority of Canadians who make up the domi¬ 
nant society, the values of co-operation, gener¬ 
osity, and caring and sharing receive little prior¬ 
ity. 

Indeed, there has always been within main¬ 
stream Canadian society an overwhelming 
imbalance away from such collective-based val- 


WETASKIWIN 
DAIRY QUEEN 


brazier. 
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Serving Northeastern Alberta and 
Saskatchewan Since 1950 




ues. There has also for much too long been a 
gross over-emphasis upon materialistic and 
money-based values, with a person’s worth and 
success mainly defined by his or her income, and 
the amount of material wealth he or she pos- 

In recent years, the problem has been made 
much worse by the presence of a federal govern¬ 
ment which specializes in policies that drive 
additional wedges between Canadians and fos¬ 
ter further self-centeredness and adversarial- 
ity. 

Out of many such policies, one of the most 
prominent iB the Mulroney government’s 
much-touted Free Trade Agreement, which, 
although passed more than two and a half years 
ago, continues to have ever-increasing ramifica- 

Under the FTA, Canada is inexorably becom¬ 
ing more and more like the United States— or, 
more specificially, the United States that Ronald 
Reagan built. Under the Reagan administra¬ 
tion, scores of social programs, including many 
directed toward affirmative action, were gutted 
or dismantled, ultra-regressive taxation poli¬ 
cies were introduced that made the gap between 
the rich and the poor into a wide chasm, 
environmental regulations were ignored or 
weakened, and greed and selfishness ran ram- 

An integral part of the creation of the “level 
playing field” with the U.S., as required by the 
FTA, is the inexorable onslaught upon Canada’s 
social programs which, as woefully inadequate 
as they were, were in most cases much better 
than those in place in the States. Just as one 




example, there Eire more than 37 million people 
in the U.S. who do not have any medical 
insurance, and there are another 20 to 30 million 
who are underinsured. 

The net result is that we are seeing a remorse¬ 
less attack upon whatever shreds of collective 
consciousness once existed in this country. For 
even though mainstream Canadian society could 
hardly be labelled even mildly compassionate, it 
has historically never been as self-centered or 
arrogant and conceited as mainstream Ameri¬ 
can society. 

As was indicated previously, the Free Trade 
Agreement is but one out of many mean-spirited 
policies enacted by the Mulroney government. 
To even begin to discuss the rest of those policies 
would take pages and pages. 

There are, however, signs of change looming 
on the horizon. A number of groups and sectors 
of the population, which have traditionEilly 
favoured the values of caring, sharing, co¬ 
operation, and generosity, are saying that they 
have had enough. These groups include Aborigi¬ 
nal people, women, environmentEilists, and la¬ 
bour, all of whom have been neglected by or 
suffered from the status quo. 

More and more across Canada, though, these 
groups are joining together, and pooling their 
efforts and resources. The process of change is 
only in its beginning stages, and there is a long 
road ahead. But no matter how firmly en¬ 
trenched a set of values becomes, if it is as 
misdirected, misguided, and hopelessly out¬ 
moded as the set of values that currently 
prevails in mainstream Canada, it must be 
replaced. 


BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT OFFICER 

CHAumene Opptmuimv n Canada's Arcik 

Sakku Invcsimcnls Corporation, the economic aim of 
ihc Kccwatin Inuil Association, is seeking a profes¬ 
sional to assume the position of Business Development 
Officer lor tltc Inuit of the Kccwatin Region. 
Reporting to the Project Manager the successful candi¬ 
date will promote business development for the Inuit of 
ihc Kccwatin, formulate and prepare plans for a wide 
rariely of business developments and identify potential 
rpportunitics and programs that will stimulate Inuil 

\s a graduate of a post-secondary institution you will 
tave three to five years relevant experience in dealing 
vith Native business, industry and lounsm operations 
ind will liaise with economic development authorities 
it all levels of government. 

Strong communication and interpersonal skills are 
essential as well as a background in business manage¬ 
ment and accounting practices. 

Competitive compensation and benefits arc offered. 
The starting salary is $40,000.00 per year. 

Submit applications to: Project Manager, 

Sakku Investments Corp. P. O. Box 188, 
Rankin Inlet. NWT X0C 0G0 
Fax # (819) 645-2063 
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BANDS TO TRAIN CORRECTIONS OFFICERS 


by James Martin 

After protracted negotiations, a landmark 
agreement has been reached between the Getty 
government and five bands which allows Na¬ 
tives to train their own probation officers and 
social workers. 

The bands involved include the Enoch Band, 
the Alexander Band, the Alexis Band, the 
Sunchild Band and the O’Chiese Band. 

The agreement will be in effect for 10 years and 
comes after much discussion and concern that 
signing such an agreement may infringe, or 
have an impact on, Native treaty rights. 

Signing for the respective bands were Chiefs 
Stanley Arcand of the Alexander, Howard Pea¬ 
cock of the Enoch, Harry Goodrunning of the 
Sunchild, Caroline Beaverbones of the O’Chiese 
and Howard Mustus of the Alexis. 

The Yellowhead Tribal Community Correc¬ 
tions Society will be used to help Aboriginal 
people deal with the judicial system through the 
use of Natives trained as court workers. 

The tribal administrator for the Alexander 
Band, George Arcand, was quoted in The Ed¬ 
monton Journal as saying the agreement her¬ 
alds a “substantive” movement by the govem- 

“It signals our commitment to develop over 
time and prepare for local police forces or other 
options.” 

While the agreement is significant in helping 


establish Natives working in the law system and 
aiding Natives accused of crimes, it is not as 
sweeping as the agreement with the Blood who 
have their own detention centre and Native 
police force. 

Solicitor General Dick Fowler praised the 
bands for signing the agreement. 

“This initiative is a reflection of my 
department’s and the Society's belief that the 
best way to develop and implement effective 
criminal justice programs and services in Abo¬ 
riginal communities is through direct and mean¬ 
ingful involvement of Aboriginal leaders and 
community-based organizations.” 

The Yellowhead Tribal Community Correc¬ 
tions Society was formed by the bands in 
question two years ago and has aimed at 
training five people in the following positions: 
courtworker, probation officer, criminal justice 
worker and criminal prevention co-ordinator 
and administrative support. 

A project representative will be appointed by 
the government to help with training and give 
advice. 

“To be more effective for the members of our 
five tribes, all programs offered by the Society 
must be directed by our community and must 
benefit from the input of respected Aboriginal 
Elders," said Chief Howard Mustus, adding, “It 
is through the involvement of Elders and other 
community leaders that our people can under¬ 


stand the richness and strength of our heritage. 
Our non-Indian friends must also be aware of 
this richness of original peoples in the country. 
In addition we request full partnership status 
for the development and advancement of our 
tribal members and for the preservation of our 
treaties." 

Ty Lund, MLA for the Rocky Mountain House 
riding where the O’Chiese and Sunchild bands 
are located, praised the Natives for "through 
their efforts a greater awareness and a better 
understanding of the criminal justice system 
will be achieved." 
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Four Aboriginal Constitutional 
Committees to be Formed 

by Brian Savage 

The federal government is believed ready to 
unveil funding set at an estimated $2 million for 
the four major Aboriginal groups to set up their 
individual constitutional committees. 

The organizations include the Assembly of 
First Nations, the Native Council of Canada, the 
Metis National Council and the Inuit Tapirisat 
of Canada. 

The Assembly of First Nations was believed to 
have had the inside track on leading the Aborigi¬ 
nal groups in the constitutional process but the 
other leaders quickly distanced themselves from 
Ovide Mercredi’s group. 

“We don’t want to be lumped into one big pile,” 
declared Metis National Council Executive Di¬ 
rector Ron Rivard in the Edmonton Journal, 
while Viola Robinson, president oftheNCC said 
her group already had in place a committee 
studying the constitution, that was farther 


FDilton Jfuneral ft)ome ILtb. 



ahead than the AFN’s. 1 X > 

Constitutional Affairs Minister Joe Clark had 
promised to recommend the AFN’s proposal to 
the other Native groups after meeting earlier 
this summer with AFN National Chief Ovide 
Mercredi in Morley, Alberta. 

An AFN spokesperson expressed regret 
the differences between the Native groups but 
declared “the AFN intends to take the lead in 
this. If other groups have input that’s fine. The 
thing to worry about is if the government uses 
the different approaches as a means of disre¬ 
garding Native desires on the constitution, and 
I think all four groups are aware of that.” 

The spokesperson cautioned that without unity 
“the government can manipulate different 
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Alberta for Over 30 Years’ 


WA WA TAIK 

BUILDING SUPPLIES 
LTD. 


BUILDING SUPPLIES 
HARDWARE • INSULATION 
PAINT • PLUMBING FIXTURES 
TOOLS • PLYWOOD • LUMBER 
WOOD SPACE HEATER 
COTTAGES • HOMES • SHEDS 


Located 40 miles NE of Winnipeg 
on Highway 59 by Brokenhead River 

SCANTERBURY (on Libau) 
766-2645 • 766-2442 • 766-2319 
Fax. 766-2360 

“Aboriginally Owned 
—Serving the Communities " 
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Demand 

a lull study of the 
long-term impact 
of La Grande! 



For more Information, write or telephone: 

The Grand Council 
ol the Crees (of Quebec) 

24 Bayswater Avenue 
Ottawa, Ontario K1N2E4 

Business Phone ( 613 ) 761-1655 
Fax Phone: (BIS) 761-1388 


The Great Whale River Hydro project threatens the beluga 
whale herd in Hudson Bay. The estuaries of the Boutin, Little 
Whale and Great Whale Rivers will be destroyed if the 
project is built. Mercury contaminations caused by the 
project will pour into the Hudson Bay. 

The effects of the La Grande Hydro Electric Project over the 
long term have never been studied. In that case, mercury 
contamination of fish was caused and this continues today to 
pour into Hudson Bay through James Bay. The effects of the 
La Grande Project on waterfowl and the caribou herd have 
not yet been fully studied. 

The Canadian government has so far refused to undertake 
environmental studies to document the impact of the La 
Grande Project on the eco-systems of James and Hudson 
Bays. It now refuses to cany out a full environmental review 
under the federal guidelines and under the James Bay 
Agreement of the Great Whale River Project. Rather, it 
stands idly by, while Hydro Quebec pushes ahead with the 
first phase of the project, the access infrastructure. 

These projects ate built by people in the south, for people in 
the south. Americans will buy more than all of the power 
generated by the Great Whale River Project. 

These projects do not need to be built. The electricity is 
wasted on aluminium companies, which drain more from the 
Quebec economy than they give back. Energy conservation 
and careful management can eliminate the need for these 
projects. 

This project affects us all. People of Sanikiluaq, people in the 
Keewatin District as well as those on the coasts of Manitoba, 
Ontario and Quebec will live with this environmental 
destruction forever. 

The government of the Northwest Territories has done 
nothing. It is time for them to act. Let us act together to stop 
the Great Whale River Project. Together we can do it. 
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CORRECTIONS 


A TALE OF TWO CIUES 

by Brian Savage 

When the decision comes down on the exact 
location of the new women’s prison many cities 
and communities who vied for the facility will be 
disappointed. 

Alberta Native News spoke to two people, one 
disillusioned—the other still hopeful over their 
chances at getting the institution. 

Chief A.J. Felix of the Prince Albert Tribal 
Council feels that the concept of prisons in 
themselves is “all wrong,” that “the idea of 
incarceration is probably a necessary evil but 
the way it’s been handled is what we’re trying to 

“The only means and ways available for 
correction,” says the Chief, “is to participate in 
the pre-planning and the location, the family 
rehabilitation and service accessibility factors.” 


In response to the announcement that the new 
prison will be within 100 kms. of either Edmon¬ 
ton or Calgary, Chief Felix says that the council 
is disappointed that Prince Albert was dis¬ 
counted as a possible choice for the facility. 

“The greatest number of incarcerated women 
come from the prairies, Saskatchewan espe¬ 
cially, and the statistics from Kingston, (site of 
the Federal Women’s prison) support that," he 
remarked, adding that the advantage of Prince 
Albert would be “the support of family and close 
relations (as well) as our current ability to 
promote the community support services." 


WOMEN’S PRISONS TO BE BUHT 
ACROSS CANADA 

The Solicitor General, Doug Lewis, has announced a new $50 million program to build a 
number of correctional facilities for women convicted in federal courts. 

The new prisons will be within 100 kilometres of Halifax, Montreal, Toronto and either Ed¬ 
monton or Calgary. 

Native convicts will serve their time in the prairie facility, a recognition that many of the 
Native women hail from the prairies and will now be closer to their families than the present 
prison for women, located in Kingston, Ontario. 

Lewis also added that a Healing Lodge will be built near the prairie facility, after “collabo¬ 
ration with Native women’s organizations and Aboriginal elders.” 

Lewis went on to say that further details on the Healing Lodge would be made public in the 
“near future,” but called it “critical” that the facility “be culturally sensitive.” 

Lewis declared that the new facilities were part of a “comprehensive approach to meeting 
the needs of federally sentenced women in locations that will bring them closer to home, and 
in environments that will reflect their generally low security needs, and provide a range of 
relevant programs and services.” 

According to Lewis, a decision on the exact locations will be completed by December, and 
the hesitation over Edmonton or Calgary stems from the number of women inmates from 
both cities. 

“It was about 50-50 in terms of over the last 20 years where federally sentenced women came 
from, Edmonton or Calgary,” said the Minister. 


Felix feels politics has come into play in the 
decision-making process. 

“I believe what happened, the reason why we 
didn't get the facility, and it’s no secret, Edmon¬ 
ton is a bigger centre with more votes than 
Prince Albert.” 

Felix adds that all of Prince Albert’s MLAs and 
MPs are Liberals or NDP. 

“Prince Albert is not particularly known as a 
P.C. supporter," he says simply. 

But the chief is still puzzled by the apparent 
failure of their application 
According to Felix, Prince Albert’s application 
was ignored by the government and all letters to 
the Solicitor General, Doug Lewis have gone un¬ 
answered. 

“P.A. is a penal city; we have a federal penal 
institution and also a couplo of provincial correc¬ 
tional institutions and also a young offenders’ 

Continued on Page 44 

KWANLIN 
DUN POLICE 

POUCE 

CONSTABLE REQUIRED 

Located within the Cily of Whitehorse the 
Kwanlin Dun Band operates its own policing and 
crime prevention service. An opening exists for a 
police constable. Experience would be an asset 
for this position. 

If interested, please submit by mail a complete 
resume with salary expectations to the 
undersigned. 

Closing date is September 16, 1991. 

Apply to: 

K. A. George, Chlel of Police 
Kwanlin Dun Band 

Box 1217, Whitehorse, Yukon Territory Y1A5A5 

The Kwanlin Dun Band Is an equal opportunity employer 



Please Recycle this Papers 


COME 
JOIN US! 

EXPERIENCE 
ANEW 
BEGINNING 
FIRST NATIONS 
TRIBAL POLICE 
Be amongst the finest trained Police Officers 
Not only will you get the best instruction in Policing, but you 
will also be instructed in an equal amount ol Native Cultural 
Awareness & Spirituality and paracounselling. 

If you are Native. 19 years ol age or over, a High School 
graduate (or equivalent), have no criminal record, are 
interested in Police work and want to help your community. 

THIS PROGRAM 
IS FOR YOU! 

FIRST NATIONS 
TRIBAL JUSTICE INSTITUTE 

St. Mary's Center, P. O. Box 3730, 

34110 Lougheed Hwy, Mission, B.C V2V 4L2 
Ph. (604) 826-3691 Fax: (604) 826-9296 

For further information and application, 
contact your local Tribal Council or FNTJl direct. 



SASKATCHEWAN INDIAN FEDERATED COLLEGE 
University of Regina 


SIFC offers undergraduate and graduate degree opportunities In an 
environment of Indian cultural affirmation. 

• Indian Studies • Indian Fine Arts 
• Indian Communication Arts 
• Indian Languages, Literature & Linguistics 

• English • Indian Health Studies 
• Science and Mathematics 

* Business and Public Administration 
• Indian Social Work • Indian Education 

• Continuing Education/Extension 


Call or write: 

SIFC Information Services 
118 College West, University of Regina 
Regina, SK S4S 0A2 

PH: (306) 584-8333 
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Tension at the Remand Centre 

by Brian Savage and Deborah Shatz 

Staff and inmates at the Edmonton Remand Centre are currently 
undergoing tension and controversy with guards waking up inmates 
hourly to conduct thorough bed checks. 

It was reported in the media that a recent suicide at the Remand 
Centre went undetected by guards even though they had conducted a 
number of bed checks. The inmate had apparently stuffed pillows in his 
bed to give the appearance of his presence. 

Guards are now following the bed check procedure to the rule and 
awakening inmates frequently in response to suspensions and discipli¬ 
nary actions which resulted from this and other inmate suicides. 

According to Karen Brown, a communications officer with the 
Remand Centre “discussions are ongoing between management and 
stafF regarding problems at the Centre which is now undergoing 
hourly, and—according to Maureen Collins, Executive Director of the 
John Howard Society—sometimes half-hour bed checks. 

“It’s not a new policy,” explains Collins about the bed checks, “it’s the 
way it’s been handled that’s causing the 
increased tension.” 

According to Collins, inmates are stuck 
in the middle between management and 
the unionized employees who are disput¬ 
ing suspensions and disciplinary actions 
resulting from inmate suicides. 

Inmates, says Collins, face loud kicks 
on their doors and lights shone in their 
faces until they move. The lack of sleep 
will only add to the already heightened 
tensions that exist at the facility and the 
practice is ultimately useless says the 
John Howard Society Director. 

“The policy in place won’t prevent cell 
death; it doesn’t take an hour to commit 
suicide if that’s their intention, so as a 
preventative measure it’s not very effec- 

The Alberta Union of Provincial Em¬ 
ployees maintains that many of the problems at the Remand Centre; 
associated with overcrowding and understaffing. The centre, which w 
built to house 360 inmates, often finds itself full with over 500 and 



Union Charges Inmate Death Related 
to Understaffing at Remand Centre 

by Brian Savage 

After suffering from a variety of symptoms for five days. Native 
inmate Wally Opoonechaw died in the Edmonton Remand Centre’s 
infirmary in November, 1990. 

The one doctor who had to look after the over—500 inmates exam¬ 
ined the Native only once during that time, the day before he died. 
The doctor determined that it was an alcohol binge and not diabetes 
that was respnsible for the inmate’s problems. 

However, orders to check the inmate’s blood pressure and pulse 
every hour were never carried out due to a number of medical emer¬ 
gencies and improper staffing levels, according to the Alberta Union 
of Provincial Employees which represents the guards and nurses at 
the Centre. 

Bill Moore of the A.U.P.E. declared in The Edmonton Journal that 
“staffing levels for nurses have been unchanged since 1979 and it 
was minimal at that time.” 

Moore’s concern is not shared by Solicitor General Dick Fowler who 
was quoted in the Journal as saying “I have not seen or read anything 
that indicates a greater number of personnel would necessarily 
prevent any problem that arises.” 

An inquiry report by Judge P.C. Marshall is due soon on the death 
of Wally Opoonechaw. 


to 600 inmates at a time. 

As far as the staffing problems are concerned, Collins feels 
“real pressure” can be put on the staff when the inmate 
population swells and despite a system of “flagging” inmate 
files to indicate psychological or physical problems, “it’s 
easy to get lost in the shuffle,” declares Collins. 

Though minor changes have been implemented or soon 
will be, including easier access for Native inmates to Elders, 
more consideration must be given mental health concerns, 
says Collins, and until then current practices at the Centre 
are “not (an) effective way to run an institution.” 

Collins hopes that publicity will focus peoples’ attentions on the 
problems at the Centre and help facilitate needed change. 


Ouellette & Hajduk 

Barristers & Solicitors 


WM RA NDALL FOWLE 

B.A., LL.B. 

PRACTICE RESTRICTED TO 
PERSONAL INJURY 
MOTOR VEHICLE ACCIDENTS 
We guarantee a cash settlement 



Alberta & B.C. Law Societies 
CALL COLLECT (604) 493-6786 
Fowls Wm. Randall. 100-304 MartinSIreet, PENTICTON. B.C. 


YOUTH LEADERSHIP AND OUTREACH PROGRAM 


program. Skills training in the areas ol-sell, -work, and -people, 
will enable participants to develop community action plans. The 
program will be ottered in two stages, over the two week-ends ol 
September 27 - 29 and October 25 - 27,1991 
at Camp Kurlakos on Sylvan Lake, Alberta 
Please call Sharon, (403) 439-2636, 
lor further information and registration. 

(Sponsored by the Lutheran Church and Health and Weltare Canada) 


THE — 

^44’ Rod antl 

Reel 

FOR QUALITY SERVICE & 

SELECTION IN FISHING TACKLE 
BRAND NAMES: • SHIMANO • JOHNSON 
• ZEBCO • BERKLEY 
(lln.ee Tilbrook) ■ PLANO • FENWICK 

352-1659 5220 - 50th Avc., Wenukiwin, AB 



Alberta Native News 

Books, Toys, Cards 


Congratulations On Your 7th Annivtrsan/. 
A/hrta Natia News. Wishing 
Yon Continned Sneers s 

St. Isidore Co-op 


Groceries, Hardware, Building Material 
Plumbing, Electrical 
S Paint Departments 

624-3121 

St. Isidore, Alberta 



Congratulations. Albert a Native News 

ALBERTA WILBERT 
SALES LTD. 
WATER SYSTEMS 



447-2222 


• SEPTIC TANKS • HOLDING TANKS 

• WATER CISTERNS • GARAGE SUMPS 

• POLY & FIBERGLASS TANKS 

• EFFLUENT PUMPS 

• CISTERN PUMPS 

• PARKING CURBS 

• AND A COMPLETE SUPPLY 

OF ACCESSORIES 


(S 


16910-129 AVE. NW. EDMONTON 
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ENVIRONMENT 


PROTECTING OUR MOTHER EARTH 


FOUL WATER LEAVES BAD TASTE IN RESIDENTS’ MOUTHS 



by Carol Balanko-Dickson 

Residents of Fort Chipewyan are angry after 
numerous instances in the last month of chil¬ 
dren and elders being taken to Edmonton for 
medical treatment. Residents of the 200-year-old 
community have seen their environment erod¬ 
ing and by September 20 will come up with a 
strategy of how to deal with environmental 

“We have the most virgin territory and yet 
we’re the only community that’s forced to boil its 
water,” says Tony Mercredi, spokesperson for 
the community’s 1500 residents, made up of Na- 
ties, Metis and a few non-Native. “We didn’t 
wreck the water. Several mega projects are 
presently happening and others have happened 
before and are a great cause of the Delta drying 
up. The Athabasca-Chipewyan Band Reserve is 
the only reserve in Canada that’s getting bigger 
and we don’t have to negotiate for land. 

“(Pollution) has destroyed our lifestyle which 
was hunting and fishing. (It’s) forcing our people 
into a social welfare state. (It’s) destroying our 
cultural and traditional way of life and our 
health is being affected. Within the last couple of 
weeks we’ve had numerous emergency cases 
where our children and elders had to be sent to 
Edmonton for treatment due to environment 
and water problems. We’ve had to boil water for 



a month. When it starts affecting our health, 
enough is enough." 

After Ovide Mercredi, chief of the Assembly of 
First Nations; Pat Marcel, chief of the 
Athabasca-Chipewyan Band and Archie Waq- 
uan, chief of the Cree Indian Band, held a 
tele-conference, they decided to come up with a 
strategy to deal with environmental issues by 
September 20. 

“We are going to be utilizing all resources, 
including government departments who ure 
directly responsible for environmental and health 
issues, and economic development," says Mer- 


Pigeon Lake 
Golf Club (1991) Ltd. 

Hours: Dawn to Dusk • Monday - Sunday 

Located on the Beautiful North East side 
of Pigeon Lake in Mulhurst 
18 holes with yearly trailer sites available 
Tournaments Welcome 

Tee Times are recommended on weekends 
Ph; 389-3783 
Edmonton Direct 

Ph: 929-6179 


Please Recycle this Papers 



Congratulations 

on your T* Anniversary of Publishing 
from 

n 

Truscan Realty Limited 


credi. “Those departments include Indian Af¬ 
fairs, Health and Welfare, Environment Can¬ 
ada, as well as their provincial counterparts, in¬ 
cluding other environmental groups and within 
two years we hope to put together a position 

“Within this time we hope to do our own 
research regarding those matters and by then, 
we may go the litigation process for some 
possible financial compensation. Someone is 
going to answer for what we’re Buffering from. 
Our environment is becoming polluted and we 
deserve some compensation,” 


Congratulations, Alberta Native News, 
on your 7th Anniversary, from 
Chief Harold Turner, Councillors 
and Band Members 


I speciaJ salute to Atata NaBve New cm their 7lh Anniversary. 

, WA YWA YSEECAPPO 
FIRST NATION 
TREATY 4 

Box 340 

Rossburn, Manitoba 
R0J1V0 
Telephone 

(204) 859-2879 

Chief: Murray Clearsky 
859-2879 

Councillors: 

James Cote • Lawrence Shingoose 
Tim Cloud • Melville Wabash 
Howard Mecas • Lloyd Mecas 


School Board: 

Sidney Longclaws • Uz Cloud • Carol Tanner 
• Grace Mentuck - Eugene Tanner 
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RIFT FEARED OVER NATIVE BELUGA WHALE HUNT,„_ 


Although the issue of environmental preserva¬ 
tion often brings Native people and environmen¬ 
talists together, some northern Natives are 
apprehensive that a rift may appear over the 
issue of the bel uga whale hunt. According to The 
Globe and Mail, some environmentalists have 
argued that the whale hunt is threatening the 
beluga. 

In the western Arctic, however, the belugas 
are still numerous. In the Mackenzie Delta area, 
for example, there are thousands of the 
ivory-colored whales, and the Native hunters, 
as was the case in the past, only take enough 
whales to supply their modest needs. It is 
estimated that the present-day hunt only takes 
about 150 animals per year. 

In fact, it is believed that between 11,000 and 
17,000 beluga whales swim in the Beaufort Sea. 
Thus, most scientists, pluB representatives of 
the Greenpeace environmental organization, 
indicate that Native hunting in the Mackenzie 
Delta holds little risk for the belugas of the 
Beaufort sea. 

In the eastern Arctic, though, the numbers of 
the beluga have been greatly reduced by com¬ 
mercial whalers. The Globe and Mail reports 
that even though the Natives take only a small 
number of belugas, there are no longer enough of 
the whales to regenerate their numbers. Thus, 
the Natives and the federal government are 
working toward stricter harvest quotas that 
would ensure that the decimated beluga popula¬ 
tions can survive. 

It was also reported that the Environmental 
Investigation Agency, a conservation group, 
concluded in a report to the International Whal¬ 
ing Commission that Canada, Greenland, the 
Soviet Union, and the United States are contrib¬ 
uting to the demise of the beluga primarily 
because they allow Natives to hunt the whales. 



It is our pleasure to congratulate 
Alberta Native News on their 
7th Anniversary 
from 

Chief Archie Jack 
Councillors and 
Band Members 
R.R. 32, Site 80, Comp. 19, 

^ Penticton, B.C. V2A 6J7 J 

Congratulations to Alberta Nptive Nftos 
on ybur 7th Anniversary 



coziHjy of srr. 'pazil ho. is 

5015 - 49TH AVENUE. P. O. Box 368 
St. Paul, Alberta T0A 3A0 

Telephone: (403) 645-3301 




That report received international attention, stand the importance of the beluga hunt to 
and stated that “Belugas in the Western Arctic northern Natives, itis feared that other environ- 
are hunted by the Canadian, Alaskan, and mentalists may attempt to turn the hunt into a 
possibly Siberian Inuit. The combined effects much larger issue. Thus, some Natives are 
arc unknown and there is no co-operation reminded of the anti-fur protests of the 1970s, in 
between the three countries to prevent which the reliance of Natives upon hunting and 
over-hunting.” trapping was basically ignored, and many local 

Although many environmentalists do under- economies were devastated. 


NA-CHO NYATv-DUN 
INDIAN BAND 


d< 



Congratulations, Alberta Native News, 
on Your 7th Anniversary 



SERVING ALL OF CANADA 

For further information and catalogue, contact: 

Fort McPherson Tent & Canvas 

P. O. Box 58, Fort McPherson, N.W.T. X0E 0J0 

Telephone (403) 952-2179 

Fax (403) 952-2718 



Congratulations on your 
7th Anniversary, from 

Chief Philip Manes: 


CHIPPEWAS OF SARNIA 
Band Council 


978 Tashmoo Avenue 
Sarnia, Ontario IM7T 7H5 


Congratulations to Alberta Native News 
on 7 years of publishing, from 



EDMUNSTON 
INDIAN BAND 


P. O. Box 382, 
Edmunston, 

New Brunswick E3V 3L4 
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U.S ACCUSED OF KUWAIT OIL FIRES COVERUP 



According to a former Canadian ambassador tion about the environmental damage caused by 
to four Persian Gulf countries, the United States oil well fires burning in Kuwait. The fires were 
government is holding back scientific informa- lit by Iraqis, during the final days of the Gulf 
War. 

James George, who was once Canadian am¬ 
bassador to Kuwait, told a news conference that 
the scope of the fires lit during the Gulf War is 
greater than U.S. agencies have admitted, and 
that risks to the global and regional climates 
have been under-estimated. 

In June, George led a scientific expedition to 
Kuwait, on behalf of the Friends of the Earth 
environmental organisation. 

George indicated that less than one-third of 
the more than 700 fires had been put out, but 
that wells were still spouting oil under pressure, 
causing the formation of lakes of oil that can 

MANITOBA WATER AND SEWER 
PROJECT UNDERWAY 

Chief Roderick Bushie scud, “It gives me great 
Construction has begun on a $4.3 million pleasure to know that the completion date, 
water distribution and sewer system for the which was originally planned over a three-year 
Hollow Water First Nation in Manitoba. construction period, has been advanced by as 

The project, which includes a water treatment much as two years. Band members will benefit 
plant, sewage lagoon, and water and sewer lines, from these improvements which will enhance 
will be completed by 1992. the quality of life, health and safety of everyone 

The project will provide a piped water system in the community.” 
and sewage disposal facilities for 53 houses, four “Under the Native Agenda the federal govem- 

community buildings and 30 infill lots. The ment is committed to accelerating the establish- 
system is designed for expansion and will make ment and improvement of safe water and sew- 
future housing development much easier. The ageservicesonreserves,”saidMinisterofIndian 
community will also significantly increase its Affairs Tom Siddon. “The department was able 
fire protection capability by installing 36 fire hy- to accelerate this project for the Hollow Water 


by Dale Stelter 

catch fire once again. He said that some of those 
burning lakes can cause worse pollution than 
the oil well fires that have been classified as 
being successfully controlled. 

George also claimed that efforts to extinguish 
the fires are inadequate, and that companies 
that are fighting the fires want to preserve their 
commercial monopoly. He stated that the whole 
world should be sending experts to help out. 

George said that because it is so difficult to 
enter the area, the scientific community is 
almost totally dependent on United States gov¬ 
ernment data for assessing the situation. He 
stated that the Friends of the Earth expedition 
was able to enter Kuwait because of strong 
pressure from the Canadian government. 

George also said that U.S. agencies have 
refused to release satellite pictures, and have 
suppressed significant scientific findings. 

According to the Canadian Press, the July 
issue of Scientific American reported that the 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency had 
suppressed a government news release regard¬ 
ing soot from Kuwait that was detected at an 
observatory at Mauna Loa, in Hawaii. 

When asked why the U.S. would attempt to 
suppress information about the oil well fires, 
George said to the media that “It wouldn’t sit 
very well in a victory parade, would it?” 

J^BEAR HILLS 




dr an ts at various locations on the reserve’s i 


First Nation through Green Plan funding ai 



SERVICE CENTRE LTD 


Centrally located on Highway 2 
1 Red Dee 


Between Edmonton and Red 


Full Service Gas Bar Native Crafts Showers 
Grocery Store Tourist Centre Photo Finishing 

Bakery/Deli Souvenirs Dry Cleaning 
- RESTAURANT - 

352-8854 428-1205 

HWY. 2, WETASKIWIN T9A 2G5 EDMONTON DIRECT LINE 


CANADIAN NATIVE 
ARTS 

FOUNDATION 

Board ol Directors 

Dr. Robert A. Bandeen 
John Kim Bell 
Steven J.R. Brant 
Suzanne Rochon-Burnett 
Greg Cochrane 
Mark R. Daniels 
Albert W. Diamond 
J. Paul Filion 
Robert J. Foster 
Eugene B. Lotochinski 
Peter J. Lukasiewicz 
Senator Len Marchand 
Maureen McTeer 
Maxine Noel 
Bernard Ostry 
Scott Smith 
Kaaydah B. Schatten 


For inlormation on Grants and Scholarships for 
artistic studies, please call 
(416)588-3328, or write us at 

99 Atlantic Avenue, Suite 315, 

Toronto, Ontario M6K 3J8 
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DR. D.G. KOT & DR. D. TWERDUN 

OPTOMETRISTS 
Phone 352-2450 
Main Floor, 5101 - 50th Ave., 
Wetasklwin, Alberta T9A 0S5 
Across the street Horn Kresges 


SID M. TARRABAIN 
Professional Corporation 


TARRABAIN & COMPANY 
Barristers & Solicitors 

2150 Scotia Place, Tower One 
10060 Jasper Avenue 
Edmonton, Alberta T5J 3R8 

Bus: (403) 429-1010 Fax: (403) 429-0101 


On 'Behalf of Alberta Agriculture 
Congratulations Alberta Tfgtive Offivs 
on your 7th Anniversary 


I'f 


ttw Honourable tba Honourable 

Emlelalay Shirley McClellan 

Mlnleler oI Agriculture Aaeodale Mnleler of Agriculture 


Geo-Planning Consultants, Inc. 

PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT COMPUTER SYSTEMS 

• Statutory Plans • Equipment Evaluation 

Subdivision Plans 4 Selection 

Land Use Surveys • Systems Analysis 

Land Development Studies • Records (Filing) 

■ Recreation & Tourlsm Studies - 


Analysis 

HUMAN RESOURCES OFFICE SERVICES 

• Organizational Structure • Word Processing 
•Personnel Policy 4 Procedure • Desktop Publishing 

• Wage 4 Salary Administration • Business Plans 

• Stall Recruitment • Mass Mailing 

• Training Programs • Overhead Slides 

Contact Robert George (R.G.) Madziya, 
Suite 55,4403 RiVerbend Road, 
Edmonton, Alberta T6H 5S9 

(403)435-9083 - Fax: (403) 435-9083 


ENVIRONMENTAL DIGEST 


WWF Joins Fight Against Northwestern B.C. Mine 

The World Wildlife Fund, one of the largest environmental organizations in the world, is 
joining into the fight against the Windy Craggy copper mine proposed for northwestern 
British Columbia. , ,. 

Reportedly, the mine could create 600 jobs, and contribute one percent of world copper 
production. However, environmentalists are opposing the mine for a number of reasons. For 
example, the mine would operate in an area that contains: 

• Canada’s only population of silver-blue glacier bear, a rare and little understood spedes; 

• a distinct ecological forest community found nowhere else in North America; 

• the biodiversity of six geoclimatic zones, including Canada’s own hedysarum meadows; 

• British Columbia’s only winter range of Dali sheep. 

The environmentalists also state that the Windy Craggy ore has a high sulphur content, 
which, through a process known as add rock drainage, could impair water quality and destroy 
salmon rearing habitat in the Tatshenshini River. 

Furthermore, the Champaigne—Aishihik Indian Band has filed a claim protecting the 
Tatshenshini valley’s traditional status as a Native route from the coast to the interior. 

Juice-box Deposit Plan Sparks Controversy 

Juice-box manufacturers are opposed to an Alberta government plan to charge a deposit on 
the juice boxes, and want to see the containers included in blue box recycling programs. Ac¬ 
cording to The Edmonton Journal, one manufacturer of the juice boxes wishes to avoid fees 
paid to brokers, who handle drink containers after they are returned to depots by consumers 
for a deposit. At present, broker's fees paid by bottlers can run as high as 4.5 cents per 
container. 

Each year in Alberta, approximately 70 million of the disposable juice containers are used. 
The Edmonton Journal reports that the Edmonton Recycling Society, which collects blue box 
material on that city’s north side, is not anxious to collect the juice-boxes, which contain alu¬ 
minum foil, cardboard, and polyethylene plastic. The ERS is concerned that the boxes will be 
mixed in with other items. 

At present, the only recycling facility in Alberta that takes the juice boxes is run by 
Superwood Western Ltd. of Edmonton, which utilizes the containers to make a plastic substi¬ 
tute for lumber. It is reported that a Superwood representative indicated that Superwood can 
utilize as many containers as it can receive. 

Anthrax Kills Ten Bison in Wood Buffalo National Park 

Ten bison in Wood Buffalo National Park have died from anthrax, a naturally-occurring dis¬ 
ease caused by a spore which lies dormant in the soil until activated by a combination of wet 
and hot weather. The area in which the park is located experienced a wet spring, and has 
recently encountered temperatures above 30 C. 

The disease can spread to humans, and although anthrax deaths in humans are rare in 
Canada, officials have closed some areas of the park to public travel, and issued caution. One 
official told the media that the situation was “a fairly serious public health threat." 

Did You Know ? 

• Approximately 40,500 hectares of forest are cut 
down each year to meet Canada’s junk mail paper 

• On average, a North American discards seven 
kilograms—or 16 pounds—of junk mail per year. 

• Every year around the world, 1.6 billion pens, 
and two billion razors and blades, are discarded. 

• In 1988, the ratio of bicycles to automobiles in 
China was 250:1. In the United States, the ratio ’ 

0.7:1. 
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FIRM THAT WORKED FOR MILITARY JUNTA IS HELPING B.C. 
FORESTRY INDUSTRY™,, 



According to the Canadian Press, a public 
relations firm that aided the former Argentine 
military junta with its image, and helped a 
chemical company cope with the fallout from the 
Bhopal disaster, has signed on to help the 
British Columbia forest industry. 

Burson-Marsteller Ltd. is a force behind a 
million-dollar campaign to help change public 
opinion about B.C.’s forest companies, which are 
under attack from environmentalists, and threat¬ 
ened by international calls for boycotts of B.C. 
forest products. 

Burson-Marsteller organizes public relations 


and crisis management campaigns, has 50 of¬ 
fices in 25 countries, and has worldwide reve¬ 
nues of $215 million U.S. The CP also reported 
the following: 

• In 1976, Argentina’s military junta was at¬ 
tempting to attract foreign loans while its death 
squads were “disappearing” 8,960 alleged sub¬ 
versives, and torturing hundreds more. 
Burson-Marsteller was brought in. 

• When a gas leak at a Union Carbide pesticide 
plant in Bhopal. India, killed 3,500 people in 
1984, Burson-Marsteller got the call. 

• When 37 patrons at one outlet of the 
B.C.-based White Spot restaurant chain were 
diagnosed with botulism in 1985, Burson- 
Marstellar helped develop a crisis-management 
strategy. 

According to the CP, Burson-Marsteller's 
Western Canada vice-president and general 
manager stated that the company has a 
well-earned reputation for handling corporate 
and government catastrophes, but said that it 
would be unfair to suggest that the current B.C. 
Forest Alliance campaign fits into that category. 

In a period of less than three months, the 
words “B.C. Forest Alliance” have been heard or 
seen as many as 9.2 million times by newspaper 
readers and television viewers in British Colum¬ 
bia. As well, the same words are contained in 
advertisements on 128 B.C. Transit buses in 
Vancouver. 

The B.C. Forest Alliance has appointed 30 
people to a citizens’ advisory board, which will 
co-ordinate many aspects of the campaign, and 
also make key decisions. The alliance's 
media-relations director told the CP that only 
five members of the advisory board are “directly 
related” to the forest industry. 

A Burson-Marsteller employee, who is execu¬ 
tive director of the B.C. Forest Alliance, indi¬ 
cated to the media that the alliance’s first-year 
budget of $1 million is funded by 13 forest 
products companies. He also said that three of 
those companies are located in the same down¬ 
town Vancouver office tower as 
Burson-Marsteller and the alliance, but that 
this will not compromise the alliance. 

So far, the B.C. Forest Alliance has produced 
two half-hour television shows, and has prom¬ 
ised that another five will be produced this year. 
As well, the alliance recently announced plans 
for a 13-day trip to Sweden and Germany, two 
countries in which the B.C. forest industry’s im¬ 
age has prompted calls for a boycott of B.C. forest 
products. Members of the media are being 
offered the chance to join the trip. 
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SAWMILL LAYS OFF 60 WORKERS 

pj ga k told the media that the original owner of 
by Rick Georg the mill, British Columbia Forest Products, was 

Procter & Gamble is laying off60 workers from pressure d by the Alberta government to build 
its Grande Cache Forest Products sawmill 18 the mil i at o an de Cache. The town’s economy 
months after it bought the mill with a $5-million wag weak dependent on a struggling coal mine 
dollar subsidy from the Alberta government. -The mi |] was put there basically as a political 

“Procter & Gamble are telling us it’s going decision,” he said. “But you don’t go and build 
Dwn because they don’t have the wood supply mj || for a woo d supply that lasts only eight o 
i push through the mill,” Mile Pisak, president njne year8 The wood just wasn’t there." 
r the IWA Canada Local 1-207 told The Ed - T he mi ]| wou ]d be profitable if lumber price 


of the 1WA Canada 
monton Journal. 

The mill is now being retooled to enable it to 
run with only one shift. The mill had been 

operating with twoshifts. When the mill re-opens 

on August 12, it will require a crew of 95-100 
workers, down from more than 150. 

Since the mill was built in 1982 at a cost of 
$50-million, it has had three owners. 


une years, ine wooa just w<i»u c 

The mill would be profitable if lumber prices 
were higher, Kelvin Mac, Alberta’s director of 
the forestry industry is quoted as saying. 

Lumber prices are significantly lower, taking 
into account inflation, than when the mill was 
planned. 

Mac said that new government relations con- 
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Congratulations Alberta Native News 
on your 7th Anniversary of publishing 

Fort Severn Indian Band 
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ceming the opening of lumber mills are more 
strict, reflecting the current reality of the mdus- 

tr The lay-offs at the mill in Grande Cache are 
particularly painfiil for the workers because 
they boosted productivity earlier this year at 
the request of Procter & Gamble Management. 

Workers did a “remarkable job” of increasing 
production, but two shifts proved to be un¬ 
feasible, Eric Jerrard, Procter & Gamble spokes¬ 
man told the Journal. 

“The economics had a lot to play in this. We re 
in a down market.” 

Union leader Pisak said most of the workers 
have negotiated away the right to sell their 
houses back to Proctor & Gamble. 

The Canadian Mortgage and Housing Corpo¬ 
ration does not insure company-built houses in 
high risk areas with the company or the provin¬ 
cial government sharing the risk. Houses are 
very difficult to sell in Grande Cache. 

Procter & Gamble have been unable to reach 
risk—sharing agreement for the workers 
-Grande Cache. 


' TWO CITIES Continued from Page 37 


The city supported the application by giving up land beside another 
women’s penal institute. “They could have been side by side, and possibly 
the Healing Lodge in between, it’s just a super site,” declares the chief. 

Now Prince Albert’s last attempt is a tri-partite letter written by the 
City of Prince Albert, the Aboriginal community and the Pnnce Albert 
Tribal Council to the Solicitor General. 

“Everything has been secretive,” complains Felix, and men there has 
been a couple of changes of ministers in that department. 

Felix calls himself“still hopeful” that the Healing Lodge will find its way 
to Prince Albert but notes that over six months have gone by with no 
response from the federal government. 

Jim Fisher, mayor of Drumheller, is also puzzled over the actions by the 

gC ^We\wsrc informed in the spring that they were going to make a decision 
in the spring, that was Jane Ashton Miller’s selection committee. Now I 
hear the Solicitor General is calling for submissions to be in by 

SC DmmMier applied for the facility for a number of reasons, says Fisher. 

“Economics is very high on the list... and ...our Native services are 
among the best in the country. The Hobbema and the Gleichen are quite 
active with the people here and it’s gone quite well.” 

Fisher recalls that DrumheUer’s application was quickly put together 
and presented because of the original tight deadline and despite being told 
that Edmonton had preference. 

One point in Drumheller’s favour is the federal prison established there 
in 1965 and although there was a “backlash” from the community origi¬ 
nally, it is now an accepted part of the city. 

Land for the facility would be drawn from federally-owned land unused 
since its purchase in the 1960s. 

“The land is all there and some of the infrastructure, probably the 
heating portion is sitting there, unused since the 60s.” 

Fisher believes that as many as 28 communities in Alberta have applied 
for the facility and the mayor estimates the institution would bring in ap¬ 
proximately $3 million in payroll for staffing alone. 

Mayor Fisher is hopeful, although he observes that at 140 km. 
Drumheller is still out of the magic range of 100 km. which the federal 
government has decreed towns must lie in for consideration. 

So for the time being, like A.J. Felix, Jim Fisher waits for the 
government decision, due now at the end of December. 
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ENDANGERED WILDLIFE 


by Dale Stelter 


The White Pelican 


to where there has been an increase in the num¬ 
bers of the small, coarse species upon which the 
white pelican feeds. 

The case of the white pelican is an example of In contrast to the efforts needed to ensure the Obviously, it would have been much more 

how a species can be taken off of the path toward survival of most endangered or threatened preferable if, as in nature, one species did not 

extinction. Unfortunately, with an estimated species, the task of reversing the plight of the benefit at the unnecessary expense of another. 

20,000 of the world’s plant and animal species white pelican did not require elaborate or This is but one more example of how thoughtless 

becoming extinct each year, this kind of success complex schemes. On the one hand, wildlife or reckless actions on the part of humans can 

story is all too rare. officials launched a public education program upset the intricate but precarious balance of 

Not too many years ago, the white pelican, an informing people of the dangers of disturbing nature, 

impressive bird withatwo-meterwingspan.did the pelicans, and ei 


to join the ranks of bird 
species such as the pas¬ 
senger pigeon, the Lab¬ 
rador duck, and the 
great auk— all of which 
are extinct. In Canada, 
the numbers ofthe peli¬ 
cans had by the late 
1970s plummetted to 
about 15,000 breeding 
pairs, where-as there 

mated 45,000 pairs. 

This decline was seri¬ 
ous enough for the spe¬ 
cies to be classified as 
threatened. 

One ofthe main pres¬ 
sures upon the white 
pelican was hunting. 

The species once com¬ 
monly nested on inland lakes from British Co¬ 



phasizing the need to 
protect the species. 

As well, by the mid- 
1970s, pelican colonies 
began to come under 
governmental protec¬ 
tion. This meant that 
many islands, on 
which the birds nested, 
were designated as 
sanctuaries, and 
off-limits to visitors. 

The conservation ef¬ 
forts were assisted by 
the Toronto-based 
Canada Life Assur¬ 
ance Co., which has 
had the white pelican 
as its corporate sym¬ 
bol since 1847, and 
which donated 
$30,000 dollars and 
sponsored the World 
Wildlife Fund's White 
Pelican Program. 

These programs had 
dramatic results, and 
by 1987, the white peli¬ 
can had recovered to a 
Canadian populate 


lumbia to northwestern Ontario, and then \ 
tered in the tropics. The decline in numbers 
began in the early twentieth century, and the 
killing was often so senseless that one omitholi- 
gist wrote in 1937 that “Pelicans are never eaten 
and their carcasses serve no other purpose than 
to befoul the air, yet gunners are all too few who , , 

can withold their shot when such striking of about 50,000 breed- 
targets come in range." ing pairs, and was 

At the same time, white pelicans are very sus- taken off of World 
ceptible to disturbance, and the adults will Wildlife Fund 
abandon their nests if threatened. The chicks Canada'slistofthreat- 
are born featherless, and if the adults vacate the ened species. This was 
nest for as little as twenty minutes, the young the first time ever that 
may die from overexposure to either cold or heat, a species had been 
Consequently, many chicks may die when a site delisted in Canada, 
is disturbed by boaters or a landing party, and if On a darker note, 
disturbances are frequent enough, entire colo- there is one negative 
nies may be abandoned by the adults. factor which has been 

The white pelicans were also harassed by 
fishermen who believed that the birds competed 
for sport and commercial fish species. The truth, 
however, is that less than one-half of one 
percent of the white pelican's diet is made up of the number of preda- 
such fish. tory fish in some lakes 


involved in the recov¬ 
ery of the white peli¬ 
cans. Over-fishing by 
humans has reduced 
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a&gflsas kips' 



Kids: Here is a game you can play 
alone or with a friend. First cut out 
the pow wow dancers to use as game 
pieces. Then cut out the number 
cards and put them in a hat. Let 
your friend take the first turn by 
picking a number card from the hat 
to see how many squares to move. If 

TBE-PEt - miss a turn 
FEATHER -take an extra turn 
BEAR go back two spaces 
BIRP - advance one space 


6TART HERE ^ 



NUMBERCARP6 

12 3 4 




Congratulations Alberta 9{ative 
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Chief Carl Quinn & Council 
and all the Stall and Band Members 
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CORRAL 


KIDS—TEACHERS: Kid’s Corral’ 
your page and we’d 
like to know your 
views. Send in your 
ideas, suggestions, 
poetry and artwork 
for our next issue. 

—The Editor 


Right: 

Jarette Jensen 
Grade 2, 

Elizabeth School 





j - - laauin 

If 

- ; 1 ' SOfi'" "1® - 


Edmonton Catholic 
School District Is that it 
the Catholic 
Christian concept of the 
Individual. Catholic 
beliefs, values and 
attitudes extend beyond 
classroom Into « 

Throughout the scho 
day, teachers strive 
share the Christian w, _ 
of life through example, 
relating the gospel of 
Jesus Christ to today's 
experiences. 


fccakt. Ldk MWlttWhl SAutX 

taiunklt VhuW- 
lot ito 


A drawing of our school, an entry for your "Young 
ftviewn Vu.nA.j kk^twkiL Readers” page. Your newspaper is very interesting. 

lr»Ai b “Keep on Printing!” 

Lillian Diamond 
(Randy’s Teacher) Grade 6 Eng. 



Congratulations 0n 'Your 7th Anniversary 
Alberta Aative Slews 

“We Salute Tour Commitment To Self ^jllance 
And The 9reservatlon of Slatlve Culture. 


Chief: Harry (Colo) Chonkolay 
Tribal Council, Staff, Bders and Members 
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LEGENDS 


Of Napi With the Golden Eyes 


by William Singer III 


One day Napi was walking around and came 
upon a bird who was singing. The bird’s eyeballs 
would come out and stick to a tree and then 
return to him. 

Napi cried out to the bird, “1 would like to do 
what you’re doing.” The bird told him, “Oki Napi, 
it’s not hard to do, just find a tree with a smooth 
surface, that’s where you will sing. Just don’t 
pick a rough tree with cracks on it.” Then the 
bird flew off, singing away, with his eyes going in 
and out, sticking to a tree then returning to him. 

Napi made a mistake, he sang the song over 
and over again, then his eyes got caught in a 
crack of a tree and were stuck. 

That is why to this day, if you look closely, you 
can see Napi’s eyes on a quaking aspen tree. 



- 

Finally, Napi proceeded on his way blind, but 
he didn’t want to show it. He was feeling his way 
around as ho wont along. Ho was stunding 


around, cooling off, when a woman came up to 
Napi and said to him, “I’m right here in front of 
you, why are you still waving away?” Napi said, 
“No, I was just waving at somebody over there." 

Napi decided to get married but he did not 
want his wife to know that he was blind. 

The wife told Napi to build a lean-to. So Napi 
went into the woods to gather some sticks and 
built a lean-to but he lost it because he couldn’t 
see. Napi had built several lean-tos by the time 
his wife came along. She asked him why he built 
so many. Napi said “women are very fussy, 
whichever one you like is the one we’ll live in.” 

Napi still didn’t want his wife to know of his 
blindness. 

He gave her a chain of hoofs to wear around her 
neck. He said they would keep her from getting 
pregnant. 

They sat down and she started to check Napi’s 
hair when she noticed that Napi had no eyeballs. 
She jumped up and ran away from him. Napi 
chased after her saying, “Why do you think I 
couldn’t see you?” She broke off the hoofs and 
threw them away into the bushes. Napi jumped 
in after the noise. 

Napi stood around wondering what to do now 
that his wife had run away. He hadn’teven spent 
the night with his wife when she left him. 

Napi was alone bumping into the trees as he 
moved along. He would ask the trees, “Where do 
you stand?” The trees would answer, “Here we 
arc." As this was going on a fox came up to Napi 
and held something foul up to his nose. Napi 
sniffed and although he suspected someone was 
playing a trick on him, he said, “Mmmm, it 


smells like my brother-in-law’s buffalo jump.” 

A fox was holding up his infected claw for Napi 
to sniff. Napi said again, “Mmmm, it smells like 
my brother-in-law’s buffalo jump.” 

Then Napi quickly jumped on the fox and 
searched for his eyes. He pulled one eye out and 



me smell your infected claw.” So Napi pulled out 
the fox’s other eye and put it in. 

Now Napi had two golden eyes and the poor fox 
was left with no eyes at all. 

To this day this explains why some people have 
golden eyes. 


SANDY BAY OJIBWAY 
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COMPETITION (Point System) 
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NATIONAL NEWS BRIEFS 


B.C. NATIVES STOP PREMIER’S TRAIN 

On July 23rd, Natives from the lil’wat Peoples Movement, of the 
Mount Currie band, stopped a train carrying British Columbia 
Premier Rita Johnston. After a heated discussion with the Natives, 
Johnston walked away and boarded a helicopter, continuing what 
critics called a three-day pre-election tour. The Natives then left the 
railway track, and the train proceeded to Lillooet. Johnston rejoined 
the train there. 

The protesters are trying to protect their sacred burial grounds, 
located on land outside the Mount Currie reserve, from logging 
operations. The area surrounding the reserve is the subject of a land 
rights dispute, as the Natives feel more land should have been 
included in the reserve. 



CARDIOLOGY APPOINTMENT DELAYED FOR 
DYING NATIVE PRISONER 

According to The Vancouver Sun, a coroner’s inquest was told that 
a physician at the Vancouver Pre-Trial Center thought that prisoner 
Robert Satiacum was deteriorating and needed to see a cardiologist, 
but it took five hours to arrange an appointment. The inquest was also 
told that it took almost 80 minutes to get Satiacum, a Native activist 
and hereditary chief from the state of Washington in the U.S., to a 
hospital after he rang his bedside emergency buzzer and complained 
of chest pains and shortness of breath. 

Satiacum died of heart failure on March 25th, minutes after arriving 
by ambulance at St. Paul’s Hospital in Vancouver. It was reported that 
an autopsy showed that his left coronary artery had ruptured 
sometime within three to four hours prior to his death, sending fluid 
into his chest. Satiacum had been arrested five days earlier in Chase, 
British Columbia. According to the Sun, he had spent six months in 
hiding, fleeing a child sex conviction in Vancouver and deportation to 
the U.S. to face sentencing for racketeering, arson, and bootlegging. 


20 NEW HOMES FOR S1KSIKA HAND 

Funding has been approved to provide the Siksika Nation with 20 
new homes for families, announced Ken Hughes, MP for Mncleod on 
behalf of Elmer MacKay, Minister responsible for Canada Mortgage 
and Housing Corporation (C.M.H.C ) 

"1 am pleased that we can work with Indian and Northern Affaire 
Canada to offer new homes to several families living on the Siksika 
reserve,” said Mr. Hughes. 

The new homes will be built under C.M.H.C.’s On-Reserve Housing 
Program which is targeted toward low- or moderate-income house¬ 
holds or to people with special needs. To make rents more affordable to 
tenants or sponsors of on-reserve rental housing, the federal govern¬ 
ment subsidizes rents on a monthly basis. 

The total project cost is approximately $1,545,000 with a loan of 
$1,085,043 to be amortized over 26 years. 


U.S. AND U.S.S.R. SIGN NUCLEAR 
CUTBACK AGREEMENT 

U.S. President George Bush and U.S.S.R. President Mikhail Gor¬ 
bachev recently signed the Strategic Arms Reduction Treaty (START). 
The Canadian Press reports that the U.S.S.R. will reduce its overall 
nuclear arsenal by 35 percent, and the U.S. will cut its arsenal by 28 
percent. Some specific weapon categories will be cut by up to 50 per 

The treaty requires the two superpowers to destroy hundreds of 
missiles which, combined, carry thousands of nuclear warheads. 
START also sets limits on air bomber numbers, and on land-based nnd 
sea-based missile systems. 


Best wishes as you head into your 8th year 
of independent publishing 
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Woodland Cree Band Celebrate 2nd Year 



On August 28, 1989, the Woodland Cree Band was formally recognized 
by the federal government as an Indian Band. The band, which is located 
94 kilometers northeast of Peace River, Alberta, has 580 status Indian 
members. Since its creation two years ago, the band has been negotiating 
with the federal government for a land base. Since then a final agreement 
was reached to provide the band with a land claim settlement. The chief 
and council of the Woodland Cree Band signed the final documents in 
Calgary on August 13 and 14, 1991. 

The agreement states that the band will receive not less than 55 square 
miles of land, money for building of a community infrastructure and 
economic development. In addition to this, the provincial government 
has given the band money to educate members so that they may find jobs 
in the future. 

Despite the negative coverage by some media and Native organiza¬ 
tions, the band has a positive outlook on their future. Early in its crea¬ 
tion, the Woodland Cree, upon consultation with its membership, 
developed a course of action for its future. The mission statement of the 


Woodland Cree Band resolves that: 

“We the Woodland Cree Band will develop and maintain a 
self-supporting community for our children which re¬ 
spects the individual, all people, the environment, and 
other communities.” 

It is the philosophy of the Woodland Cree Band to support Native values 
and culture and to live in harmony with the environment but they also 
recognize the value and need for planned economic development. That is 
why during the development of the community infrastructure, the band 
will be hiring band members so that they may gain experience so that in 
the future, they will be able to seek out other areas off reserve to get em¬ 
ployment. 

The band looks to the future with optimism for they have overcome the 
main obstacles in their path towards a place they can finally call their 
home. 


HOPE FOR THE FUTURE 



2nd Anniversary 
August 28,1991 

Chief: John W. Cardinal 
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Terri Williams 


NESTANAN KECHINEHEYAWAK 


General Delivery, Cadotte, Alberta TOH 0N0 
(403) 629-3803 Fax: (403) 629-3898 






















Alberta Native News August, 1991 


51 


EDUCATION 


The Doors to Our Future 


POUNDMAKER'S TREATMENT FACILITY FOR YOUTH 


Poundmaker’s Adolescent Treatment Centre 
provides an intensive 90-day addictions pro¬ 
gram for Native youth between the ages of 12 
and 17 who are encountering significant prob¬ 
lems as a result of alcohol, drugs, or solvent 
abuse. The centre is part of Poundmaker’s 
Lodge, an Indian-founded, Indian-managed, 
non-profit corporation. As part of Poundmaker’s, 
it is part of the oldest Indian-oriented inpatient 
alcoholism and other addictions program in 
Canada, which was founded in 1973 and has 
been providing services to Native peoples con¬ 
tinuously since then. 

Located in St. Paul, Alberta, the Adolescent 
Centre was founded in 1991 and has been 
designated Open Custody status, which will 
allow the Solicitor General’s Department to 
refer any young offenders under its jurisdiction, 
including those with a disposition of probation, 
open custody, or closed custody eligible to be 
changed to temporary release status. The Centre 
is not a correctional institution, it is a treatment 
facility. 

Initially, there are 30 beds for males living in 
residence and future capacity for 20 male and 
female day-attendance participants living within 
the immediate St. Paul area. Program capacity 
will be expanded yearly. 

Participants are required to attend every 
aspect of the program, which emphasizes addic¬ 
tions counselling, life skills development, school 


education, family therapy, spiritual values, and 
Native culture and customs. Key components of 
the program include Addictions Treatment, 
School Education Program, Family Program, 
Native Culture/Spiritual Values and Recrea¬ 
tional Activities. 

The Adolescent Treatment Program is based 
on the concept that addictions arc a disease that 
is four-fold — physical, mental, emotional and 
spiritual and that recovery is an ongoing proc¬ 
ess, not an event. Therefore, the treatment 
program is viewed as a beginning point in this 
process. Recovery involves a complete renewal of 
the inner person, rather than simply changing a 
bad habit. A requirement in recovery involves 
providing a program environment in which the 
alcoholic or drug-dependent adolescent can 
experience an orderly, goal-directed pattern of 
living and begin to make sense out of his/her 

Poundmaker’s Adolescent Treatment phi- 
losphy and treatment approach is based on the 
belief that the disease of alcoholism and other 
drug addiction is of epidemic proportions in the 
Indian community and that the Native client 
will respond most positively to a specialized 
treatment approach that embodies Indian cul¬ 
tural awareness and the philosophy of Alcohol¬ 
ics Anonymous. 

During the 90-day treatment program, the 
Adolescent Treatment Program addresses the 


whole person in terms of spiritual, mental, 
emotional, and physical functioning. The pro¬ 
gram believes that a strong family program is 
necessary to produce a healthy functioning 
adolescent. 

The program is open to Native and non-Native 
youths. All clients must participate in overy 
aspect of the program. 

To effect change in the lives of young people, 
they must achieve goals that include: 

• Stopping the drug consumption; 

• Detoxifying them from the addictive subcul¬ 
ture by changing bohaviour, thoughts, and val- 

• Socially integrating them bock into their 
families/communities; 

• Dealing with their physical and mental 
health; 

• Developing strategies for relapse preven- 

In order to achiove these goals, the Adolescent 
Centre provides a comprehensive structured 
program to guido the cliont through each day of 
treatment. 

There is a high level of energy and onthusiasm 
among Poundmakcris Adolescont Treatment 
Centre staff members that is unusual in today’s 
world. The program attracts a special typo of 
employoo. From support staff to top munage- 
Continued on Page 62 
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SACRED TRAILS 


by Rick Georg 


The Sacred Trails program offered last year at 
the Alberta Vocational College gave urban 
Natives in Edmonton a chance to explore their 
Native heritage at the same time as they up¬ 
graded their education. 

“The priority was finding oneself,” said Fred 
Burghardt, Chairman of Academic Upgrading 


at AVC. “What it i 
society.” 

A typical day of 
started with a 


■ ana to be Native in this “Social Services found them at loose ends, 
young urban Natives, not in the mainstream, 
e Sacred Trails program no t fitting into their own culture,” Burghardt 
said. “In or 


etgri 
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245 MacDonald Cres. 

Fort McMurray, Alberta 


ceremony, Na¬ 
tive awareness 
and life skills, 
taught by Ther¬ 
esa Strawberry, 
aformerchiefof 
the O’Chiese 
Band. 

The day con¬ 
tinued with 
study of mathe¬ 
matics, science, 
English and 
other academic 
subjects. 

“Cultural dif¬ 
ferences were 
paid attention 
to in whatever 
we did — in 
math or science. 

It wasn’t 'we’ve 
done Native 
awareness and 
that’s it’,” said 
Carol Fay, co¬ 
ordinator for 
the program. 

Sacred Trails 
was started in 

with Social 
Services and 
financed by the 
Alberta Career 
Development 
and Employ¬ 
ment Fund as a 

perimental program. 
started the program, 



e,a lost 


group. 

“Before the end of the 
program the students 
developed pride in their 
heritage, not just know¬ 
ing it, but feeling pride as 
being part of it,” Fay said. 

Marcie Potskin, a 
23-year-old single 
mother started the pro¬ 
gram after working with 
young law offenders. 

“It hurt to see so many 
Native young people in a 
bad situation,” she said. 
“Something has to be 
done. We need some role 
models here.” 

“When I was young, 
being Native was the 
worst thing there was. I 
grew up denying I was 
Native. I never felt com¬ 
fortable with it. Theresa 
taught us things, like the 
moon cycle for women, 
that filled my heart. I’m 
proud to be Indian.” 

The Sacred Trails pro¬ 
gram was practical for 
Potskin because as a 
single mother of three, 
strict attendance require¬ 
ments prevented her from 
completing the regular 
academic upgrading pro¬ 
gram. The Sacred Trails 
program allowed Potskin 
to obtain her General 
Education Degree in one 
Of the 27 students that year instead of the usual two years. . ’ 

12 completed it. __ ~~~~ 


POUNDMAKERS 


ment, many have a c( 


n bond-personal 


from page 51 


experience with addiction. The result is a unique 
sense of purpose at all levels of the operation. 

The Centre employs 22 members to deliver the 
treatment program and perform the necessary 
administrative functions. The school program 
employs an additional three teachers plus ad¬ 
ministrative staff, who are employed by the 
County of St. Paul and approved through Al¬ 
berta Education. 

The Adolescent Program was founded on the 
principle that Native alchol and drug abusers 
can be most effectively counselled by other 
Native people, trained to deal with those prob¬ 
lems. For that reason, most of the staff are 
Native. The small number of non-Native staff 
are made up of some very special people who are 



committed to helping Native people help them- 

Tojoin the Adolescent Treatment Centre staff 
requires a commitment to their mission against 
alcohol and drug use—in body as well in spirit. 
Since total abstinence is the only solution for the 
Native client, staff cannot just “talk the talk." 
They must also “walk the walk.” 

If you would like more information about he 
Poundmaker Adolescent Treatment Centre, con¬ 
tact Ruth Morin, direct at 4637-45Avenue in St. 
Paul, Alberta or phone (403) 645-1884. 
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MANITOBA STUDENTS GO TO WORK 


The initiative enabled Manitoba bands to 
employ approximately 240 students from 60 
reserves for a maximum of eight weeks in 
community related projects. Project proposals 
were submitted to the department for review in 
June and most projects are now well underway. 

The program, first established last summer, 
was highly successful and created employment 
in 41 communities for students from Grades 8 to 
12 and for those engaged in post-secondary edu¬ 
cation. A wide variety of jobs were created in¬ 


cluding work in substance abuse prevention, 
recreational programs, and community clean-up. 

The students, who are selected by school 
principals and education authorities in consul¬ 
tation with chiefs and councils, must be regis¬ 
tered in a school program and plan on returning 
to school in the fall of 1991. 

The chief and council are responsible for 
implementing the program in their communi¬ 
ties including the supervision, training and 
safety of the students they employ. 

The program is designed to improve economic 
and social conditions on reserves It provides 
students living on-reserve, who do not have 



ERMINESKIN BAND ASSUMES 
CONTROL OF THREE SCHOOLS 

The Ermineskin Band is assuming control of three federal schools on the reserve for the 

upcoming school term in September. 

The chief and council of the Ermineskin Band will now assume responsibility for the ad¬ 
ministration and operation of the schools that were previously operated by the department. 
The schools are: Ermineskin Kindergarten, Ermineskin Primary School and Ermineskin 
Elementary/Junior High School. , ... 

‘The Ermineskin Band is proud to assume control of its education program which will 
enhance parental responsibility and community control,” said Chief John Ermineskin^ hr 
mineskin band members will, through their elected chief and council, have the responsibility 

to make decisions about the education of their children.” 

The Ermineskin Kindergarten School provides schooling to children attending K.4 and ivo 
on the reserve and last year’s enrolment was 229. , 

Students enroled in Grades One to Three on the reserve attend Ermineskin Primary and 
last year 302 students attended the school. 

The Ermineskin Elementary Junior High School provides education to students attending 
Grades Four to Nine and in the last school term attendance was 315. 
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RELIGION 


AN APOLOGY TO THE FIRST NATIONS OF CANADA BY 
THE OBLATE CONFERENCE OF CANADA 
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Congratulations 
to Alberta 
Native News 
and staff on 
their 7th year 
of publishing 
from 


Chief Billy Diamond 
Band Councillors 
and Members 

WASKAGANISH 

BAND 

P. O. Box 60, 
Waskaganish, P. Q. 


Happy Anniversary, across the miles, 
to Alberta Native News 
We are pleased to be part of your 
- celebration — 
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Woodstock 
First 
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Woodstock, New Brunswick 
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The Missionary Oblates of Mary Immaculate 
in Canada wish, after one hundred and fifty 
years of being with and ministering to the 
Native peoples of Canada, to offer an apology for 
certain aspects of that presence and ministry. 

A number of historical circumstances make 
this moment in history most opportune for this. 
First there is a symbolic reason. Next year, 
1992, marks the five hundredth anniversary of 
the arrival of Europeans on the shores of 
America. As large scale celebrations are being 
prepared to mark this occasion, the Oblates of 
Canada wish, through this apology, to show 
solidarity with many Native people in Canada 
whose history has been adversely affected by 
this event. Anthropological and sociological in¬ 
sights of the late 20th century have shown how 
deep, unchallenged, and damaging was the 
naive cultural, ethnic, linguistic, and religious 
superiority complex of Christian Europe when 
its peoples met and interrelated with the Abo¬ 
riginal peoples of North America. 

As well, recent criticisms of Indian residential 
schools and the exposure of instances of physical 
and sexual abuse within these schools call for 
such an apology. 

Given this history, Native peoples and other 
groups alike are realizing that a certain healing 
needs to take place before a new and more truly 
, co-operative phase of history can occur. This 
healing cannot, however, happen until some 
very complex, long-standing, and deep histori¬ 
cal issues have been addressed. 

It is in this context, and with a renewed pledge 
to be in solidarity with Native peoples in a 
common struggle for justice, that we, the Oblates 
of Canada, offer this apology: 

We apologize for the part we played in the 
cultural, ethnic, linguistic, and religious imperi¬ 
alism that was part of the mentality with which 


the peoples of Europe first met the Aboriginal 
peoples and which consistently has lurked be¬ 
hind the way the Native peoples of Canada have 
been treated by civil governments and by the 
churches. We were, naively, part of this mental¬ 
ity and were, in fact, often a key player in its 
implementation. We recognize that this mental¬ 
ity has, from the beginning, and ever since, 
continually threatened the cultural, linguistic, 
and religious traditions of the Native peoples. 

We recognize that many of the problems that 
beset Native communities today—high unem¬ 
ployment, alcoholism, family breakdown, do¬ 
mestic violence, spiraling suicide rates, lack of 
healthy self-esteem—are not so much the result 
of personal failure as they are the result of 
centuries of systemic imperialism. Any people 
stripped of its traditions as well as of its pride 
falls victim to precisely these social ills. For the 
part that we played, however inadvertent and 
naive that participation might have been, in the 
setting up and maintaining of a system that 
stripped others of not only their lands but also of 
their cultural, linguistic and religious traditions 
we sincerely apologize. 

Beyond this regret for having been part of a 
system which, because of its historical privilege 
and assumed superiority did great damage to 
the Native peoples of Canada, we wish to 
apologize more specifically for the following: 

In sympathy with recent criticisms of Native 
Residential Schools, we wish to apologize for the 
part we played in the setting up and the 
maintaining of those schools. We apologize for 
the existence of the schools themselves, recog¬ 
nizing that the biggest abuse was not what 
happened in the schools, but that the schools 
themselves happened... that the primal bond 
inherent within families was violated as a 
matter of policy, that children were usurped 
Continued opposite 
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APOLOGY 


CONIMIFD FROM PAGE 54 

. traditions of Europe were caught up in the naive * We want to denounce imperialism in all its 

from their natural communities, and that, im- belief that they were inherently superior to forms and, concomitantly, pledge ourselves to 
plicitly and explicitly, these schools operated out those found in other parts of the world. Without work with Native peoples in their efforts to 
of the premise that European languages, tradi- excusing this superiority complex, it is neces- recovertheirlands, their languages, theirsacred 
tions, and religious practices were superior to sary to name it. Sincerity alone does not set traditions, and their rightful pride. 

Native languages, traditions, and religious prac- people above their place in history . Thousands of * We want, as Oblatcs, to meet with Native 
tices. The residential schools were an attempt to persons operated out of this mentality and gave peoples and together help forge a template for a 
assimilate Aboriginal peoples and we played an their lives in dedication to an ideal that, while renewed covenant of solidarity. Despite past 
important role in the unfolding of this design, sincere in its intent, was. at one point, naively mistakes and many present tensions, the Oblates 
For this we sincerely apologize. linked to a certain cultural, religious, linguistic, have felt all along ns if the Native peoples and we 

We wish to apologize in a very particular way and ethnic superiority complex. These men and belonged to the same family. As members of the 
for the instances of physical and sexual abuse women sincerely believed that their vocations some family it is imperative that we come again 
that occured in those schools. We reiterate that and actions were serving both God and the best to that deep trust nnd solidarity that constitutes 
the bigger issue of abuse was the existence of the interests of the Native peoples to whom they family. We recognize that the road beyond past 
schools themselves but we wish to publicly were ministering. History has, partially, ren- hurt may be long and steep but we pledge 
acknowledge that there were instances of indi- dered a cruel judgement on their efforts, show- ourselves anew to journey with Native peoples 
vidual physical and sexual abuse. Far from ing how, despite much sincerity mid genuine on that road, 
attempting to defend or rationalize these cases dedication, their actions were sometimes naive 
of abuse in any way, we wish to state publicly and disrespectful in that they violated the 
that we acknowledge that they were inexcus- sacred and cherished traditions of others. Hence, 
able, intolerable, and a betrayal of trust in one of even as we apologize for some of the effects of 
its most serious forms. We deeply, and very their actions, we want at the same time to affirm 
specifically, apologize to every victim of such their sincerity, the goodness of their intent, and 
abuse and we seek help in searching for means the goodness, in many cases, of their actions, 
to bring about healing. Recognizing that within every sincere apology 

Finally, we wish to apologize as well for our there is implicit the promise of conversion to a 
past dismissal of many of the riches of Native new way of acting. We, the Oblates of Canada, 
religious tradition. We broke some of your peace wish to pledge ourselves to a renewed relation- 
pipes and we considered some of your sacred ship with Native peoples which, while very 
practices as pagan and superstitious. This, too, much in line with the sincerity and intent of our 
had its origins in the colonial mentality, our past relationship, seeks to move beyond past 
European superiority complex which was mistakestoanewlevelofrespectandmutuulity. 
grounded in a particular view of history. We Hence... 

apologize for this blindness and disrespect. We renew the commitment we made 150 years 

One qualification is, however, in order. As we ago to work with and for Native peoples. In the 
publicly acknowledge a certain blindness in our spirit of our founder, Blessed Eugene De 
past, we wish, too, to publicly point to some of the Mazenod, and the many dedicated missionaries 
salient reasons for this. We do this, not as a way who have served in Native communities during 
of subtly excusing ourselves or of rationalizing these 150 years, we again pledge to Native 
in any way so as to denigrate this apology, but as peoples our service. We ask help in more judi- 
a way of more fully exposing the reasons for our ciously discerning what forms that service might 
past blindness and, especially, as a way of take today. 

honouring, despite their mistakes, those many More specifically, we pledge ourselves to the 
men and women, Native and white alike, who following: 

gave their lives and their very blood in a • We want to support an effective process of 
dedication that was most sincere and heroic. disclosure uis-a-vis Residential Schools. We 
Hindsight makes for 20-20 vision and judging offer to collaborate in any way we can so that the 
the past for the insights ofthe present is an exact full story of the Indian Residential Schools may 
and often cruel science. When Christopher be written, that their positive and negative 
Columbus set sail for the Americas, with the features may be recognized, and that an elTcc- 
blessing of the Christian Church, Western civi- tive healing process might take place, 
lization lacked the insights it needed to appreci- • We want to proclaim as inviolable the 
ate what Columbus met upon the shores of natural rights of Indian families, parents and 
America. The cultural, linguistic, and religious children, so that never again will Indian commu- 


Reverend Doug Crosby OMI 
President of the 
Oblate Conference of Canada 
On behalf of the 1200 Missionary Oblates of 
Mary Immaculate 
living and ministering in Canada. 

Congratulations Alberta Native News 
on your 7th Anniversary and 
Wishing You Continued Success, from 


♦ 


Wesclean 

EQUIPMENT S CLEANING SUPPLIES LTD. 


I CLEANING CHEMICALS/SOAPS 
I POLISHERS, VACUUMS, DETERGENTS 
I JOHNSON WAXES SCRUBBERS/STEAM 
CLEANERS 

I BRUSHES, MOPS, BROOMS 
I PAPER PRODUCTS 

I SUPPLIERS OF TRUCK MOUNTED CARPET 
AND FURNACE CLEANERS 

» 451-1533 

14340 -120 Avenue, Edmonton, AB 

Monday to Friday: 8:00 - 5:00 p.m. 

EMERGENCY: 456-9317 & 487-5873 


WESTRIDGE 
PARK LODGE 
RESORT HOTEL 


• Open lo the General Public for Your Dining Pleasure 
• Our Tree Top Dining Room Overlooking 
the Beautiful River Valley 



• Gilt Items • Souvenirs 
• Carlton Cards • Stationery & Toys 
YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD DRUGSTORE 

Hodnett's I.D.A. Pharmacy 

220-24th Street Fort MacLeod, AB 

Phone (403) 553-3123 

Phi Hodnett, B. Sc. Phm. Phone 553-3837 after hours 
Ron Sandul. B. Sc. Phm. Phone 553-2595 after hours 


We salute your 
no-governnteut-grants 
philosophy 

—keep up the good work! 

Mohawks 
of Akwesasne 


CLIFF’S 
LUMBER 
SERVICES 

Specializing In Band Housing 
• Supplies for all renovations 
and construction needs 
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CREE NATION OF 

WEMIND J I 

ASpecia/CospraCu/aCiasS to 

Atfemmzems 

A/a/aps tnpisp as up-Ct-ZaCc os /Vatin actmties. 

A nrp interesti*p as/isformatin * catspaper. 

//appp 7t,t Awrinrsarp, 

fa" 

CHIEF WALTER HUGHBOY, 

Council Members and the 
People of Cree Nation of Wemindji 

CREE NATION OF WEMINDJI 
WEMINDJI, P.Q. JOM1LO 


Congratulations Alberta Native News 
On Your 7th Anniversary 
We Salute Your Commitment To The Preservation 
of Native Culture and Wish You Continued Success 

LITTLE RED RIVER CREE NATION 

Economic Development Portfolio Holders 
• Henry Grandjambe • Alberta Laboucan 
Little Red Air Service Ltd.— Little Red River Forestry Ltd. 
J.B.S. Logging Ltd.- Fifth Meridian Market Ltd. 

and 

Chief: Johnson Sewepagaham, 
Council and Tribal Members 

LITTLE RED RIVER CREE NATION 

• FOX LAKE • JOHN UOR PRAIRIE • GARDEN RIVER 


BOX 1165 
HIGH LEVEL, 
ALBERTA 
TOH 1Z0 



TELEPHONE 

759-3912 


759-3780 



Congratulations to Alberta Native News on their 7th Anniversary 
from 

. Wauzhushk 4 
(EJi 1 Onigum 
Nation 

(RAT PORTAGE NO. 38B)J 

P.O. Box 1850, Kenoro, Ontario P9N 3X8 
Phone (807) 548-5663 

Wauzhushk Onigum Nation owner and operator of 
CHIMO BUILDING CENTRE 
Complete building material and hardware store 
Servicing all Bands in the area 
Housing packages, designs to your specifications 
Delivery truck equipped with crane for fast handling 
Barge service on Lake of the Woods 
Telephone: (807)468-9151 • Fax Number (807) 468-9182 

ARENA 

Artificial Ice surface • Seating capacity 1,000 
Kitchen and concession services 
J Telephone: (807) S48-S9S7 • Fax: (807) 548-4877 

MARINA 

280 Docking spaces, car park 
Convenience store, launching, 
winter storage 

>649 • Fax: (807) S48-4877 CTQ[T 


OTHER SERVICES LOCATED ON RAT PORTAGE RESERVE 
Traditional Pow-Wow House & campgrounds for traditional gatherings 
Telephone (807) 548-5663 
Migisi Drug and Alcohol Abuse Treatment Centre 
Telephone: (807) 548-5959 • Fax: (807) 548-2084 
Centre oi Tradition ’ 



GRASSY NARROWS FIRST NATION 


7th ANNUAL 

TRADITIONAL GATHERING 



August 16,17,18,1991 


* Host Drums - Grassy Narrows Traditional 

• Lead Dancers - to be announced 

• All Traders Welcome (small fee) 

* Breakfast - each morning at 8:00 a.m. 

* Food Rations each day at 1:00 p.m. 

• Honorariums for all visiting Drums and Dancers 
* Give Aways 

• Traditional Ceremonies each morning 

* Security at gathering throughout weekend 

* Absolutely no drugs or alcohol allowed 

• Pow Wow Commit tot will no! he responsible for any 
Occidents, destitutions, thefts or less of property 

• For further information contact 

Moses Land (807) 925-2201 Bus. 925-2707 Res. 
Arnold Pelly (807) 925-2201 Bus. 925-2597 Res. 


GRASSY NARROWS FIRST NATION 
Grassy Narrows • Ontario 































